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Inside the TOEFL® Test - Reading Inference and
Rhetorical Purpose Questions

People in this video

Michael

Intro

[music playing]

Michael: Hi, I'm Michael from ETS. Today on Inside the TOEFL Test, we're going inside the TOEFL iBT Reading section.
Specifically, the Inference and Rhetorical Purpose questions.

On-screen:
Inside the TOEFL® Test - Reading
Inference
Rhetorical Purpose

Michael: Inference questions ask you to identify information or comprehend an idea that is not explicitly stated in the
reading passage.

You can recognize inference questions because they usually include the words "infer," "imply" or "suggest," like in these
examples.

Rhetorical purpose questions are similar, because they also ask for information not explicitly stated. These will ask why the
author has presented a piece of information.

On-screen: Inference- not explicitly stated
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• Which of the following can be inferred from paragraph 1 about X?
• The author of the paragraph implies that X...
• Paragraph X suggests which of the following about Y?

Rhetorical purpose

• Why does the author mention X?

Michael: One way to approach these types of questions, if you can't identify the correct answer immediately, is to eliminate
wrong answers. You will see more on this as we go through the example.

On-screen: Eliminate wrong answers if you can't identify the correct answer immediately.

Michael: Now let's do a sample inference question. Here’s a paragraph from a reading passage about meteorite impacts.

On-screen: The body that impacted Earth at the end of the Cretaceous period was a meteorite with a mass of more than a
trillion tons and a diameter of at least 10 kilometers. Scientists first identified this impact in 1980 from the worldwide layer
of sediment deposited from the dust cloud that enveloped the planet after the impact. This sediment layer is enriched in the
rare metal iridium and other elements that are relatively abundant in a meteorite but very rare in the crust of Earth. Even
diluted by the terrestrial material excavated from the crater, this component of meteorites is easily identified. By 1990
geologists had located the impact site itself in the Yucatan region of Mexico. The crater, now deeply buried in sediment,
was originally about 200 kilometers in diameter.

Michael: Next, let's look at the question.

You see that it uses the word "inferred," so that clearly tells you that it's an inference question

On-screen: Which of the following can be inferred from the paragraph about the location of the meteorite impact in
Mexico?

a. The location of the impact site in Mexico was kept secret by geologists from 1980 to 1990.
b. It was a well-known fact that the impact had occurred in the Yucatan region.
c. Geologists knew that there had been an impact before they knew where it had occurred.
d. The Yucatan region was chosen by geologists as the most probable impact site because of its climate.
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Michael: Can you identify the correct answer? It's Choice C, because it's supported by this sentence, which indicates that
scientists knew in 1980 that there had been an impact...

On-screen:

• Answer choice C is highlighted, Geologists knew that there had been an impact before they knew where it had
occurred.

• Highlight appears on excerpt text "Scientists first identified this impact in 1980 from the worldwide layer of
sediment deposited from the dust cloud that enveloped the planet after the impact."

...and this one, where it said the site had been located in the Yucatan.

On-screen: Highlight appears on excerpt text, "By 1990 geologists had located the impact site itself in the Yucatan region
of Mexico."

Michael: Let’s look at why the other choices can be eliminated.
Choice A is not correct, because there isn’t anything written or implied in the passage about geologists keeping the impact
site secret.

On-screen: Red X appears next to answer choice A. The location of the impact site in Mexico was kept secret by geologists
from 1980 to 1990.

Michael: Choice B is also not correct. Saying that it was a "well known fact" contradicts the passage where it talks about
the discovery of the crater in the Yucatan.

On-screen:

• Red X appears next to answer choice B. It was a well-known fact that the impact had occurred in the Yucatan region
• Highlight appears on excerpt text, "By 1990 geologists had located the impact site itself in the Yucatan region of

Mexico. The crater, now deeply buried in sediment, was originally about 200 kilometers in diameter."

Michael: Choice D also can’t be correct, because the paragraph doesn't mention climate as a factor in the discovery of the
impact site.

On-screen:
Red X appears next to answer choice D. The Yucatan region was chosen by geologists as the most probable impact site
because of its climate.

Michael: Now let's look at an example of a rhetorical purpose question. It asks about information from a different
paragraph in the same reading passage about meteorites and dinosaurs. It’s like an Inference question, but it asks WHY the
author includes a particular piece of information.
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