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Introduction
Overview of the Analytical Writing Measure
The Analytical Writing measure assesses your critical thinking and analytical writing skills. It assesses
your ability to articulate and support complex ideas, construct and evaluate arguments, and sustain a
focused and coherent discussion. It does not assess specific content knowledge. The Analytical
Writing measure consists of two separately timed analytical writing tasks:


a 30-minute “Analyze an Issue” task



a 30-minute “Analyze an Argument” task

The Issue task presents an opinion on an issue of broad interest followed by specific instructions on
how to respond to that issue. You are required to evaluate the issue, considering its complexities, and
develop an argument with reasons and examples to support your views.
The Argument task presents a different challenge from that of the Issue task: it requires you to
evaluate a given argument according to specific instructions. You will need to consider the logical
soundness of the argument rather than to agree or disagree with the position it presents.
The two tasks are complementary in that one requires you to construct your own argument by taking
a position and providing evidence supporting your views on the issue, whereas the other requires you
to evaluate someone else’s argument by assessing its claims and evaluating the evidence it provides.
The tasks in the Analytical Writing measure relate to a broad range of subjects—from the fine arts and
humanities to the social and physical sciences—but no task requires specific content knowledge. In
fact, each task has been field-tested to ensure that it possesses several important characteristics,
including the following:


GRE test takers, regardless of their field of study or special interests, understood the task and
could easily respond to it.



The task elicited the kinds of complex thinking and persuasive writing that university faculty
consider important for success at the graduate level.



The responses were varied in content and in the way the writers developed their ideas.
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How Your Writing Is Scored?
For the Analytical Writing section, each essay receives a score from at least one trained reader, using
a six-point holistic scale. In holistic scoring, readers are trained to assign scores on the basis of the
overall quality of an essay in response to the assigned task. The essay score is then scored by e-rater,
a computerized program developed by ETS that is capable of identifying essay features related to
writing proficiency. If the human and e-rater scores closely agree, the average of the two scores is
used as the final score. If they disagree, a second human score is obtained, and the final score is the
average of the two human scores.

The final scores on the two essays are then averaged and rounded to the nearest half-point interval
on the 0–6 score scale. A single score is reported for the Analytical Writing measure. The primary
emphasis in scoring the Analytical Writing section is on critical thinking and analytical writing skills
rather than on grammar and mechanics.

NB Essay responses on the Analytical Writing section are reviewed by ETS essay-similarity-detection
software and by experienced essay readers during the scoring process. In light of the high value
placed on independent intellectual activity within graduate schools and universities, the test taker's
response should represent his or her original work. ETS reserves the right to cancel test scores of any
test taker when an essay response includes any of the following:


text that is unusually similar to that found in one or more other GRE essay responses



quoting or paraphrasing, without attribution, language that appears in any published or
unpublished sources, including sources from the Internet and/or sources provided by any third
party



unacknowledged use of work that has been produced through collaboration with others
without citation of the contribution of others



essays submitted as work of the test taker that appear to have been borrowed in whole or in
part from elsewhere or prepared by another person

When one or more of the above circumstances occurs, ETS may conclude, in its professional
judgment, that the essay response does not reflect the independent writing skills that this test seeks
to measure. When ETS reaches that conclusion, it cancels the Analytical Writing score and, because
www.avayeshahir.com
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Analytical Writing scores are an integral part of the test as a whole, scores for the GRE® General Test
are canceled as well.

Who Gives You the Score?
1. One or Two human readers as well as a machine

The ScoreSelect Option
Introduced in July 2012, the new ScoreSelectSM option is available for both the GRE revised General Test and
GRE Subject Tests and can be used by anyone with reportable scores from the last five years. This option lets
you decide which test scores to send to the institutions you designate. You can send scores from your most
recent test administration or scores for all of the times you’ve taken a GRE test as part of your four free score
reports. After test day, you can send scores from your Most Recent, All, or Any specific test administration(s)
for a fee when ordering Additional Score Reports. Just remember, scores for a test administration must be
reported in their entirety.

Analytical Writing: Score Level Descriptions
Although the GRE Analytical Writing measure contains two discrete analytical writing tasks, a single combined
score is reported because it is more reliable than a score for either task alone. The reported score ranges from
0 to 6, in half-point increments.
The statements below describe, for each score level, the overall quality of analytical writing demonstrated
across both the Issue and Argument tasks. The test assesses "analytical writing," so critical thinking skills (the
ability to reason, assemble evidence to develop a position, and communicate complex ideas) are assessed along
with the writer's control of grammar and the mechanics of writing.

Scores 6 and 5.5
Sustains insightful, in-depth analysis of complex ideas; develops and supports main points with
logically compelling reasons and/or highly persuasive examples; is well focused and well organized;
skillfully uses sentence variety and precise vocabulary to convey meaning effectively; demonstrates
superior facility with sentence structure and usage, but may have minor errors that do not interfere
with meaning.
Scores 5 and 4.5
Provides generally thoughtful analysis of complex ideas; develops and supports main points with
logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen examples; is generally focused and well organized; uses
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sentence variety and vocabulary to convey meaning clearly; demonstrates good control of sentence
structure and usage, but may have minor errors that do not interfere with meaning.
Scores 4 and 3.5
Provides competent analysis of ideas in addressing specific task directions; develops and supports
main points with relevant reasons and/or examples; is adequately organized; conveys meaning with
acceptable clarity; demonstrates satisfactory control of sentence structure and usage, but may have
some errors that affect clarity.
Scores 3 and 2.5
Displays some competence in analytical writing and addressing specific task directions, although the
writing is flawed in at least one of the following ways: limited analysis or development; weak
organization; weak control of sentence structure or usage, with errors that often result in vagueness
or a lack of clarity.
Scores 2 and 1.5
Displays serious weaknesses in analytical writing. The writing is seriously flawed in at least one of the
following ways: serious lack of analysis or development; unclear in addressing specific task directions;
lack of organization; frequent problems in sentence structure or usage, with errors that obscure
meaning.
Scores 1 and 0.5
Displays fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing. The writing is fundamentally flawed in at least
one of the following ways: content that is extremely confusing or mostly irrelevant to the assigned
tasks; little or no development; severe and pervasive errors that result in incoherence.
Score 0
The examinee's analytical writing skills cannot be evaluated because the responses do not address
any part of the assigned tasks, are merely attempts to copy the assignments, are in a foreign
language, or display only indecipherable text.
Score NS (No Score)
The examinee produced no text whatsoever
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What Are the Criteria for a Decent Writing Sample?
1. Cohesion and coherence matter most
2. Avoiding Plagiarism: samples already written, clauses and even long phrases, etc.  Software
3. Organization: Intro; Body, 2 or 3 Para; Conclusion  Similar to that in the TOEFL iBT Test.
4. Logical, Succinct, & Clear: avoid verbosity1 and vague language  Example 
5. Diction: Avoid bombastic2 words! Please, eschew3 obfuscation4!
6. Grammar: Punctuation, Compound/Complex Sentences, Spelling, Formal Style
Logical, Succinct, & Clear
1. Verbosity:
Bad: Government funding cripples the natural relationship of arts enthusiasts and artists by
subsidizing work and makes artists less creative and forces the taxpayer to take on the burden of
paying for art they don’t like.
Good: The government should not subsidize artists, because it makes them less creative and forces
taxpayers to pay for art they don't like.
 The original sentence contained unnecessary repetition. The original sentence does not need
to include both “funding” and “subsidizing,” as both words refer to the same thing. The clause
about “crippling the natural relationship” is also redundant, as that is implied by listing the
negative effects government funding will have on both artists and the taxpayers.
Bad: There are many reasons why some may believe that the services of one real estate agent are
superior in quality to the services of another competing real estate agent or group of agents, including
the personal service they provide, the care and quality of the work they do, and the communication
lines they set up and keep open.

1

Verbosity is the product of making a text verbose, a process which is the exact opposite of being concise. A verbose text is one that
has a larger than necessary amount of words, usually the inflation being due to a higher number of adjectives. Verbose texts tend to be
more descriptive, but at the cost of blurring the information, to the point where excessively verbose texts have only description, and
are often unreadable.
2

Pompous, verbose, pretentious, ostentatious, grandiloquent; informal highfalutin; rare fustian.

3

Abstain from, refrain from, give up, forgo, shun, renounce; relinquish, reject, disavow, abandon, spurn, wash one's hands of, drop;
abjure.
4

Obfuscate: verb Obscure, confuse, blur, muddle, complicate, muddy, cloud, befog; muddy the waters.
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Good: Reasons for choosing one real estate agent over another include personal service, care,
communication, and quality of work.
2. Logical:
Bad: Many people have contributed helpful inventions, so technology is making life easier for us.
Good: The constant influx of new technologies can lead us to feel overwhelmed. Nevertheless, many
of these technologies can make our lives easier.
3. Vague language:
Bad: Mr. X is highly educated.
Good: Mr. X holds a PhD in linguistics.
Bad: There are no boundaries to the age of library patrons, and the installation of vending machines is
a scheme that potentially has ill effects where young readers are concerned.
Good: Because the library is open to readers of all ages, including young readers who may overindulge
in unhealthy treats, it would be unwise to install vending machines.

Diction: Example 
Grammar
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DOs and DON'Ts for Writing Style
According to ETS officials, GRE readers are instructed to place less weight on writing style and
mechanics than on content and organization. But this doesn't mean that your writing style won't
influence the reader or affect your Analytical Writing score. You can bet that it will! To score high your
writing must be:


Articulate and precise (through the use of good diction and clear expression)



Correct in grammar, mechanics, and usage (conforming to the requirements of Standard
written English)



Persuasive in style (using rhetorical devices effectively)



Varied in sentence length and structure (to add interest and variety as well as to demonstrate
maturity and sophistication in writing style)

All of this is easier said than done, of course. Although there's only so much you can do in a few weeks
or even a few months to improve your writing, here are some specific style-related guidelines that
you can implement right away in your GRE essays.
DO maintain a somewhat formal tone; avoid slang and colloquialisms. Otherwise, instead of hitting a
"home run" with your essay, you'll be "out of luck" with the GRE readers, and you'll have to "snake"
your way into a "bottom-barrel" graduate program. Get the idea?
DON’T try to make your point with humor or sarcasm. Not that the GRE readers don't have a sense of
humor; it's just that they leave it at the door when they go to work for ETS.
DON’T overuse Latin and other non-English terms. The occasional use of Latin terms and acronymssuch asperse, i.e., and e.g.-is perfectly acceptable. Non-English words used commonly in academic
writing-such as vis-a-vis and caveat-are also acceptable.
Just don't overdo it. (Note: The GRE word processor won't allow you to include diacritical marks, like
the one above the "a" in "vis-a-vis." But don't worry about it; again, the GRE readers understand the
exam's constraints.)
DON’T try too hard to impress the readers with your vocabulary. However, try to demonstrate a
strong vocabulary. (Notice the words "imprudent," "unfettered," and "pandemic" in my sample Issue
www.avayeshahir.com
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essay on page 8). Just don't overdo it; and avoid technical terminology that only specialists and
scholars in a specific field can understand.
DO refer to yourself, at your option. Self-references—singular as well as plural—are perfectly
acceptable, though optional. Just be consistent.
DO be sure your references to the source of the statement or argument are appropriate. If no specific
source is provided, try using "speaker" or "statement" in your Issue essay and "author" or "argument"
in your Argument essay.
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The Analytical Writing Computer Interface
As you'll notice in the screen shot below, the analytical Writing computer interface has a lot in
common with the interface for the multiple-choice sections of the exam. At the top of the screen
you'll see:




The time remaining (in minutes) for the current writing task
The name of the test
The task, or section, number (either 1 or 2)

At the bottom of the screen you'll see:





A QUITTEST button (to stop and cancel your test)
An EXIT SECTION button (to move ahead to the second writing task or to the next section of
your exam)
A TIME button (to display time remaining to the nearest second)
A HELP button (to display directions for using the word processor and the toolbar buttons and
for responding to the writing topics)

Don't worry: To prevent you from unintentionally quitting the test or exiting a section, the test will
prompt you to confirm these actions.
N0TE: You'll notice in the screen shot below that the NEXT button appears light gray, signifying that
the button's function is currently disabled.
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The Analytical Writing Computer Tutorial
Before you begin the timed exam, the testing system will lead you through a multi-section tutorial
that covers all exam sections including Analytical Writing.(Each section steps you through a series of
screens.)During the tutorial, you'll learn:


How to use the mouse



How to scroll the screen display up and down



How to use the toolbar buttons (at the bottom of the screen)



How to use the built-in word processor

You won't have the option of skipping any section or any screen, and the system will require you to
demonstrate competence in using the various computerized features, including the system's word
processor—before you can begin the actual test. You can also practice using the word processor, at
your option, before beginning the timed test.
NOTE: Remember that you can elect to provide handwritten essays instead of using the exam's word
processor, but you must do so when you make an appointment to sit for the exam.

Features and Limitations of the Word Processor
Built into the computerized testing system is a bare-bones word processor. Let's look at its features
and limitations.

Navigation and Editing—Available Keyboard Commands
Here are the navigational and editing keys available in the test's built-in word processor:
Backspace removes the character to the left of the cursor
Delete removes the character to the right of the cursor
Home moves the cursor to the beginning of the line
End moves the cursor to the end of the
Line Arrow Keys move the cursor up, down, left, or right Enter inserts a paragraph break (starts a
new line)
Page UP moves the cursor up one page (screen)
Page Down moves the cursor down one page (screen)
www.avayeshahir.com
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Common Keyboard Commands Not Available
Certain often-used features of standard word-processing programs are not available in the GRE word
processor. For example, no keyboard commands are available for:
TAB—disabled (does not function)
Beginning/end of paragraph (not available)
Beginning/end of document (not available)

Mouse-driven editing functions
Cut, Paste, and Undo. In addition to editing keys, the GRE word processor includes mouse-driven CUT
(but not "copy"), PASTE, and UNDO. To cut text, select the text you wish to cut with your mouse. To
paste, position the mouse pointer at the desired insertion spot, then click your mouse. Drag-and-drop
cut-and-paste is not available. Also, the GRE word processor stores only your most recent cut, paste,
or undo.
NOTE: The GRE word processor does not include a "copy" function. If you want to copy certain text,
first cut the text, and immediately paste it back in the same position; then move the cursor and paste
the same text elsewhere in your document as needed.
The vertical scroll bar. Once you key in 10 lines or so, you'll have to scroll to view your entire
response. If you don't know how to scroll, the computer tutorial preceding the test will show you
how. For the Argument task, a vertical scrollbar will also appear to the right of the topic itself. Be sure
to scroll all the way down to make sure that you've read the entire Argument.
Spell checking, fonts, attributes, hyphenation, and special characters.
The GRE word processor does not include a spell checker, nor does it allow you to choose type-face or
point size. Neither manual nor automatic hyphenation is available. Attributes such as bold, italics, and
underlining are not available, nor are special characters that do not appear on a standard computer
keyboard.
NOTE: As for words you would otherwise italicize or underline (such as titles or certain non-English
words), it's okay to leave them as is. To signify an em-dash (-), use either two hyphens (--) or one
hyphen with a space both before and after it ( - ).
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Speed Tips for Using the GRE Word Processor
Let's face it: Fast typists hold an advantage over slower typists when it comes to GRE Analytical
Writing. So if you know you'll be in a time crunch, consider using the following shortcuts to speed up
the pecking process (and be sure to practice these shortcuts prior to the actual test):
 In your GRE Argument essay, use shorthand names or acronyms for multiple word
proper nouns. If you use an acronym, be sure to identify it the first time you use it. For
example, the word UpperCuts can be written as "UpperCuts (UC)" in the first sentence,
then simply be used as "UC" from that point forward.
In the GRE Argument essay, cut and paste phrases that you use repeatedly. Here are three examples
of the kinds of phrases you might wish to use more than once in your Argument essay:
1. "The argument depends on the assumption that..."
2. "Another problem with the author's recommendation is that..."
3. 'Lacking evidence to support this assumption, the author cannot confidently conclude
that..."
Instead of typing these phrases again and again in your Argument essay, cut and paste! Then "tweak 5"
them just a bit so they aren't all exactly the same.
 In the GRE Issue essay, if you're running out of time to compose your introductory and
concluding paragraphs (both of which you should compose after your body
paragraphs), cut and paste your summary paragraph to the end and to the
beginning of your essay. Then, quickly "tweak" the introductory paragraph so
that it reads like an introduction rather than a conclusion.

5

to change something slightly, especially in order to make it more correct, effective or suitable
• The software is pretty much there - it just needs a little tweaking.
• You just need to tweak the last paragraph and then it's done.
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How to Start and Finish the Issue and Argument Tasks within the Given
Time?
It is important to budget your time. Within the 30-minute time limit for the Issue task, you will need
to allow sufficient time to consider the issue and the specific instructions, plan a response, and
compose your essay. Within the 30-minute time limit for the Argument task, you will need to allow
sufficient time to consider the argument and the specific instructions, plan a response, and compose
your essay. Although GRE readers understand the time constraints under which you write and will
consider your response a first draft, you still want it to be the best possible example of your writing
that you can produce under the testing conditions.

Steps to Follow:
1. Read the Topic at least two times.
2. Brainstorm. (1 Minute)
3. Have a plan. (2 to 3 Minutes)
4. Write the Introduction, the Body Paragraphs, and the Conclusion. (23 to 24 Minutes)
5. Go through Your Writing to Check for Errors (3 Minutes): Save a few minutes at the end of
each timed task to check for obvious errors. Although an occasional spelling or grammatical
error will not affect your score, severe and persistent errors will detract from the overall
effectiveness of your writing and thus lower your score.
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The Issue Task
Analyzing and Understanding the Issue Task
The Analyze an Issue Task assesses your ability to think critically about a topic of general interest
according to specific instructions and to clearly express your thoughts about it in writing. Each issue
topic makes a claim that test takers can discuss from various perspectives and apply to many different
situations or conditions. The issue statement is followed by specific instructions. Your task is to
present a compelling case for your own position on the issue according to the specific instructions.
Before beginning your written response, be sure to read the issue and instructions carefully and think
about the issue from several points of view, considering the complexity of ideas associated with those
views. Then, make notes about the position you want to develop and list the main reasons and
examples that you could use to support that position.
It is important that you address the central issue according to the specific instructions. Each task is
accompanied by one of the following sets of instructions.
1. Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true
and explain how these considerations shape your position.
2. Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the
recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape
your position.
3. Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling
reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
4. Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position
and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should address both of the views presented.
www.avayeshahir.com
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5. Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
claim and the reason on which that claim is based.
6. Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for
the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the
possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences
shape your position.
The GRE readers scoring your response are not looking for a “right” answer—in fact, there is no
correct position to take. Instead, the readers are evaluating the skill with which you address the
specific instructions and articulate and develop an argument to support your evaluation of the issue.
Because the Issue task is meant to assess the persuasive writing skills that you have developed
throughout your education, it has been designed neither to require any particular course of study nor
to advantage students with a particular type of training. Many college textbooks on composition offer
advice on persuasive writing and argumentation that you might find useful, but even this advice might
be more technical and specialized than you need for the Issue task. You will not be expected to know
specific critical thinking or writing terms or strategies; instead, you should be able to respond to the
specific instructions and use reasons, evidence, and examples to support your position on an issue.

Your Stance/Position


agree absolutely with the claim, disagree completely, or agree with some parts and not others



question the assumptions the statement seems to be making



qualify6 any of its terms, especially if the way you define or apply a term is important to
developing your perspective on the issue



point out why the claim is valid in some situations but not in others



evaluate points of view that contrast with your own perspective



develop your position with reasons that are supported by several relevant examples or by a
single extended example

6

to add something to a statement in order to change it slightly or state the situations in which it is not true = modify, limit,
restrict
 I should qualify the diagnosis by saying that your condition may improve with diet alone.
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 Suppose, for instance, that an Issue topic asks you to consider a policy that would require
government financial support for art museums and the implications of implementing the policy.
1. If your position is that government should fund art museums, you might support your position
by discussing the reasons art is important and explain that government funding would make
access to museums available to everyone.
2. On the other hand, if your position is that government should not support museums, you
might point out that, given limited governmental funds, art museums are not as deserving of
governmental funding as are other, more socially important, institutions, which would suffer if
the policy were implemented.
3. Or, if you are in favor of government funding for art museums only under certain conditions,
you might focus on the artistic criteria, cultural concerns, or political conditions that you think
should determine how—or whether—art museums receive government funds.
It is not your position that matters so much as the critical thinking skills you display in developing
your position. An excellent way to prepare for the Issue task is to practice writing on some of the
published topics. There is no “best” approach: some people prefer to start practicing without regard
to the 30-minute time limit; others prefer to take a “timed test” first and practice within the time
limit.
You are free to organize and develop your response in any way you think will enable you to
effectively communicate your ideas about the issue. Your response may incorporate particular writing
strategies learned in English composition or writing-intensive college courses. GRE readers will not be
looking for a particular developmental strategy or mode of writing; in fact, when GRE readers are
trained, they review hundreds of Issue responses that, although highly diverse in content and form,
display similar levels of critical thinking and persuasive writing.
 Readers will see some Issue responses at the 6 score level that begin by briefly summarizing
the writer's position on the issue and then explicitly announcing the main points to be argued. They
will see others that lead into the writer's position by making a prediction, asking a series of
questions, describing a scenario or defining critical terms in the quotation. The readers know that a
writer can earn a high score by giving multiple examples or by presenting a single, extended
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example. Support your position on the issue with reasons and examples drawn from such areas as
your reading, experience, observations, and/or academic studies.
You should use as many or as few paragraphs as you consider appropriate for your argument; e.g.,
you will probably need to create a new paragraph whenever your discussion shifts to a new cluster
of ideas. What matters is not the number of examples, the number of paragraphs or the form your
argument takes, but the cogency of your ideas about the issue and the clarity and skill with which you
communicate those ideas to academic readers.
You will be given a brief quotation that states or implies an issue of general interest and specific
instructions on how to respond to that issue. You will then have 30 minutes to plan and compose a
response according to the specific instructions. A response to any other issue will receive a score of
zero.
Trained GRE readers will evaluate your response for its overall quality, based on how well you:


Respond to the specific task instructions



Consider the complexities of the issue



Organize, develop, and express your ideas



Support your ideas with relevant reasons and/or examples



Control the elements of standard written English

Before you begin writing, you may want to think for a few minutes about the issue and the specific
task instructions and then plan your response. Be sure to develop your position fully and organize it
coherently, but leave time to reread what you have written and make any revisions you think are
necessary.

Analysis of an Issue Task
In our time, specialists of all kinds are highly overrated. We need more generalists7—people who
can provide broad perspectives.

7

Generalist noun = a person who has knowledge of several different subjects or activities
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This claim raises several related questions: 1. What does it mean to be a generalist or a specialist, and
2. what value do they have for society? 3. Does society actually need more generalists, and 4. are
specialists, in fact, “highly overrated?”
There are several basic positions you could take on this issue: 1. Yes, society needs more generalists
and places too high a value on specialists. 2. No, the opposite is true. 3. it depends on various factors.
4. both groups are important in today’s culture - neither is overvalued. Your analysis might draw
examples from a particular society or country, from one or more areas of society, or from various
situations. It might focus on the role of generalists and specialists in relation to communications,
transportation, politics, information, or technology. Any of these approaches is valid, so long as you
use relevant reasons and examples to support your position.
Before you stake out a position, take a few moments to reread the claim. To analyze the Issue Topic,
consider questions such as these:


What are the main differences between specialists and generalists? What are the strong
points of each?



Do these differences always hold in various professions or situations? Could there be some
specialists, for example, who also need to have very broad knowledge and general abilities
to perform their work well?



How do generalists and specialists function in your field?



What value do you think society places on specialists and generalists? Are specialists
overvalued in some situations, and not in others?



Does society really need more generalists than it has? If so, what needs would they serve?

 To check sample responses for this task, check Issue Task 7 in this pamphlet.
Now you can organize your thoughts into two groups:


Reasons and examples to support the claim & Reasons and examples to support an
opposing point of view

 If you find one view clearly more persuasive than the other, consider developing an argument
from that perspective. As you build your argument, keep in mind the other points, which you could
argue against.
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 If both groups have compelling points, consider developing a position supporting, not the stated
claim, but a more limited or more complex claim. Then you can use reasons and examples from
both sides to justify your position.

Another Issue Task Sample
Following is a sample Issue task that you might see on the test:
As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think for
themselves will surely deteriorate.
Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for
the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which
the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your
position.

Steps to Follow:
1. Read the Topic at least two times.
In this task, you are asked to discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement.
Thus, responses may range from strong agreement or strong disagreement to qualified agreement or
qualified disagreement. You are also instructed to explain your reasoning and consider ways in which
the statement might or might not hold true. A successful response need not comment on all or any
one of the points listed below and may well discuss other reasons or examples not mentioned here in
support of the position taken.
Although this topic is accessible to respondents of all levels of ability, for any response to receive a
top score, it is particularly important that you remain focused on the task and provide clearly relevant
examples and/or reasons to support the point of view you are expressing. Lower level responses may
be long and full of examples of modern technology, but those examples may not be clearly related to
a particular position. For example, a respondent who strongly disagrees with the statement may
choose to use computer technology as proof that thinking ability is not deteriorating. However, the
mere existence of computer technology does not adequately prove this point; e.g., perhaps the ease
of computer use inhibits our thinking ability. To receive a higher level score, the respondent should
explain in what ways computer technology may call for or require thinking ability.
www.avayeshahir.com
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This topic could elicit a wide variety of approaches, especially considering the different possible
interpretations of the phrase "the ability of humans to think for themselves." Although most
respondents may take it to mean problem solving, others could interpret it as emotional and social
intelligence; i.e., the ability to communicate/connect with others. With any approach, it is possible to
discuss examples such as calculators, word processing tools such as spell/grammar check, tax
preparation software, Internet research, and a variety of other common household and business
technologies.
2. Brainstorm
Once you have a sense of what the essay expects—a nuanced position and thoughtful analysis on a
complex issue—you should get in the habit of coming up with an introduction that reflects this.
Once you’re adept at coming up with a thesis statement that isn’t one-sided or directly in the middle,
start coming up with examples to support your position. As soon as you come up with an example,
though, think of a counterargument. Then, think of ways that the counterargument is valid and ways
that it is not valid. If you keep thinking to yourself, “There are so many objections to my position!”
that’s not a bad thing. Simply choose a few likely objections and address them using critical analysis.
Again, there are supposed to be plenty of objections to any position, since an issue featured on the
GRE tends to be complex and affords many perspectives. By acknowledging that you’re aware of them
and by handling them in a way that leaves your main thesis intact, you’re well on your way to a strong
score in the Issue task.
3. Have a plan.
You may agree with the topic and argue that:


reliance on technology leads to dependency; we come to rely on problem-solving technologies
to such a degree that when they fail we are in worse shape than if we didn't have them



everyday technologies such as calculators and cash registers have decreased our ability to
perform simple calculations, a "use it or lose it" approach to thinking ability

Or you may take issue with the topic and argue that technology facilitates and improves our thinking
skills, arguing that:


developing, implementing, and using technology requires problem solving
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technology frees us from mundane problem solving (e.g., calculations) and allows us to engage
in more complex thinking



technology provides access to information otherwise unavailable



technology connects people at a distance and allows them to share ideas



technology is dependent on the human ability to think and make choices (every
implementation of and advance in technology is driven by human intelligence and decision
making)

On the other hand, you could decide to explore the middle ground in the debate and point out that
while technology may diminish some mental skill sets, it enables other (perhaps more important)
types of thinking to thrive. Such a response might distinguish between complex problem solving and
simple "data maintenance" (i.e., performing calculations and organizing information).
Other approaches could involve taking a historical, philosophical or sociological stance or, with equal
effectiveness, using personal experience to illustrate a position. One could argue that the value or
detriment of relying on technology is determined by the individual (or society) using it or that only
those who develop technology (i.e., technical specialists) are maintaining their problem-solving skills,
while the rest of us are losing them.
Again, it is important for you to avoid overly general examples or lists of examples without expansion.
It is also essential to do more than paraphrase the prompt. Please keep in mind that what counts is
the ability to clearly express a particular point of view in relation to the issue and specific task
instructions and to support that position with relevant reasons and/or examples.
4. Write the Introduction, the Body Paragraphs, and the Conclusion.

Issue Task: As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think
for themselves will surely deteriorate.
Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the
statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

4.a Write the Introduction
www.avayeshahir.com
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Example Introduction:
(General Statement)  Technology is becoming a bigger part of our lives each day. People are always
on their cellphones or in front of a computer. (Writer’s Stance)  This is not good for our ability to
think clearly. Therefore, humans will not be able to think for themselves as time goes on.

The thesis makes what is quite possibly the single biggest mistake on the GRE. It addresses the
instruction, “discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree,” by completely agreeing. Now, if
you’re thinking, Oh, all I have to do is completely disagree, you’re equally wrong. The GRE
intentionally makes statements that are one-sided so that you can basically say, Actually, it’s not that
simple; the issue is much more complex and nuanced. Here is why and here is my position.
At this point, there may be alarm bells going off. You may think that you always have to take a
position to avoid being wishy-washy8. This is 100 percent correct.
Nevertheless, there’s a major difference between saying technology is both helpful and harmful, and
the following:
Technology clearly has given us great benefits, from increasing the quality of life to destroying
the barrier of distance by allowing us to connect face-to-face over smartphones or computers.
But technology also has offloaded many skills that we once used our brains to rely on:
crunching numbers, memorizing the location of a friend’s home amongst byzantine streets, or
remembering an important date. And while it is easy to think that human beings are headed
for a life in which we are mere biological automata, our thinking highly diminished, technology
has—and most likely will—continue to supplant thought processes that are generally tedious,
allowing us to focus on what really matters and thus sharpening our thinking in these critical
areas.
Notice that this introduction started off by introducing not only the topic but also both sides of the
issue—the 100 percent agree and the 100 percent disagree. In a mere two sentences, it paints both
positions as gross simplifications of a complex debate. Yet it doesn’t take the easy road out by saying
that both are equally right; instead, it describes a nuanced position that’s far closer to the “disagree”
side than to the “agree” side. That position is in a somewhat wordy thesis, though. You should err on

8

wishy-washy adjective (informal, disapproving) = not having clear or firm ideas or beliefs
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the side of9 brevity when it comes to your main position. In this case, the thesis can be simplified to
the following:
Technology doesn’t deteriorate our thinking in issues that are important—that is, those that
can’t simply be offloaded10 to the nearest smartphone or computer.
4.b Write the Body Paragraphs
The 1st body Paragraphs
The iPhone, when it first came on the market, seemed like a great thing to have. It could do
everything for you and was very popular. For instance, it had a calculator on it, a calendar in
which you could set important meetings, and an alert so you remembered to do things. There
were also GPS and an Internet connection so you could figure out where things were. But
now that we have that capability, people are bumping into each other on the streets because
they are so engrossed in their phones. They read constant news reports or update their social
media posts. This all shows how our thinking is deteriorating because the smartphone is
doing it for us.
Did you find that paragraph persuasive? The paragraph is basically constructed to show how the
iPhone does things that we used to do and therefore it deteriorates our thinking. That’s highly
simplistic thinking. Even colorful writing cannot make up for the lack of analysis, as the next example
shows.
What was once the province of our highest brain regions has been co-opted11 by a mere black
box. Pandora12 thought she had it bad? There’s no hope for us with an iPhone constantly in

9

To err on the side of (something): Twenty-five people have replied to the invitation, but I've erred on the side of caution
and put out 30 chairs.
 جانب (چيزى را) گرفتن،(در امر خير يا چيز خوب) زياده روى كردن

10

to get rid of sth/sb that you do not need or want by passing it/them to sb else
• ~ sth/sb on/onto sb It's nice to have someone you can offload your problems onto.
11

1. (of an elected group) to make someone a member through the choice of the present members
• She was co-opted on to the committee last June.
2. to include someone in something, often against their will
• Although he was reluctant to get involved, he was co-opted onto the committee in 1998.
12

Pandora's box literary = can of worms (informal) A thing or problem that, if activated, will give rise to many
unmanageable problems.
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our hand doing our thinking for us. We are already a platoon 13 of zombies in lockstep14
through crowded city streets, our thumbs frenetically at our phones: update, update, update.
Yes, that was cute—though the test writers won’t necessarily think so. Sadly, we’ve seen many able
writers go down this very path.
By coming up with a nuanced position in your introduction, on the other hand, you allow yourself to
analyze your example throughout the body paragraph.
When showing instances in which your example doesn’t hold true, it will be over a subtle point, not
something major that might compromise your thesis.
Let’s return to the directions for a moment. Look at how the boldfaced part encourages you to
analyze, not merely explain:
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement
and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position,
you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how
these considerations shape your position.
So you aren’t just saying the iPhone or technology is bad. You’re saying that the iPhone is bad in some
cases because it, say, cuts people off from real social interaction. You could give a quick example. But
then you could qualify that further by saying, “However, those social media interactions can/may
lead to actual social interactions.” For instance, if I use Facebook to facilitate meet-ups I have with
people who share common interests, then the program is actually enhancing social interaction.
That’s analysis. It shows that the issue is complex, that it depends, e.g., social media isn’t inherently
bad; it depends on how you use it. Describing what those ways are and using concrete examples will
lend your paragraph further support. You can sum each body paragraph up by pointing out in your

 If they insist on having that inquiry, they will open up a Pandora's box.
 Corruption is a serious problem, but nobody has yet been willing to open up that can of worms.
13

a small group of about 10 or 12 soldiers, with a lieutenant in charge of it

14

a method of marching in step such that the men follow one another as closely as possible
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final sentence how your example links back to your thesis. Then you can move on to the next body
paragraph.
Here are some specific ways to thread analysis into your paragraph:
1. Anticipate the objection. One way to show that you’re not extreme in either agreeing or
disagreeing is by showing the other side of the argument. One way to do this is to anticipate what the
objection might be. For instance, let’s say you’re arguing that social media keep us from real-life
interactions, thereby eroding our ability to think:
While many may argue that not all forms of social media are bad and that social media does
have advantages, from being able to keep in touch with far-away friends and family to
venting your thoughts at three o’clock in the morning, they overlook something important.
There is a cost to such convenient connections: we are less likely to reach out to those who
matter most.
The first sentence addresses an objection to your position. The second sentence shows a weakness in
this objection.
2. Concession point. Another way to show the other side of the argument is with a concession point.
This specifically gets at the part of the instructions that say, “In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true.”
Essentially, you’re getting back to the idea of “it depends.” That is, you’re describing what your
position depends on. For instance, consider the example with social media:
True, not all forms of social media harm our ability to function in social contexts. Indeed, one
could argue that many conflicts that might become more contentious

15

in a face-to-face

scenario would be better hashed out16 with a smiley-face and a “like.” But for the most part,
social media can eat away at17 the fabric18 of our most intimate bonds.

15

a contentious issue: controversial, disputable, debatable, disputed, open to debate.
a contentious debate: heated, vehement, fierce, violent, intense, impassioned.

16

to discuss something very thoroughly and carefully, especially until you reach an agreement = thrash out
 The reorganization plan was hashed out September 16.

17

1. eat away at sb = worry = to bother or worry someone.
• Her failure to pass the exam was eating away at her. • Fear of appearing in court was eating away at Tom.
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Notice that we’ve pointed out an instance in which our position doesn’t hold true (conflict). We
didn’t go on to show how that objection was incorrect as we did with “anticipate an objection.” The
reason this shows critical thinking/analysis and isn’t an example of being wishy-washy or uncertain is
that you admit that the issue isn’t black and white, that there are little shades of grey in there, but
that your position still holds in general.
3. If/then statements. One way to show that you’re thinking critically about an issue is to bring up
if/then, or hypothetical scenarios. Note that these shouldn’t make up most of your essay, since
hypotheticals aren’t as convincing. But peppering them here and there can add an extra dimension of
analysis.
If people spend their time constantly “plugged in” to their cell phones, then it will diminish the
quality of connections they have. For instance, if a person cannot stop thinking of the latest
sports scores or whether they got a “like” on a photo they just posted, then the level of
engagement they have with a real-life human being suffers.
Now let’s take a look at an essay. You should note what the essay does well and what it could improve
on.
Below are the first two paragraphs of an essay: the introduction and the first body paragraph:
From the mundane, virtual calendars that have each minute of each day planned out for the
next three months to the profound, diagnostic tools that allow physicians to capture cancer in
its earliest stages, technology is greatly shaping the way we live and think. With this increased
reliance, some argue, surely our ability to think for ourselves becomes diminished. After all,
many of us are unable to recall our home phone number, or those of any of our close friends,
since everything is stored on an electronic device. While it is tempting to think that such
dependence portends19 an apocalypse20 in thinking skills, much of the technology we use
2. to remove parts, bit by bit. • John's disease was eating away at him. • The acid in the rain slowly ate away at the
stone wall.
18

singular the ~ (of sth) (formal) the basic structure of a society, an organization, etc. that enables it to function
successfully
• a trend which threatens the very fabric of society
)تاروپود (اجتماعي يا معنوى و غيره
19

presage, augur, foreshadow, foretell, prophesy; be a sign, warn, be an omen, indicate, herald, signal, bode, promise,
threaten, signify, denote; poetic/literary forebode.
20

1. singular, uncountable the destruction of the world
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today actually allows us to function more efficiently and focus our attention on thinking about
those things that matter most.
Nowhere are information and the ability to use that information more critical to our lives than
in medicine. Doctors inundated with patients and the recordkeeping this entails are more
prone to making errors. Some of these errors might seem venial21—thinking an allergy is a
cold. Other oversights22, however, can be downright lethal. Fortunately, in the last decade,
technology has played a far greater role in both informing and guiding the decisions of
physicians. Patient histories that were previously lost if the patients moved to another
provider can now be easily accessed via electronic devices. Timely and redundant procedures
can now be dispensed with a quick flick of the wrist. Physicians can use an iPad to access a
patient’s history—one that has sedulously23 been stored in a database. They can now focus on
those fields in which technology has yet to catch up with the human intellect—the diagnosis,
the ability to read an X-ray. Indeed, they will have more time to hone24 such skills, to augment
their thinking, as much of the minutiae25 of medicine can be “outsourced” to technology. That
is not to say that technology has become a panacea, as it were 26, for the medical profession;
• Civilization is on the brink of apocalypse.
2. the Apocalypse singular = the end of the world, as described in the Bible
3. singular a situation causing very serious damage and destruction
• an environmental apocalypse
21

describes a wrong action that is not serious and therefore easy to forgive
• a venial sin/error
22

1. A stupid oversight: mistake, error, omission, lapse, slip, blunder; informal slip-up, goof.
2. The omission was due to oversight: carelessness, inattention, negligence, forgetfulness, laxity.
3. School governors have oversight of the curriculum: supervision, surveillance, superintendence, charge, care,
administration, management.
23

Sedulous adjective diligent, careful, meticulous, thorough, assiduous, attentive, industrious, conscientious, ultra-careful,
punctilious, scrupulous, painstaking, minute, rigorous, particular.
24

1. to develop and improve sth, especially a skill, over a period of time
• ~ sth She honed her debating skills at college.
2. ~ sth (to sth) to make a blade sharp or sharper
• The knife had been honed to razor sharpness. • The hook should be honed to a needle-sharp point.
25

Minutiae BrE [maɪˈnjuːʃiiː+ NAmE *mɪˈnuːʃiiː+ [ðə.mɪˈnuː.ʃi.aɪ] noun plural very small details = niceties, finer points,
particulars, trivia, trivialities • the minutiae of the contract
26

so to speak, in a manner of speaking, to some extent, so to say; informal sort of.
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human error can pop up in anything from transfer of records to a doctor becoming overly
reliant on the Internet to the detriment of her clinical skills. Yet those very oversights
technology itself will be able to redress27, as doctors become better at documenting any
oversights and making such discoveries available, via technology, to a wider audience. In sum,
as technology becomes a greater part of the medical profession, physicians will better be able
to focus and refine their uniquely human thinking abilities.
That’s a pretty solid body paragraph, though it’s a bit on the long side. The author probably should
have summarized a little less at the beginning. Again, it’s not so much the specifics of the example as
the analysis. As a result, the writer might only have had time to furnish a much shorter second body
paragraph before moving on to the conclusion.
It’s important to note that you do not need three body paragraphs. In fact, we’d argue that two wellexecuted body paragraphs is the best way to go given the thirty minutes you have.
Back to the essay. Here is what this body paragraph does well in terms of analysis: it anticipates an
objection and clearly addresses it:
That is not to say that technology has become a panacea, as it were, for the medical
profession; human error can pop up in anything from transfer of records, to a doctor
becoming overly reliant on the Internet to the detriment of her clinical skills. Yet those very
oversights technology itself will be able to redress, as doctors become better at documenting
any oversights and making such discoveries available, via technology, to a wider audience.
It also clearly links back to the thesis in the middle of the paragraph, before it goes into the analysis:
They can now focus on those fields in which technology has yet to catch up with the human
intellect.
But the paragraph isn’t perfect. Had it explained in even more detail how technology isn’t a panacea,
or fleshed out the idea of “detriment to clinical skills,” while showing that these things didn’t detract
from the overall force of the thesis, it would have been an excellent paragraph. For now, it’s a strong
27

Verb 1. rectify, correct, right, put to rights, compensate for, amend, remedy, make good, resolve, settle. • We redressed
the problem:
2. even up, regulate, equalize. • We aim to redress the balance:
Noun = compensation, reparation, restitution, recompense, repayment, indemnity, indemnification, retribution,
satisfaction; justice.

www.avayeshahir.com

Page 31

beginning, but the writer should be careful not to spend too much time summarizing in the next
paragraph.
We’ve included two different versions of the next paragraph to this essay. One would likely lead to a 5
essay score, style notwithstanding, the other a 6 score. Which body paragraph do you think should
earn the 6 score, and why?
Body paragraph #2—version 1
Likewise, our daily lives are inundated with menial28 tasks. Do I really need to be able to have
the hippocampal development of a taxi driver and know where every street in my city is so I
never get lost? Do I need to be able to do rapid mental math so I don’t end up undertipping
the waiter? The list of items that once cost people valuable time and bandwidth is long. But
technology has evolved to the point that such concerns need no longer worry us. Instead, we
can give full attention and passion to whatever our specialty or passion in life is. As a concert
pianist, I’d rather have a ream of a Brahms concerto running through my head than wonder if
I have to take a left up the next hill. With GPS leading the way, the music can keep playing in
my head.
Body paragraph #2—version 2
At the same time, technology does threaten important aspects of our critical thinking. While
many are too pessimistic on this account, there are still innovations of which we need to be
wary. There is an inherent element of addiction built into the Internet, whether it be the alerts
from a social media or the video game that lures you in by comparing your performance to
that of other avid players. This “gamification”29 is the result of programmers and designers
finding what works best at ensuring that we do not leave a certain site or stop playing a
certain game. Immured30 in such a world, we will surely see our thinking skills deteriorate,

28

describes work that is boring, makes you feel tired, and is given a low social value
• It's fairly menial work, such as washing dishes and cleaning floors. • a menial job/task
29

Gamification is the application of game-design elements and game principles in non-game contexts. Gamification
commonly employs game design elements which are used in non-game contexts to improve user engagement,
organizational productivity, flow, learning, crowdsourcing, employee recruitment and evaluation, ease of use, usefulness
of systems, physical exercise, traffic violations, voter apathy, and more.
30
confine, intern, shut up, lock up, incarcerate, imprison, jail, put behind bars, put under lock and key, hold captive, hold
prisoner; detain, hold.
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beyond, of course, whatever improvement in hand-eye coordination we get from a game. Yet
even with these downsides, if one is aware of them and learns to steel oneself against the
temptations of being compulsively online, he or she can reap31 the aspect of technology that
frees us up to think about matters that are truly important.
Grades
Version 1
The first paragraph lapses32 into one-sidedness. It suggests technology can free us from all the menial
stuff. It then goes on to—entertainingly, we might add—list quite a few of these. But where is the
analysis of the issue? It definitely gives specific examples, which can help bring a 4 essay up to the 5
range. But without digging deeper into the debate and showing how their position is shaped, this
paragraph really only becomes convincing to those who already agree with what the writer has to say.
Assuming this essay has a standard conclusion, we’d give it a 5. There was too much summary and not
enough analysis in the first body paragraph, and no real analysis in the last body paragraph. That said,
the essay does well in terms of style. Both the vocabulary used (“sedulously,” “inundated”)—and used
correctly—and the complex sentence structure will positively influence the graders. Had the essay
been less well-written, the lack of analysis—especially in the second paragraph—would have stood
out more. Not to be overlooked, the wealth of detail allows the writer to write more. And though it
might sound ridiculous, the length of the essay contributes to the grade. To be fair, the first thing
graders will likely notice when they look at your essay is the length. Provided the essay doesn’t
ramble nonsensically, the longer the essay the better.
Version 2
This paragraph starts with a concession point: there’s some validity to the other side. But it’s not
saying, “Yes, the other side is equally valid.” That would be fence-sitting, or being wishy-washy. It’s
saying there’s an aspect of the other side that has some merit and shows that my argument doesn’t
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Verb ~ sth = to obtain sth, especially sth good, as a direct result of sth that you have done
• They are now reaping the rewards of all their hard work.
32

Noun 1. failure, failing, slip, error, mistake, blunder, fault, omission. • A lapse of concentration
2. interval, gap, pause, interlude, lull, hiatus, break; passage, course, passing. • A lapse of time
Verb = to get into a worse state or become worse
• Following his death, the Empire lapsed into chaos.
• His poetry often lapses into sentimentality.
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always hold true. This is the type of critical thinking that the test graders like. You’ll of course have to
be specific. Here, the essay describes those technologies that can threaten our ability to think.
Now you don’t actually have to agree with this essay. In fact, you might be an avid gamer and bristle
at the writer’s contention that your critical thinking has been impaired. But the graders aren’t grading
essays on how closely the writer’s views conform to their own. They’re looking at the analysis the
writer brings to the issue. In this case, the writer does very well and this essay merits a 6.
4.c Write the Conclusion
We’d say the conclusion is the least important part of the essay. It’s almost like the period that comes
at the end of this sentence. Omitting it would have been an egregious lapse in punctuation. By
including it, you hardly notice.
So, as long as the conclusion recaps the essay’s main point and perhaps ends with an apt parting
thought, it doesn’t need to be longer than three sentences. Even two sentences would suffice. And
don’t forget the period at the end!
First sentence recaps: Though many feel that technology, in taking over many of the roles that were
once under our cognitive domain, will harm our ability to think, they miss the point that much of what
is being “outsourced” was not what made us critical thinkers in the first place.
Second sentence quickly mentions examples: Instead, technology can augment those critical thinking
skills that will always be a part of our uniquely human roles—whether they be that of a doctor or a
concert pianist.
Third sentence offers a parting thought33: To think otherwise is to forget what truly makes us human.

33

Your last words before you say goodbye/finish a letter or a piece of writing.
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DOs and DON’Ts for the Issue Writing Task
Here's a quick list of DOs and DON'TS to keep you on the right track in organizing and composing your
Issue essay. To internalize the ideas in this list, earmark the list and refer back to it from time to time
as you read the sample essays in Part2.
DO try to break apart the statement into components or discrete areas of consideration. In fact, many
GRE Issue statements are intentionally designed for you to do so.
DON'T waste time second-guessing what the reader might agree (or disagree) with. Instead, just be
sure to acknowledge various perspectives on the issue and develop a well-supported position on it.
DO "hedge" your position by qualifying your viewpoint and acknowledging others. In doing so, you
won't appear wishy-washy, but rather thoughtful and scholarly!
DON'T be reluctant to take a strong stance on an issue; but avoid coming across as fanatical or
extreme. Approach the Issue essay as an intellectual exercise, not as a forum for sharing your personal
belief system.
DON'T dwell on the details, but don't try to cover everything. Try to cover as many points in your
outline as you have time for, devoting no more than one paragraph to each one. At the same time,
don’t worry if you're forced to leave the secondary and more tangential points on your scratch paper.
GRE readers understand your time constraints.
DON'T overdo it when it comes to drawing on personal experiences to support your position. Try
instead to demonstrate a breadth of both real-world experience and academic knowledge.
DON'T approach the Issue task as a trivia contest. Bolster your position with names and events with
which the readers are likely to have at least some familiarity, not by recounting statistics, quoting
obscure sources, or citing little-known historical events.
DO explain how each example you mention illustrates your point. Anyone can simply list a long string
of examples and claim that they illustrate a point. But the readers are looking for incisive analysis, not
fast typing.
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Analytical Writing Sample Responses and Reader Commentaries
Issue Task 1. As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans
to think for themselves will surely deteriorate.
Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning
for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in
which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your
position.
Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 response presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of
the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.
A typical response in this category


articulates a clear and insightful position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task



develops the position fully with compelling reasons and/or persuasive examples



sustains a well-focused, well-organized analysis, connecting ideas logically



conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety



demonstrates superior facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar,
usage and mechanics), but may have minor errors

Essay Response — Score 6
The statement linking technology negatively with free thinking plays on recent human experience
over the past century. Surely there has been no time in history where the lived lives of people have
changed more dramatically. A quick reflection on a typical day reveals how technology has
revolutionized the world. Most people commute to work in an automobile that runs on an internal
combustion engine. During the workday, chances are high that the employee will interact with a
computer that processes information on silicon bridges that are .09 microns wide. Upon leaving
home, family members will be reached through wireless networks that utilize satellites orbiting the
earth. Each of these common occurrences could have been inconceivable at the turn of the 19th
century.
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The statement attempts to bridge these dramatic changes to a reduction in the ability for humans to
think for themselves. The assumption is that an increased reliance on technology negates the need for
people to think creatively to solve previous quandaries. Looking back at the introduction, one could
argue that without a car, computer, or mobile phone, the hypothetical worker would need to find
alternate methods of transport, information processing and communication. Technology short
circuits this thinking by making the problems obsolete.
However, this reliance on technology does not necessarily preclude the creativity that marks the
human species. The prior examples reveal that technology allows for convenience. The car, computer
and phone all release additional time for people to live more efficiently. This efficiency does not
preclude the need for humans to think for themselves. In fact, technology frees humanity to not only
tackle new problems, but may itself create new issues that did not exist without technology. For
example, the proliferation of automobiles has introduced a need for fuel conservation on a global
scale. With increasing energy demands from emerging markets, global warming becomes a concern
inconceivable to the horse-and-buggy generation. Likewise dependence on oil has created nationstates that are not dependent on taxation, allowing ruling parties to oppress minority groups such as
women. Solutions to these complex problems require the unfettered imaginations of maverick
scientists and politicians.
In contrast to the statement, we can even see how technology frees the human imagination. Consider
how the digital revolution and the advent of the internet has allowed for an unprecedented exchange
of ideas. WebMD, a popular internet portal for medical information, permits patients to self research
symptoms for a more informed doctor visit. This exercise opens pathways of thinking that were
previously closed off to the medical layman. With increased interdisciplinary interactions, inspiration
can arrive from the most surprising corners. Jeffrey Sachs, one of the architects of the UN Millenium
Development Goals, based his ideas on emergency care triage techniques. The unlikely marriage of
economics and medicine has healed tense, hyperinflation environments from South America to
Eastern Europe.
This last example provides the most hope in how technology actually provides hope to the future of
humanity. By increasing our reliance on technology, impossible goals can now be achieved. Consider
how the late 20th century witnessed the complete elimination of smallpox. This disease had ravaged
the human race since prehistorical days, and yet with the technology of vaccines, free thinking
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humans dared to imagine a world free of smallpox. Using technology, battle plans were drawn out,
and smallpox was systematically targeted and eradicated.
Technology will always mark the human experience, from the discovery of fire to the implementation
of nanotechnology. Given the history of the human race, there will be no limit to the number of
problems, both new and old, for us to tackle. There is no need to retreat to a Luddite attitude to new
things, but rather embrace a hopeful posture to the possibilities that technology provides for new
avenues of human imagination.
627 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 6
The author of this essay stakes out a clear and insightful position on the issue and follows the specific
instructions by presenting reasons to support that position. The essay cogently argues that technology
does not decrease our ability to think for ourselves, but merely provides "additional time for people to
live more efficiently." In fact, the problems that have developed alongside the growth of technology
(pollution, political unrest in oil-producing nations) actually call for more creative thinking, not less.
In further examples, the essay shows how technology allows for the linking of ideas that may never
have been connected in the past (like medicine and economic models), pushing people to think in new
ways. Examples are persuasive and fully developed; reasoning is logically sound and well supported.
Ideas in the essay are connected logically, with effective transitions used both between paragraphs
("However" or "In contrast to the statement") and within paragraphs. Sentence structure is varied and
complex and the essay clearly demonstrates facility with the "conventions of standard written English
(i.e., grammar, usage and mechanics)," with only minor errors appearing. Thus, this essay meets all
the requirements for receiving a top score, a 6.
Score 5 — Strong
In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 response presents a generally thoughtful, welldeveloped analysis of the issue and conveys meaning clearly.
A typical response in this category


presents a clear and well-considered position on the issue in accordance with the assigned
task



develops the position with logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen examples
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is focused and generally well organized, connecting ideas appropriately



conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety



demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English, but may have minor
errors

Essay Response — Score 5
Surely many of us have expressed the following sentiment, or some variation on it, during our daily
commutes to work: "People are getting so stupid these days!" Surrounded as we are by striding and
strident automatons with cell phones glued to their ears, PDA's gripped in their palms, and
omniscient, omnipresent CNN gleaming in their eyeballs, it's tempting to believe that technology has
isolated and infantilized us, essentally transforming us into dependent, conformist morons best
equipped to sideswip one another in our SUV's.
Furthermore, hanging around with the younger, pre-commute generation, whom tech-savviness
seems to have rendered lethal, is even less reassuring. With "Teen People" style trends shooting
through the air from tiger-striped PDA to zebra-striped PDA, and with the latest starlet gossip zipping
from juicy Blackberry to teeny, turbo-charged cell phone, technology seems to support young
people's worst tendencies to follow the crowd. Indeed, they have seemingly evolved into intergalactic
conformity police. After all, today's tech-aided teens are, courtesy of authentic, hands-on video
games, literally trained to kill; courtesy of chat and instant text messaging, they have their own
language; they even have tiny cameras to efficiently photodocument your fashion blunders! Is this
adolescence, or paparazzi terrorist training camp?
With all this evidence, it's easy to believe that tech trends and the incorporation of technological
wizardry into our everyday lives have served mostly to enforce conformity, promote dependence,
heighten comsumerism and materialism, and generally create a culture that values self-absorption
and personal entitlement over cooperation and collaboration. However, I argue that we are merely in
the inchoate stages of learning to live with technology while still loving one another. After all, even
given the examples provided earlier in this essay, it seems clear that technology hasn't impaired our
thinking and problem-solving capacities. Certainly it has incapacitated our behavior and manners;
certainly our values have taken a severe blow. However, we are inarguably more efficient in our
badness these days. We're effective worker bees of ineffectiveness!
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If T\technology has so increased our senses of self-efficacy that we can become veritable agents of
the awful, virtual CEO's of selfishness, certainly it can be beneficial. Harnessed correctly, technology
can improve our ability to think and act for ourselves. The first challenge is to figure out how to
provide technology users with some direly-needed direction.
382 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 5
The language of this essay clearly illustrates both its strengths and weaknesses. The flowery and
sometimes uncannily keen descriptions are often used to powerful effect, but at other times, the
writing is awkward and the comparisons somewhat strained. See, for example, the ungainly sequence
of independent clauses in the second-to-last sentence of paragraph 2 ("After all, today's tech-aided
teens ...").
There is consistent evidence of facility with syntax and complex vocabulary ("Surrounded as we are by
striding and strident automatons with cell phones glued to their ears, PDA's gripped in their palms,
and omniscient, omnipresent CNN gleaming in their eyeballs, it's tempting to believe..."). However,
such lucid prose is sometimes countered by an over-reliance on abstractions and reasoning that is not
entirely effective. For example, what does the fact that video games "literally train [teens] to kill" have
to do with the use or deterioration of thinking abilities? On the whole, however, the response develops
its ideas about the ways that technology can promote isolation and conformity with well-chosen
examples, even if its ideas about the positive effects of technology are less successfully realized.
Because this essay provides generally thoughtful analysis and takes a complex approach to the issue
(arguing, in effect, that technology neither enhances nor reduces our ability to think for ourselves, but
can do one or the other, depending on the user) and because the author makes use of "appropriate
vocabulary and sentence variety," a score of 5 is appropriate.
Score 4 — Adequate
In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 response presents a competent analysis of the issue and
conveys meaning with acceptable clarity.
A typical response in this category


presents a clear position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task



develops the position with relevant reasons and/or examples



is adequately focused and organized
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demonstrates sufficient control of language to express ideas with acceptable clarity



generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English, but may have
some errors

Essay Response — Score 4
In all actuality, I think it is more probable that our bodies will surely deteriorate long before our minds
do in any significant amount. Who can't say that technology has made us lazier, but that's the key
word, lazy, not stupid. The ever increasing amount of technology that we incorporate into our daily
lives makes people think and learn every day, possibly more than ever before. Our abilities to think,
learn, philosophize, etc. may even reach limits never dreamed of before by average people. Using
technology to solve problems will continue to help us realize our potential as a human race.
If you think about it, using technology to solve more complicating problems gives humans a chance to
expand their thinking and learning, opening up whole new worlds for many people. Many of these
people are glad for the chance to expand their horizons by learning more, going to new places, and
trying new things. If it wasn't for the invention of new technological devices, I wouldn't be sitting at
this computer trying to philosophize about technology. It would be extremely hard for children in
much poorer countries to learn and think for themselves with out the invention of the internet. Think
what an impact the printing press, a technologically superior mackine at the time, had on the ability of
the human race to learn and think.
Right now we are seeing a golden age of technology, using it all the time during our every day lives.
When we get up there's instant coffee and the microwave and all these great things that help us get
ready for our day. But we aren't allowing our minds to deteriorate by using them, we are only making
things easier for ourselves and saving time for other important things in our days. Going off to school
or work in our cars instead of a horse and buggy. Think of the brain power and genius that was used
to come up with that single invention that has changed the way we move across this globe.
Using technology to solve our continually more complicated problems as a human race is definately a
good thing. Our ability to think for ourselves isn't deteriorating, it's continuing to grow, moving on to
higher though functions and more ingenious ideas. The ability to use what technology we have is an
example
392 words
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Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 4
This essay meets all the criteria of a level-4 essay. The writer develops a clear position ("Using
technology to solve problems will continue to help us realize our potential as a human race"). The
position is then developed with relevant reasons ("using technology to solve more complicat[ed]
problems gives humans a chance to expand their thinking and learning" and "we are seeing a golden
age of technology").
Point 1, "using technology," is supported with the simple but relevant notion that technology allows us
access to information and abilities to which we would not normally have access. Similarly, point 2, the
"golden age," is supported by the basic description of our technologically saturated social condition.
Though the overall development and organization of the essay does suffer from an occasional
misdirection (see paragraph 3's abrupt progression from coffee pots to the benefits of technology to
cars), the essay as a whole flows smoothly and logically from one idea to the next.
It is useful to compare this essay to the level-3 essay presented next. Though both essays entail some
surface-level discussion and often fail to probe deeply into the issue, this writer does take the analysis
a step further. In paragraph 2, the distinction between this essay and the next one (the level-3
response) can most clearly be seen. To support the notion that advances in technology actually help
increase thinking ability, the writer draws a clever parallel between the promise of modern,
sophisticated technology (computer) and the actual "impact" of equally "promising" and pervasive
technologies of the past (printing press).
Like the analysis, the language in this essay clearly meets the requirements for a score of 4. The writer
displays sufficient control of language and the conventions of standard written English. The
preponderance of mistakes are of a cosmetic nature ("trying to solve more complicating problems.")
There is a sentence fragment ("Going off ...") along with a comma splice ("Our ability ... isn't
deteriorating, it's continuing to grow ...") in paragraph 3. However, these errors are minor and do not
interfere with the clarity of the ideas being presented.
Score 3 — Limited
A 3 response demonstrates some competence in addressing the specific task directions, in analyzing
the issue and in conveying meaning, but is obviously flawed.
A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:
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is vague or limited in addressing the specific task directions and/or in presenting or developing
a position on the issue



is weak in the use of relevant reasons or examples or relies largely on unsupported claims



is limited in focus and/or organization



has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity



contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage or mechanics
that can interfere with meaning

Essay Response — Score 3
There is no current proof that advancing technology will deteriorate the ability of humans to think. On
the contrary, advancements in technology had advanced our vast knowledge in many fields, opening
opportunities for further understanding and achievement. For example, the problem of dibilitating
illnesses and diseases such as alzheimer's disease is slowing being solved by the technological
advancements in stem cell research. The future ability of growing new brain cells and the possibility to
reverse the onset of alzheimer's is now becoming a reality. This shows our initiative as humans to
better our health demonstrates greater ability of humans to think.
One aspect where the ability of humans may initially be seen as an example of deteriorating minds is
the use of internet and cell phones. In the past humans had to seek out information in many different
enviroments and aspects of life. Now humans can sit in a chair and type anything into a computer and
get an answer. Our reliance on this type of technology can be detrimental if not regulated and
regularily substituted for other information sources such as human interactions and hands on
learning. I think if humans understand that we should not have such a reliance on computer
technology, that we as a species will advance further by utilizing the opportunity of computer
technology as well as the other sources of information outside of a computer. Supplementing our
knowledge with internet access is surely a way for technology to solve problems while continually
advancing the human race.
252 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 3
This essay never moves beyond a superficial discussion of the issue. The writer attempts to develop
two points: that advancements in technology have progressed our knowledge in many fields and that
supplementing rather than relying on technology is "surely a way for technology to solve problems
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while continually advancing the human race." Each point, then, is developed with relevant but
insufficient evidence. In discussing the potential of technology to advance knowledge in many fields (a
broad subject, rife with possible examples), the writer uses only one limited and very brief example
from a specific field (medicine and stem-cell research).
Development of the second point is hindered by a lack of specificity and organization. The writer
creates what might be best described as an outline. The writer cites a need for
regulation/supplementation and warns of the detriment of over-reliance upon technology. However,
the explanation of both the problem and solution is vague and limited ("Our reliance ... can be
detrimental. If humans understand that we should not have such a reliance ... we will advance
further"). There is neither explanation of consequences nor clarification of what is meant by
"supplementing." This second paragraph is a series of generalizations that are loosely connected and
lack a much-needed grounding.
In the essay, there are some minor language errors and a few more serious flaws (e.g., "The future
ability of growing new brain cells" or "One aspect where the ability of humans may initially be seen as
an example of deteriorating minds"). Despite the accumulation of such flaws, the writer's meaning is
generally clear. Thus, this essay earns a score of 3.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
A 2 response largely disregards the specific task directions and/or demonstrates serious weaknesses
in analytical writing.
A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


is unclear or seriously limited in addressing the specific task directions and/or in presenting or
developing a position on the issue



provides few, if any, relevant reasons or examples in support of its claims



is poorly focused and/or poorly organized



has serious problems in language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with
meaning



contains serious errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that frequently obscure meaning
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Essay Response — Score 2
In recent centuries, humans have developed the technology very rapidly, and you may accept some
merit of it, and you may see a distortion in society occured by it. To be lazy for human in some
meaning is one of the fashion issues in thesedays. There are many symptoms and resons of it.
However, I can not agree with the statement that the technology make humans to be reluctant to
thinkng thoroughly.
Of course, you can see the phenomena of human laziness along with developed technology in some
place. However, they would happen in specific condition, not general. What makes human to be laze
of thinking is not merely technology, but the the tendency of human that they treat them as a magic
stick and a black box. Not understanding the aims and theory of them couses the disapproval
problems.
The most important thing to use the thechnology, regardless the new or old, is to comprehend the
fundamental idea of them, and to adapt suit tech to tasks in need. Even if you recognize a method as
a all-mighty and it is extremely over-spec to your needs, you can not see the result you want. In this
procedure, humans have to consider as long as possible to acquire adequate functions. Therefore,
humans can not escape from using their brain.
In addition, the technology as it is do not vain automatically, the is created by humans. Thus, the more
developed tech and the more you want a convenient life, the more you think and emmit your
creativity to breakthrough some banal method sarcastically.
Consequently, if you are not passive to the new tech, but offensive to it, you would not lose your
ability to think deeply. Furthermore, you may improve the ability by adopting it.
294 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 2
The language of this essay is what most clearly links it to the score of 2. Amidst sporadic moments of
clarity, this essay is marred by serious errors in grammar, usage and mechanics that often interfere
with meaning. It is unclear what the writer means when he/she states, "To be lazy for human in some
meaning is one of the fashion issues in thesedays," or "to adapt suit tech to tasks in need."
Despite such severe flaws, the writer has made an obvious attempt to respond to the prompt ("I can
not agree with the statement that the technology make humans to be reluctant to thinking
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thoroughly") as well as an unclear attempt to support such an assertion ("Not understanding the aims
and theory of them [technology] couses the disapproval problems" and "The most important thing to
use the thechnology ... is to comprehend the fundamental idea of them"). On the whole, the essay
displays a seriously flawed but not fundamentally deficient attempt to develop and support its claims.
(Note: In this specific case, the analysis is tied directly to the language. As the language falters, so too
does the analysis.)
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
A 1 response demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


provides little or no evidence of understanding the issue



provides little evidence of the ability to develop an organized response (e.g., is disorganized
and/or extremely brief)



has severe problems in language and sentence structure that persistently interfere with
meaning



contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that result in incoherence

Essay Response — Score 1
Humans have invented machines but they have forgot it and have started everything technically so
clearly their thinking process is deterioating.
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
The essay is clearly on topic, as evidenced by the writer's usage of the more significant terms from the
prompt: "technically" (technologically), "humans," "thinking" (think) and "deteriorating" (deteriorate).
Such usage is the only clear evidence of understanding. Meaning aside, the brevity of the essay (one
sentence) clearly indicates the writer's inability to develop a response that follows the specific
instructions given ("Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement above and
explain your reasoning for the position you take").
The language, too, is clearly level 1, as the sentence fails to achieve coherence. The coherent phrases
in this one-sentence response are those tied to the prompt: "Humans have invented machines" and
"their thinking process is deteriorating." Otherwise, the point being made is unintelligible.
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Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to address the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Issue Task 2. “The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government,
industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.”
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
Whenever people argue that history is a worthless subject or that there is nothing to be gained by just
“memorizing a bunch of stupid names and dates,” I simply hold my tongue and smile to myself. What
I’m thinking is that, as cliche as it sounds, you do learn a great deal from history (and woe to those
who fail to learn those lessons). It is remarkable to think of the number of circumstances and
situations in which even the most rudimentary knowledge of history will turn out to be invaluable.
Take, for example, the issue at hand here. Is it better for society to instill in future leaders a sense of
competition or cooperation? Those who have not examined leaders throughout time and across a
number of fields might not have the ability to provide a thorough and convincing answer to this
question, in spite of the fact that it is crucial to the future functioning of our society. Looking closely at
the question of leadership and how it has worked in the past, I would have to agree that the best way
to prepare young people for leadership roles is to instill in them a sense of cooperation. Let us look
first at those leaders who have defined themselves based on their competitiveness.
Although at first glance it may appear that a leader must have a competitive edge in order to gain and
then maintain a leadership position, I will make two points on this subject. First, the desire to
compete is an inherent part of human nature; that is, it is not something that needs to be “instilled” in
young people. Is there anyone who does not compete in some way or another every single day? You
try to do better than others in your school work or at the office, or you just try to do better than
yourself in some way, to push yourself. When societies instill competitiveness in their leaders, it only
leads to trouble. The most blatant example in this case is Adolf Hitler, who took competition to the
very extreme, trying to prove that his race and his country were superior to all. We do not, however,
need to look that far to find less extreme examples (i.e., Hitler is not the extreme example that
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disproves the rule). The recent economic meltdown was caused in no large part by the leaders of
American banks and financial institutions who were obsessed with competing for the almighty dollar.
Tiger Woods, the ultimate competitor in recent golfing history and in many ways a leader who
brought the sport of golf to an entirely new level, destroyed his personal life (and perhaps his career-still yet to be determined) by his overreaching sense that he could accomplish anything, whether
winning majors or sleeping with as many women as possible. His history of competitiveness is well
documented; his father pushed him from a very early age to be the ultimate competitor. It served him
well in some respects, but it also proved to be detrimental and ultimately quite destructive.
Leaders who value cooperation, on the other ahnd, have historically been less prone to these
overreaching, destructive tendencies. A good case in point would be Abraham Lincoln. Now, I am sure
at this point you are thinking that Lincoln, who served as President during the Civil War and who
refused to compromise with the South or allow secession, could not possibly be my model of
cooperation! Think, however, of the way Lincoln structured his Cabinet. He did not want a group of
“yes men” who would agree with every word he said, but instead he picked people who were more
likely to disagree with his ideas. And he respected their input, which allowed him to keep the
government together in the North during a very tumultuous period (to say the least). My point in
choosing the Lincoln example is that competitiveness and conflict may play better to the masses and
be more likely to be recorded in the history books, but it was his cooperative nature that allowed him
to govern effectively. Imagine if the CEO of a large company were never able to compromise and
insisted that every single thing be done in exactly her way. Very quickly she would lose the very
people that a company needs in order to survive, people with new ideas, people ready to make great
advances. Without the ability to work constructively with those who have conflicting ideas, a leader
will never be able to strike deals, reach consensus, or keep an enterprise on track. Even if you are the
biggest fish in the pond, it is difficult to force your will on others forever; eventually a bigger fish
comes along (or the smaller fish team up against you!).
In the end, it seems most critical for society to instill in young people a sense of cooperation. In part
this is true because we seem to come by our competitive side more naturally, but cooperation is more
often something we struggle to learn (just think of kids on the playground). And although competitive
victory is more showy, more often than not the real details of leadership come down to the ability to
work with other people, to compromise and cooperate. Getting to be President of the United States
or the managing director of a corporation might require you to win some battles, but once you are
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there you will need diplomacy and people-skills. Those can be difficult to learn, but if you do not have
them, you are likely to be a short-lived leader.
934 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 6
This outstanding response earns a score of 6 for presenting an insightful position on the issue and
supporting its analysis with compelling reasons and persuasive examples. The response takes the
insightful position that competition, though necessary to some aspects of leadership, is less important
for young people to learn because it is inherent in the human condition and can lead to dangerous
excesses, whereas cooperation is more difficult to learn but more essential. The response follows the
task directions by using counterarguments in the development of its position. For example, the
discussion of Lincoln explores conflicting sides of his Presidency (the “competition” of the Civil War and
the “cooperation” within his Cabinet). In fact, the response skillfully explores the nuances of both
cooperation and competition, building its position of agreement with the prompt by looking closely at
many sides of both concepts. Additionally, the response demonstrates superior facility with language.
There are a few minor errors, mainly typos, but in general the response demonstrates excellent
sentence variety and diction. This sentence is typical of the quality of the writing throughout the
response: “My point in choosing the Lincoln example is that competitiveness and conflict may play
better to the masses and be more likely to be recorded in the history books, but it was his cooperative
nature that allowed him to govern effectively.” In this complex sentence, the writer makes skillful use
of parallel structure and subordination. Because of its fluent writing and insightful development, then,
this response earns a score of 6.
Score 5 — Strong
Cooperation, the act of working as a group to achieve a collective goal, is an important value for
young childern to learn. Another vital life lesson children can learn is how to be competitive, which is
a mindset in which a person feels the need to accomplish more than another person. Both are
necessary to become well rounded individuals, but concerning preparing for a future in government,
industry or various other fields, a sense of cooperation is much more important.
While not all children are overly competitive in nature, every person has some level of competitive
drive inside them. This is a natural thing and is perfectly normal. Unfortunately, if this competitive
nature is emphasized, the child will have problems relating socially to other children, and
subsequently, will have issues interacting with adults later in life. A fierce competitive drive will blind
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an individual, causing them to not see situations where group effort will be more greatly rewarded
than an individual effort. Take for instance the many teams of people working for NASA. If the people
that make up these teams were all out to prove that they were superior to others, our entire space
program would be jeapordized. One needs to look beyond the scope of what is best on an individual
level and learn to look at what will most benefit a broad group of people. This is where instilling a
sense of cooperation in young children is vital. Cooperation is taught at an early age and must be
emphasized throughout life to fully embrace the concept.
In the world of sports a competitive drive is vital; unfortunately, life is not a sports game that simply
leads to a winning or losing score. Life is far more complex than this simple idea and there is no
winner or loser designation to accompany it. We all have to work together to come to a conclusion
that will assist not just ourselves, but others and future generations. In every scenario there will be
individuals that have brilliant ideas, but those ideas require other people to build upon, perfect and
impliment. Take for instance Bill Gates; Bill Gates is responsible for the Microsoft coorporation which
he invented in his garage. His competitive drive assisted in building his idea, but it was the
collaborative effort of many people that helped propel his invention into the world known product it
is today. Without the cooperation of others, his genius invention might never have made it out of his
garage.
It may be true that an individual can change the world, but only so far as to say that an individual can
construct an idea that will inevitably change the world. Once an idea is formulated, it then takes a
team of people working collectively towards a common goal to make sure that the brillant, lifealtering
idea makes it to furtuition. Without the cooperation of many, an idea could simply remain as a picture
on a drawing board. It is because of this possibility that instilling a cooperative demeanor in children is
much more important than developing a competivie attitude. Competition is a natural thing that will
develop with or without encouragement but the same cannot be said for a sense of cooperation.
539 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 5
Arguing that cooperation is less natural and more important for leadership, this response develops a
thoughtful position on the issue and conveys meaning clearly and well. For these reasons it earns a
score of 5. Note that it does not develop its reasons and examples as thoroughly as the sample 6 does,
but it still presents thoughtful analysis using well chosen examples. For example, the discussion of Bill
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Gates is thoughtful, exploring the ways that both competition (the “competitive drive” that led him to
found a company) and cooperation (the “collaborative effort of many people” is what made the
company work) were essential to his success as a leader. Throughout the response, then,
counterarguments are used to create a nuanced position on the issue. The writer looks at conflicting
aspects of competition, which is vital but insufficient for life because life is “more complex” than a
sporting event, and cooperation, which is critical but more difficult to learn. In addition, the writer
conveys meaning clearly, demonstrating sentence variety and a facility with language that is more
than adequate. There are a few minor errors, mainly typos and misspelled words, but language control
in this response is more than adequate (e.g., “One needs to look beyond the scope of what is best on
an individual level and learn to look at what will most benefit a broad group of people.”). Because of
its facility with language and its thoughtful position on the issue, this response earns a score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
When the generation of today matures, it is important for them to succeed and become the
successful leaders in government, industry and other fields. There are many traits that leaders must
possess, and cooperation is one of these very important characters. Nonetheless it is important for
leaders to have a sense of competition, so as to prevent themselves from being complacent with their
position.
Cooperation is needed in order to be a functional person in society, while still adhering to social
standards. Most leaders in society, did not start out as such. A person cannot isolate themselves from
others with demeanor and attitude and expect to become an executive. While there may be leaders
that have developed this ill attitude towards others, they did not get there by being that way. A
person who is able to effectively cooperate with others, will subsequently develop a nexus of
supporters. Through collaboration, people are able to develop their studies further and better
themselves.
However, it is still important for there to be a sense of competition. Competition is the root of
motivation for most. It drives us to become stronger, smarter, and to want more. Nonetheless, the
spirit of competition must also be reigned in, and not be allowed to run wild. Competitiveness can
lead to abuse of power and distasteful actions, which is quite the opposite of someone who displays
cooperativeness.
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Some may argue that competition is not needed. That those that are meant to be leaders will not
become complacent, because they have their own internal drive to lead. If there was no competition,
there would be no world records. Michael Phelps may not be a leader of government or industry, but
he is certainly educated on the technique of swimming, and leader in his field. Would he be as good
as he is today if there was not competition? Would the leaders of Microsoft have been motivated to
create Bing if there was no Google?
Cooperation helped many leaders get where they are today, and will continue to do so in the future.
But leaders, as well as those that aspire to be one, all need to have a sense of competition as well.
365 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 4
This adequate response presents a clear position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task,
arguing that both competition and cooperation are important for leaders. The response uses
counterarguments both in the construction of its overall position (comparing the value of both
competition and cooperation) and in its discussion of the positive and negative aspects of competition.
However, the development of ideas in this response is not as thorough or as persuasive as one would
expect to see in a response that earns a score of 5 or 6. For instance, the example of Microsoft
inventing Bing to compete with Google is certainly relevant, but it is not developed with any
thoughtfulness. It is simply stated. Other examples are somewhat more fully developed, but there is
also some tangential material (e.g., even the writer seems to understand that Michael Phelps does not
quite fit into a discussion of leadership). In addition to its adequate development, this response
displays adequate control of language. This response does not have the sentence variety or the skillful
diction seen in a response that earns a higher score. There are some minor errors present, but nothing
that interferes with clarity. Because this response presents a clear position on the issue, expressing
meaning with adequate clarity, it earns a score of 4.
Score 3 — Limited
Leadership is a tough task to master.To be a leader means you must be better than a bunch of
folks and work with them to accomplise a greater goal.Leadership in any feild needs cooperarive
effort and a leader must be able to inspire and make the human resourse at hand to work better.In
doing so there is a far cry of an immense responsibility.I therefore stand by taking help from inmates
to do the same.

www.avayeshahir.com

Page 53

Like the say 'when going gets tough the tough gets going'.So there is no point of getting bogged
down rather plan more ways to get the work done and one of the sureshot approach is by working
together.I believe to the core of my heart that there can be nothing equal to cooperation and unity in
a work field.As simple as it sounds if one can do a work in hermit atmosphere at certain efficiency, a
number of brains working toghether can be more efficient.An atmosphere where everyone works
holding hands and when someone falls there are people to make him stand again makes a much
better picture in my mind everytime.
Compitition is not a evil it can inspire some one to work better and looking to do better can be
considered good.But am afraid what fear here is that when you compete with someone you set you
limits to that person.So once you do better than him/her you tend to be relaxed and that is where
when the real evil creeps in.
With cooperation you have a goal and associated effort to work for the same.Rather than
individual petty and competition to be better placed than an friend it would be far more appreciable
to keep working for the common goal.That way even the goal gets more defined at some level.So lets
all drop all this boundaries of indivisualism and keep working for a common goal,and if you want to
compete then compete with yourself and get better than what you were yesterday.
330 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 3
This response displays some competence in presenting a position according to the task directions, but
it earns a score of 3 because frequent minor errors do interfere with clarity. The writer agrees with the
prompt that cooperation is more important, and it explores some counterarguments in its assertion
that competition “can inspire some one to work better and looking to do better can be considered
good.” However, almost every sentence in this response has at least one minor error. Some of the
errors are typos or minor mechanical problems like missing spaces after punctuation. But other errors
have more impact on meaning. Missing words, incorrect sentence boundaries, and improper verb
forms contribute to a lack of clarity throughout the response. This sentence is typical of the limited
language control seen throughout this response: “So there is no point of getting bogged down rather
plan more ways to get the work done and one of the sureshot approach is by working together.”
Because of its limited clarity, then, this response earns a score of 3.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
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Both a sense of cooperation and competition is needed to be a good leader. If one is focused on
competition and ignores or refuse to work with others then there would be problems for that leader.
A leader needs to be able to get along, cooperate and know how to interact with others and allies.
Treaties and allies require cooperation. Trade agreements and aid as well. A leader cannot achieve
much alone.
Competition is also needed to encourage people to be the best. If no one does there best to obtain a
goal how would a leader be chosen. What kind of leader would that make?
The best way for a society to prepare its young is to instill a sense of both competition and
cooperation.
126 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 2
This response earns a score of 2 for its seriously limited development. There is a clear position on the
issue, as the writer argues that the “best way for a society to prepare its young is to instill a sense of
both competition and cooperation.” However, the writer provides few, if any, relevant reasons or
examples to support and develop this position. The discussion of cooperation is supported only by very
generic assertions like the notion that “treaties and allies require cooperation.” And there is even less
development in the discussion of competition. In order to receive a higher score, the response would
need to provide more support for its position. Language control in this response is adequate, but the
response earns a score of 2 because of its seriously limited development.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
Best way for a socity to prepare it’s young people for leadership in government, industry, or other
fields is by instilling in them a sense of coopertion, not competition. This statement is very true,
whether we mean leadership in government, industry, or any other fields.
For leadership in government, industry, or other fields some people argue that the best way for
society to prepare it’s young people is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation. Other people argue
that the best way is through competition. It can be difficult for many people to decide between these
two choices. There are many arguments that support both sides. I fully agree that the best way is to
instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.
125 words
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Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
This response earns a score of 1 because it demonstrates little evidence of the ability to develop a
position on the issue. Instead of developing a position, the response simply repeats the language of the
prompt, adding some generic language that could be applied to any Issue prompt. For example,
consider these sentences: “It can be difficult for many people to decide between these two choices.
There are many arguments that support both sides.” This is a totally generic analytical framework that
has not been filled in with any specific exploration related to this prompt. The writer is clearly making
an attempt to respond to the prompt, and the final sentence does seem to indicate a position on the
issue. So the response does not merit a score of 0. However, the vast majority of the response is simply
repetition of language from the prompt and/or generic material. Thus, it earns a score of 1.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to address the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Issue Task 3. “The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.”
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
The recommendation presents a view that I would agree is successful most of the time, but one that I
cannot fully support due to the “all or nothing” impression it gives.
Certainly as an educator I agree fully that the best way to elicit positive response from students is to
make use of students’ positive energy and then encourage actions that you would like to see
repeated. It is human nature that we all want to be accepted and achieve on some level, and when
people in authority provide feedback that we have done something well, the drive to repeat the
action that was praised is bound to be particularly strong.
This blanket statement would obviously pay dividends in situations in which a teacher desires to have
students repeat particular behaviors. For example, if an educator is attempting to teach students
proper classroom etiquette, it would be appropriate to openly praise a student who raises his or her
hand when wishing to speak or address the class. In such cases, the teacher may also help shape
positive behaviors by ignoring a student who is trying to interject without approval from the teacher.
In fact, the decision to ignore students who are exhibiting inappropriate behaviors of this type could
work very well in this situation, as the stakes are not very high and the intended outcome can likely be
achieved by such a method. However, it is important to note here that this tactic would only be
effective in such a “low-stakes” situation, as when a student speaks without raising her hand first. As
we will discuss below, ignoring a student who hits another student, or engages in more serious
misbehaviors, would not be effective or prudent.
To expand on this point, it is important for teachers to be careful when working with the second half
of this statement, only ignoring negative actions that are not serious. Take for instance a student who
is misbehaving just by chatting with a fellow classmate. This student might not be presenting much of
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a problem and may be simply seeking attention. Ignoring the student might, in fact, be the best
solution. Now assume the negative action is the improper administering of chemicals in a science
experiment or the bullying of a fellow student. To ignore these negative actions would be absurd and
negligent. Now you are allowing a problem to persist, one that could potentially lead to much bigger
and more dangerous issues. In a more serious situation, addressing the negative actions quickly and
properly could stop the problem it in its tracks. It is for reasons like this that I do not advocate the
idea that a teacher can be successful by simply ignoring negative actions.
I do, however, greatly support the idea that the central focus of teaching should be to build on and
encourage positive actions. However, the author’s all-encompasing statement leaves too many
negative possibilities for the classroom. Perhaps a better way to phrase this statement would be to
say, “The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones that are not
debilitating to class efficiency or the safety of any individual”.
Thus, in the original statement, there are indeed some good intentions, and there could be a lot of
merit in adopting its basic principles. Data proves that positive support can substantially increase
motivation and desire in students and contribute to positive achievements. In fact, most studies of
teaching efficacy indicate that praising positive actions and ignoring negative ones can create a more
stable and efficient classroom. It needs to be stressed, however, that this tool is only effective at
certain levels of misbehavior. As mentioned above, when the behavior is precipitated by feelings of
revenge, power or total self-worthlessness, this methodology will likely not work. It is likely to be very
successful, however, when the drive behind the misbehavior is simple attention seeking. In many of
these instances, if the teacher demonstrates clearly that inappropriate behavior does not result in the
gaining of attention, students are more likely to seek attention by behaving properly. Should the
student choose this path, then the ignoring has worked and when the positive behavior is exhibited,
then the teacher can utilize the first part of the theory and support or praise this behavior. Now it is
much more likely to be repeated. If the student does not choose this path and instead elects to raise
the actions to a higher level that presents a more serious issue, then ignorance alone cannot work and
other methods must be employed.
In conclusion, one can appreciate the credo expressed in this instance, but surely we all can see the
potential error of following it through to the extreme.
788 words
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Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 6
This response receives a 6 for its well-articulated, insightful analysis of the issue. Rather than simply
rejecting or accepting the prompt, the writer argues that the recommendation made by the prompt
can often be true but is too “all or nothing” to be endorsed without qualification. The writer turns this
idea into an insightful position by providing examples and evidence to fully and persuasively support
its nuanced argument. The response provides nicely detailed situations that offer compelling support
for a claim that the recommendation can, in fact, work. At the same time, it also highlights the
recommendation’s limits using additional specific, detailed examples. Particularly persuasive is the
fourth paragraph, in which the writer compares the impact of ignoring minor behavioral problems like
talking in class to the potential costs of ignoring more serious issues like bullying. Thus, the writer
recognizes that the prompt’s claim, as well as his/her own, is inevitably dependent on the specific
context for its success or failure. Throughout the response, the writer demonstrates the ability to
convey ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety. This sentence
demonstrates the level of language facility seen throughout the response: “It is human nature that we
all want to be accepted and achieve on some level, and when people in authority provide feedback
that we have done something well, the drive to repeat the action that was praised is bound to be
particularly strong.”
Score 5 — Strong
I partially agree with the statement “The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore
negative ones”. Children should be rewarded when they perform well; however, they should not be
ignored for performing sub-optimally. For purposes of this essay, the term “actions” is defined as
behaviors within the classroom.
Utilizing positive reinforcements, such as tangible rewards, can be a good method to teach children. If
the teacher praises children for actions that are desirable, then the children are more likely to repeat
those actions. For example, a student who completes an assignment on time and does a good job is
likely to want to do a good job on the next assignment if he gets positive feedback. Likewise, the
children who are not currently engaging in the desirable actions may be more inclined to do so in
order to recieve the positive reinforcement.
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Conversely, children should not be ignored for negative actions. If a child is not exhibiting appropriate
behavior in the classroom, then it is the teacher’s responsibility to encourage the child to perform
optimally. Ignoring something doesn’t make it go away, actions and consequences do. A student who
is being disruptive in class will continue to be disruptive unless the teacher does something about it.
However, the teacher’s actions need be appropriate.
Before the teacher attempts to modify a child’s behavior, the teacher needs to try and identify the
reason behind the behavior. For instance, children who leave their seat often, stare in to space, or call
out of turn may be initially viewed as having poor behavior. However, the teacher may suspect that
the child has an attentional problem, and request that the child be tested. If the child does have an
attentional problem, then the teacher can work with a related service, such as occupational therapy,
to alter the classroom environment in order to cater to the needs of the child. For instance, the
teacher could remove some of the stimulating bulliten board displays to make the room more calming
to the child. If the child becomes more attentive in class then the teacher was able to assist the child
without scorning them or ignoring them. The teacher met the needs of the child and created an
enviornment to enable the child to optimally perform in the educational setting.
On the other hand, if the child is tested, and does not have any areas of concern that may be
impacting the educational performance in the classroom, then the negative behavior may strictly be
due to defiance. In such a case, the teacher still should not ignore the child, because the negative
actions may hinder the learning opportunity for the remaining children in the class. As a result, a child
who is being disruptive to the learning process of the class should be set apart from the class so that
they do not receive the positive reinforcement of peer attention.
The teacher should not ignore the student who is misbehaving, but that does not mean that the
teacher just needs to punish. It is better to address the child privately and make sure the child is
aware of the negative actions. Once the child is aware, then the teacher should once again try to
determine the reason why the child is behaving in a negative manner. Perhaps the child’s parents are
in the middle of a divorce and the child is outwardly expressing his frustration in the classroom. Or the
academic content of the class may not be challenging enough for the child and so he is misbehaving
out of boredom. Whatever the reason behind the behavior, the key factor is that the teacher works
with the child to try and identify it. Simply punnishing or ignoring the child would not solve the
problem, whereas working to create a plan for success in the classroom would. Likewise, rather than
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punnishing and defeating the child, the teacher is working with and empowering the child; a much
more positive outcome to the situation.
667 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 5
This strong response presents a thoughtful and welldeveloped analysis of the issue. In this case, the
writer argues that teachers need to modify their approach based on context and observation, meaning
that a blanket approach cannot be successful. The writer supports this position with relevant reasons
and examples that present logically sound support. Note that the task instructions ask writers to
discuss situations in which the statement might or might not hold true, and this response does that
quite clearly. In the second paragraph, the writer gives an example of a student who completes an
assignment on time and receives positive feedback, showing how the recommendation could hold
true. Other examples show situations in which it might not hold true, and these various points are
brought together to support the writer’s position that teachers have to look at the context of the
situation and cannot rely on simply ignoring negative actions. This response also demonstrates facility
with language, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety. Sentences like this one
demonstrate the writer’s command of the conventions of standard written English: “If the child does
have an attentional problem, then the teacher can work with a related service, such as occupational
therapy, to alter the classroom environment in order to cater to the needs of the child.” There are
some minor errors, but overall the response demonstrates strong control of language. Although the
response is clearly stronger than a 4, which would simply present a clear position on the issue
according to the task instructions, it does not reach the level of a 6 because it does not develop its
points in a way that creates a cogent and insightful position. It does, however, present a generally
thoughtful and well-developed analysis of the issue, leading to a score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
I absolutely agree with the first section of the statement above, but find fault with the latter half.
There is no doubt that praising positive actions is an excellent way to teach, and this method is most
clearly exemplified when dealing with much younger children. When a young child is learning basic
social behavior, it is imperative that he is encouraged to repeat positive actions. For example, when a
child voluntarily shares his toys with another, if a teacher rewards that behavior, the child will
understand that this is a good practice, and likely share again in the future.
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In contrast, if a child displays negative behavior by stealing a toy away from his playmate, it would be
very dangerous for the teacher to ignore this action, for then the child may never recognize that this is
unacceptable. In this instance, the child has not learned from the situation at all. So what should a
teacher do when faced with such a situation? Punishment is not necessarily the optimal choice,
either. Rather than scolding a child for mistreating his playmates and sending him off to a corner, a
teacher would be wise to demonstrate the positive alternative: to share his toys instead. In this case,
rather than ignoring or punishing negative actions, the teacher could seize the opportunity to
reinforce positive behavior, and further extend the child’s learning experience.
In summary, positive reinforcement is certainly an excellent method for teaching new methods or
behaviors, and encouraging a student to learn more. However to ignore, rather than recognize and
correct negative actions, would be a disservice to the student, for he would not know what conclusion
to draw from his action. 280 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 4
This adequate response follows the task directions and presents a clear position on the issue,
supporting its main points with examples that are relevant, if only adequately developed. For instance,
the discussion in the second paragraph of a teacher who reinforces the positive behavior of sharing a
toy is certainly relevant and on-task (i.e., it describes a situation in which adopting the
recommendation would be advantageous). However, the development of this idea does not lead to
generally thoughtful or insightful analysis. Instead, it is simply presented as an example. In addition to
its adequate development, this response also demonstrates sufficient control of the conventions of
standard written English, and its main points are made with reasonable clarity. Some of the sentences
demonstrate the syntactical variety normally seen in responses that receive higher scores (e.g.,
“Rather than scolding a child for mistreating his playmates and sending him off to a corner, a teacher
would be wise to demonstrate the positive alternative: to share his toys instead”). However, the
overall use of language in this response is merely adequate.
Score 3 — Limited
Praising postive actions and ignoring negative ones may be a good way to teach but not the best way.
Ignoring negative actions could negate all the postive praises given to an individual, having negative
actions go unchecked will lead to habits formed that would overwhelm any positive actions that are
complementary to an individuals learning process.
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For instance, in a classroom full of eight-year old kids; if during a lesson they are making alot of noise,
having this ignored would tell the kids that it is okay to be disruptive in class. The individuals in that
class would develop the habit of being distruptive hence hindering -30- their learning process.
However if the eight-year old kids were immediately told to stop the distruption then it will never
become a habit.
Every action needs to have a related consequence follow in a learning environment. In the early years
of education, the way they are taught becomes a lifelong habit which is hard to change in later years.
If negative actions are not assigned a related consequences then teaching becomes ineffective
because the students negative actions soon diminish the ability to do well in school. The way postive
actions are dealt with should also be done with negative actions rather than being ignored which in
turn enhance the learning environment. 218 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 3
Although this response has minor errors in its use of language, it receives a 3 primarily for insufficient
overall clarity and for the limited development of its claims. The writer does make an attempt to follow
the specific task instructions, and the response has a clear position on the issue, arguing that it is not
acceptable practice to ignore negative behaviors. However, the development provided in support of
that position is limited. The example of “eight-year old kids” making noise during class can be seen as
a situation in which following the recommendation is not advantageous. Instead of developing that
point in a logically persuasive way, however, the writer proceeds to make an unsupported assertion
about the consequences of following the recommendation (“The individuals in that class would
develop the habit of being distruptive hence hindering their learning process”). Another issue that
keeps this response at the 3 level is a lack of clarity, particularly in the final paragraph. The final
sentence demonstrates this problem with clarity: “The way postive actions are dealt with should also
be done with negative actions rather than being ignored which in turn enhance the learning
environment.” Problems with the structure of this sentence make it difficult to determine the writer’s
intended meaning.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
I don’t agree with this afirmation, because I think is very important to praise positive actions but also
is important to sign the negative ones, in some situations acording to the students level, grade, etc.,
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could be better to put more emphasis in the positive things and if not ignore all the negative ones, do
not give so much importance to them, this is particulary important in the lowest levels of education.
But in another situations you must sign the negative things, trying to avoid that the students can
repeat them in the future, because I think you can also learn from the negative situations.
For this reason I believe that is important to praise positive actions but is also important no to ignore
the negative ones, because in a given situation the student -33- can have troubles recongnising what
is right and what is wrong. And finally as a conclusion I think that the best way to teach is combination
of praise positive things but also to sign the negative ones.
172 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 2
This response clearly fits several characteristics of a 2, as defined by the scoring guide. It is seriously
limited in its development, organization, and focus. The response repeats itself rather than developing
any of its statements, pointing to an inability to organize a response capable of supporting any specific
claims with relevant reasons or examples. Additionally, serious language control problems frequently
interfere with meaning. Thus, even though the writer does seem to be making an attempt to respond
to the specific task instructions, the response merits a score of 2.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
Write a response in which you disuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not
be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
Author says that The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones. I agree
to this recommendation. Explaining, I strongly believe that the best way to teach is not to praise
positive action and ignore negative ones but is makeing everyone to be a good ones. Specific
crimstances lead me which adopting the recommendation as the following:

First, we will lost the good children who have negative maner if we ignore them. Children are future,
not all. Praise in negative should not be, teaching to children to best way. I strongly believe adopting
this recommeindation would be not advantages.
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second, negative ones in today may be a great people in the future. Not only ones behave do worse
they are teenage. Teenage in today is not easy for all! Negative ones can not better, if only prainse
positive actions, ignore negativeone. Negative ones may not positive be having, but if we praise them
only, they not think they should be positive person later.

conclusion, specific circumstances are which adopting the recommendation would not be advantage, I
am not agree to the the recommendation. Ignore negative manor when they will not be positive
behavrio in futre. But they can, if do not ignore them. we should not ignor negative person but should
make them think that they can be a good man future like positive person.
284 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
This response has severe and pervasive problems in language and sentence structure that, as stated in
the scoring guide, consistently interfere with meaning and result in incoherence. The response begins
by repeating the prompt, but then the severe problems with language control and organization
undermine any evidence of the ability to understand the prompt or to present and develop a clear
position. For example, it is not clear what the writer means by the claim that the best way to teach is
“makeing everyone to be a good ones.” Severe problems with language control in that sentence and
throughout the response prevent it from developing a coherent position on the issue or responding to
the specific task instructions. Although the writer makes an attempt at organization, with points
marked as first, second, and conclusion, the response actually exhibits little or no evidence of the
ability to develop any potential understanding of the prompt into a logical position on the issue.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to address the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Issue Task 4. “Some people believe that corporations have a responsibility to promote the wellbeing of the societies and environments in which they operate. Others believe that the only
responsibility of corporations, provided they operate within the law, is to make as much money as
possible.”
Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
It is not uncommon for some to argue that, in the world in which we live, corporations have a
responsibility to society and to the environment in which they operate. Proponents of this view would
argue that major environmental catastrophes (e.g., the oil spill in the Gulf) are key examples of the
damage that can be wrought when corporations are allowed to operate unchecked. Yet within that
very statement lies a contradiction that undermines this kind of thinking — it is necessary for outside
forces to check the behavior of corporations, because we do not expect corporations to behave in
such a manner. In fact, the expectation is simply that corporations will follow the law, and in the
course of doing so, engage in every possible tactic to their advantage in the pursuit of more and
greater profit. To expect otherwise from corporations is to fail to understand their puropose and their
very structure.
The corporation arose as a model of business in which capital could be raised through the
contributions of stockholders; investors purchases shares in a company, and their money is then used
as the operating capital for the company. Shareholders buy stock not because they are hoping to
better make the world a better place or because they have a desire to improve the quality of life but
because they expect to see a return in their investment in this company. The company may itself have
generally altruistic goals (perhaps it is a think tank that advises the government on how to improve
relations with the Middle East, or perhaps it is a company built around finding alternative forms of
energy), but the immediate expectation of the investor is that he himself will see dividends, or profits,
from the investment he has made. This is even more true in the case of companies that are purely
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profit driven and which do not have goals that are particularly directed toward social improvement —
a description that applies to the vast majority of corporations.
Is it a bad thing to have a corporation negatively affect the environment (and by extentsion, its
inhabitants)? To pump noxious fumes into the atmosphere as a by-product of its manufacturing
processes? Of course, and this is why agencies such as the EPA were established and why
governments — federal, state, and local — are expected to monitor such companies to ensure that
such practices fall within the boundaries of legal expectations. Any and all corporations should be
expected to temper their pursuit of profit with the necessity of following those safeguards that have
been legislated as protections. But the assumption that corporations have an inherent obligation or
responsibility to go above and beyond that to actively PROMOTE the environment and the well-being
of society is absurd.
Engaging in practices to adhere to legal expectations to protect society and the environment is costly
to corporations. If the very purpose of a corporation is to generate profits, and the obligation to
adhere to safety expectations established by law cuts into those profits, then to expect corporations
to embrace such practices beyond what is required is to presume that they willingly engage in an
inherently self-destructive process: the unnecessary lowering of profits. This is antithetical to the very
concept of the corporation. Treehuggers everywhere should be pleased that environmental
protections exist, but to expect corporations to “make the world a better place” is to embrace
altruism to the point that it becomes delusion.
This is not to say that we should reject efforts to hold corporations accountable. In fact, the opposite
is true — we should be vigilant with the business world and maintain our expectations that
corporations do not make their profits at the EXPENSE of the well-being of society. But that role must
be fulfilled by a watchdog, not the corporation itself, and those expectations must be imposed UPON
the corporations, not expected FROM them.
645 words
Reader Commentary
This response receives a 6 for developing an insightful position on the issue in accordance with the
assigned ask, skillfully weaving a position that takes into consideration both of the statements in the
prompt. Beginning in the first paragraph, the writer rejects the idea that corporations themselves
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“have a responsibility to promote the wellbeing of the societies and environments in which they
operate.” In the second paragraph, the writer offers compelling reasons for this rejection by discussing
the purpose and structure of corporations. The writer then considers the role of government in
promoting corporations’ social and environmental responsibility, developing the position fully. A
cogent statement of the writer’s position appears at the conclusion of the response: “we should be
vigilant with the business world and maintain our expectations that corporations do not make their
profits at the EXPENSE of the well-being of society. But that role must be fulfilled by a watchdog, not
the corporation itself.” The response as a whole is logically organized, with each paragraph serving as
a stepping stone in the development of the writer’s position. It also demonstrates the writer’s ability to
convey ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety. This sentence
demonstrates the level of language facility seen throughout the response: “If the very purpose of a
corporation is to generate profits, and the obligation to adhere to safety expectations established by
law cuts into those profits, then to expect corporations to embrace such practices beyond what is
required is to presume that they willingly engage in an inherently self-destructive process: the
unnecessary lowering of profits.” Here the writer has skillfully maintained control of complex syntax
and diction while making a logically compelling point. The sentence demonstrates the outstanding
nature of this response.
Score 5 — Strong
In order to survive, corporations must make money. Successful corporations try and make as much
money as possible. Yet this incentive to make money does not mean that a corporation can be a
detriment to the society in which it operates. Corporations have a duty and a responsability to ensure
the well being of the society in which they are a part.
Contributing to the well being of a society is actually benefical to a corporation in many cases. One of
these is making sure that workers are well taken care of. Absenteeism and neglect while on duty are a
big problem for corporations, as is attracting the best workers, who hopefully will lower the risks
caused by absenteeism and neglect. One way that corporations can attract these workers is by
offering them generous benefits. If, for example, an employer includes with employment a good
health care plan, they will be able to attract better workers than one that does not, and that will aid
the corporation greatly. Health care plans provided by employers mean that these people have at
their disposal health coverage, which means that they have the care they need if they get sick. This
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also might encourage preventive care, something that has been shown to reduce the cost and risk of
developing other major ailments.
Another area where corporations providing support for themselves and society is in the creation of
human capital. Globalization and increased education means that employers need a better educated
workforce more than ever. One way that employers can contribute to this is by sponsoring worker
training programs, or paying for their employees to return to school. This creates a more educated
workforce for employers, as well as may increase the loyalty of employees to an employer. An
employee who received an education sponsored by an employer may be thankful for receiving that
education, and may work harder for that employer. This creates a benefit for employers and
employees.
The main reason that corporations have a duty to contribute to the well being of society is that they
are a part of the society. Even though they have an economic desire to make a profit, corporations
also should think long term about actions they take which could hurt their company. A good example
of this is BP, after the recent oil spill in the gulf. Their desire to make a profit meant that they did not
keep up on all of their safety regulations and standards, and the result of the then faulty equipment
caused a massive spill. This cost them huge amounts of money to clean up, as well as the fines they
had to pay for causing this. The biggest loss for BP however is that there brand name will be
associated in the US and abroad as the company that caused this giant oil spill. As the spill was
happening, many people boycotted the company, resulting in lost potential revenue. They may realize
that as they lose business to people upset by the spill, that making sure a spill didn’t happen in the
first place was cheaper.
Another reason corporations have to ensure the well-being of a society is that by makign a society
better off, a company may have more consumers. This is especially true for corporations that sell
goods for middle and upper class consumers. If a corporation tries to bring people up and increase the
overall economic well being of society, they may find that more and more people have to ability to
afford their goods. This could generate huge new profits for this corporation, since their pool of
potential consumers has gone up considerably. Concentrating on the long term here means that
corporations can increase their pool of potential consumers.
By denying responsabilty to a society, a corporation is only looking at the possible short term profits,
not the potential long term ones. While in the short term it may work for a corporation to ignore their
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societal responsability, it is advantageous in the long term for the entire corporation to make sure
society is getting better. The potential for new markets, products, production processes and other
beneficial factors that come from promoting well being is quite large. This is something that
corportions should be ready and willing to take advantage of, and something that society should hold
them accountable for.
725 words
Reader Commentary
This strong response receives a 5 for its thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the issue. In this case,
the writer argues that corporations do indeed have a responsibility to promote the well-being of the
societies and environments in which they operate, offering several reasons and well-chosen examples
to explain why it is in the interests of corporations to fulfill these responsibilities. The writer clearly
follows the task directions by addressing the two views provided by the prompt, both explicitly in the
opening paragraph and more subtly throughout the response. While the writer clearly signals at the
beginning his or her alignment with the first position (“Corporations have a duty and a responsability
to ensure the well being of the society of which they are a part”), the paragraphs that follow in fact
acknowledge the writer’s opening statement (“In order to survive, corporations must make money”).
In areas such as employee health care and education, as well as in relation to broader issues such as
the environment and the general level of prosperity in society, the writer argues that corporations
should strive to meet their social obligations because in the long term, it is economically advantageous
to do so. The various reasons and examples offered are brought together to support a thoughtful
position that implicitly suggests that the two views are not as mutually exclusive as they might first
appear. The response also demonstrates considerable facility with language. There are some minor
errors, but overall the writer’s control of language is strong, demonstrating sentence variety and
appropriate use of vocabulary. The response lacks the superior fluency and precision of a 6 but
nevertheless conveys meaning clearly and well. Discernibly stronger than the adequate level of
analysis in a 4, the response has thoughtful, nuanced analysis of the issue that earns it a score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
While some people may believe that corporations have a responsibility to protect society, others
believe that the only purpose of a corporation is to make money. I agree that making profits is
important. In the grand scheme of things, though, all companies have a responsibility to watch out for
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their customers. Their customers are how they make their money. If they’re not watching out for their
customers, they obviously will see a drop in their profits.
Consider light bulbs. This is an invention that has all kinds of potential for serious accidents. It is
basically just a glass globe with electricity running through it! If a bulb gets too hot, it could potentially
start a fire. Similarly, if someone removed the glass from around the tungsten wire, you’d basically
have an exposed electrical wire that could hurt anyone who touched it. Makers of light bulbs know
and understand all these dangers. They want consumers to purchase their products, so the first and
smartest way to make that happen is to ensure that the products are safe and thus more attractive to
the customer base. If everyone who used light bulbs was afraid of getting zapped profits would
obviously go down and light bulbs would not be a very profitable enterprise.
This same thinking applies to all major products. The automobile is one of the most dangerous tools
man uses. Tens of thousands of automobile drivers die every year in accidents. Insuring that the
vehicles contain designs and parts that promote customer safety is a main focus of car manufacturers.
Certain parts of of cars were built with promoting driver’s well-being in mind. For instance, air bags,
anti-lock braking systems, online crash reporting. These features are considered standard now, and
they were all developed to increase the safety of consumers. These features were not cheap to
develop, but car manufacturers improved their profits anyway because they developed products with
public safety in mind, which is what customers expect. If this symbiosis relationship wasn’t true, then
we would still have cars without airbags or even seatbelts. Worrying about the safety and actually
improving it for customers is not just a basic responsibility of corporations, but it drives their profits,
too.
In conclusion, its pretty clear that a corporation’s desire to make more profits is in line with a
corporation’s responsibility to consumers. Increasing the focus on consumers, worrying about taking
care of them and the environment, can only lead to bigger profits and success for corporations in the
long run.
418 words
Reader Commentary
This adequate response follows the task directions and presents a clear position on the issue. It
supports and develops its position competently, using relevant examples. In accordance with the
assigned task, the response addresses both of the competing positions. Specifically, its position and the
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examples it develops argue that businesses can care about both profits and ethical responsibility
through the ways they develop products. The development of examples and ideas, while adequate, is
not as thoughtful or compelling as would be needed to earn higher scores. For instance, both of the
examples the response uses are about product safety; the discussion of automobile design does not
advance the position much more than the prior discussion of lightbulb production. Language control in
the response is also competent. It demonstrates sufficient control of the conventions of standard
written English, and its main points are made with acceptable clarity. The response features a few
grammatical and mechanical errors (e.g., “Certain parts of of cars . . . ” and “symbiosis relationship”)
and some awkward sentences. However, for the 4 range, GRE raters allow for minor errors in
responses like this one that holistically demonstrate sufficient clarity and control. Overall, then, this
response demonstrates adequate development and control of language, making the score of 4
appropriate.
Score 3 — Limited
Corporations can be viewed as both beneficial and bad. This statement addresses both views that
many people have about corporations. Views come from personal experiences and is the reason why
some people like corporations and why some people do not.
Half of this argument deals with people that like the idea of corporations. Some people believe that
corporations help stmiulate societies and promote the well being of society. These people are ones
that have never encountered a corupt corporation. Just like in any other aspects of life, people can get
images of something as being good if they only brush the outside. It isn’t until they are being faced
with a problem within a particular corporation where they either work for them or have just dealt
with them. Also, people that are benefited from corporations are obviously going to like the idea of an
corporation.
The other side of this argument is that many people believe corporations are just money hungry. This
can be seen in many corporations throughout America. Many small business owners will side with this
argument. The problem lies that this is corporate America and the little businesses are being taking
over by larger corporations. As Mark Twain once said, “The vast amount of money is only in a couple
of hands”. This statement still lies true today. In addition, corporations are large and with that being
said they lead to more lines of coruption. In small buisnesses, the owners can oversee their store
entirely. Can these corporation owners really oversee everything that is going on? Ask any employee
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at a corporate office if they believe their workplace is being ran how they think the corporation would
want it. One is likely to find the answer that it is not.
Just like any other issue there are two sides to the story. The problem with this issue is that most will
agree that corporations are only there to make money. They don’t care about the people that are
helping them make money. They only care at the end of the day how much money they made.
349 words
Reader Commentary
This response receives a score of 3 primarily because it is limited in focus. Rather than addressing the
conflicting views of corporate responsibility given in the prompt, the response instead incorrectly casts
the two positions as “people that like the idea of corporations” and people who “believe corporations
are just money hungry.” The writer proceeds to develop an explanation of these two positions, citing
the various qualities that lead each group of people to their beliefs, but the response concludes by
declaring that “there are two sides to the story” without adopting any position of its own. This
highlights another limitation of the response, the fact that it does not completely address the specific
task directions. Although the response does discuss the two opposing positions, it never discusses
which view more closely aligns with the writer’s own. The response does contain adequate
organization, and the writing demonstrates a sufficient control of language. Sentences such as “Just
like in any other aspects of life, people can get images of something as being good if they only brush
the outside” are typical of the writing in this response and, despite the presence of some errors,
demonstrate a sufficient control of the conventions of standard written English. However, even though
the response demonstrates some qualities of a 4, its problems with focus and its failure to develop a
clear position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task mean that it merits a score of 3.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
I think corporations have a responsibility to not only follow the law but also work with the societies
and enviroments they are in. Our societies and environments in this age are affected by corporations’
operations. An example of this is BP’s accident in the Gulf of Mexico — they might have been
following the law and regulations, but once an accident happens, our societies and environments are
affected. Many fishermen and businesses around the area have been affected by the accident. Now
BP faces so many liabilities and needs to pay money. As a result, they are loosing more than they
made in the past.
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It is also important that corporations makes as much as money possible. If they do well, there might
be more employment opportunities for people and more taxes for the city, states and federal which
help our country’s economy better.
However, there are always choices that corporations can take and they can make money by
promoting the well-being of the societies and environments. It might cost them more but it will also
help to save thier expenses.
180 words
Reader Commentary
This seriously flawed response attempts to address the task directions by considering both of the views
presented in the prompt. The first paragraph seems to embrace the first view given in the prompt
when it asserts that “corporations have a responsibility to . . . work with the societies and
environments they are in.” The writer uses the example of the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico to
demonstrate that “our societies and environments in this age are affected by corporations’
operations,” but, apart from restating these same claims, the paragraph provides no real support for
this position. Instead, the writer moves on to a discussion of the financial implications of the oil spill for
BP. The second paragraph then makes an abrupt transition to a discussion of the prompt’s second
view and again seems to embrace this position when it claims that “it is also important that
corporations makes as much as money possible.” This position is supported with a single relevant but
undeveloped reason. Although the writer attempts to reconcile the two positions in the last paragraph
by arguing that “there are always choices that corporations can take and they can make money by
promoting the wellbeing of the societies and environments,” the response provides no support for this
position beyond its unsupported and contradictory claim that “it might cost them more but it will also
help to save their expenses.” Overall, then, this response provides few examples in support of its
claims. The response’s poor focus and its very limited support, then, warrant a score of 2.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
Humans have invented machines but they have forgot it and have started everything technically so
clearly their thinking process is deterioating.
21 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
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The essay is clearly on topic, as evidenced by the writer's usage of the more significant terms from the
prompt: "technically" (technologically), "humans," "thinking" (think) and "deteriorating" (deteriorate).
Such usage is the only clear evidence of understanding. Meaning aside, the brevity of the essay (one
sentence) clearly indicates the writer's inability to develop a response that follows the specific
instructions given ("Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement above and
explain your reasoning for the position you take").
The language, too, is clearly level 1, as the sentence fails to achieve coherence. The coherent phrases
in this one-sentence response are those tied to the prompt: "Humans have invented machines" and
"their thinking process is deteriorating." Otherwise, the point being made is unintelligible.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to address the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Issue Task 5. “Every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey and
resist unjust laws.”
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.
Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
Throughout history the conflict between one’s own judgment and the judgment of the lawmakers has
given rise to many conflicts, wars and revolutions. In that context, the claim that individuals should
follow their own sense of righteousness by opposing laws that are in their opinion unfair and
following laws that are fair is justified. Since individual judgment is subjective, however, I cannot
completely agree with the claim.
One of the negative consequences of blindly following a state’s laws becomes clear when one
considers authoritarian, ideologically extreme and fundamentalist countries. It is highly likely that
power-hungry and oppressive governments like Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union are not founded
on and buttressed by the most ethical laws. For example, when my grandfather was stationed with
the German army in the Czech Republic in 1945, he was tasked with executing five Czech partisans. As
a soldier, he should have followed orders and could have been sent to prison or executed himself if he
disobeyed. He managed to convince his superior that his pistol was rusty and would not fire and
thereby saved the lives of the partisans by disobeying a direct order. When a state’s laws are in
conflict with basic human codes of ethics, therefore, it becomes clear that one should disobey orders.
Not all laws, however, violate human rights, so the decision to follow or oppose them is not black and
white. In some cases a subjective sense of what is right might actually oppose a collective sense of
what is right. For instance, I remember arguing with my parents while in 5th grade in school that,
based on my antipathy towards school at the time, I had a right to freedom and should not be obliged
to go to school. In fact, going to school is required by law in Germany, and I was arguing to break the
law based on my own set of principles and rights. Since a sense of righteousness can be subjective, it
is sometimes reasonable to accept laws that benefit the whole of society as well as the individual even if the individual is not willing to accept that as a universal truth.
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I furthermore can’t completely agree with the claim with respect to the statement that society should
obey “just” laws. There are certainly circumstances in which a whole society’s sense of right and
wrong has been manipulated by years of propaganda. Consider the law passed in 1939 by Nazi
Germany labeled the “Endloesung”, i.e., the final solution. That law deprived Jewish people of any
human rights and set the scene for the holocaust. Through years of brainwashing, a large proportion
of German society accepted that law and actually believed that Jews were an inferior race. Therefore,
depending on the circumstances and the manipulative powers of a regime, even laws that appear just
to some are utterly appalling to humanity as a whole. Hence, the subjective nature of right or wrong
does not only vary from person to person but is also subject to manipulation and deceit. For this
reason I cannot agree with the claim completely.
In conclusion, therefore, there are situations, such as when laws clearly oppose basic human rights, in
which the claim is true and useful. However, an individual’s interpretation of what is right is often
subjective and vulnerable to biased influences by powerful regimes. Therefore the truth of the claim is
limited.
565 words
Reader Commentary
This response presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the issue in accordance with the specific
task directions. Each paragraph contributes significant analytical reasoning to support the nuanced
position that while resistance to authority is obviously justified in the most clear-cut cases, a sense of
justification can be too subjective to be reliable not only in a personal sense but also on a societal
scale, as when entire populations become deluded. In presenting that analysis, the writer takes a
position that one must disobey unjust laws (second paragraph) and obey those that are just (third
paragraph). But, in accordance with the task direction to address any compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge one’s position, the writer also recognizes a counterargument
to his/her position in instances when people neither resist nor disobey unjust laws (fourth paragraph),
particularly when they are “subject to manipulation and deceit.” Furthermore, the examples and
reasons are both compelling and persuasive as in the dramatic case of the Nazi soldier finding a way
to disobey orders even though he “should” have followed them to save his own life. The response
conveys ideas fluently and precisely via effective vocabulary and syntax, as in this example: “Therefore,
depending on the circumstances and the manipulative powers of a regime, even laws that appear just
to some are utterly appalling to humanity as a whole. Hence, the subjective nature of right or wrong
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does not only vary from person to person but is also subject to manipulation and deceit.” For its wellarticulated, cogent analysis of the issue, this response earns a score of 6.
Score 5 — Strong
Every individual in a society does have a responsibility to obey just laws and to potentially disobey and
resist unjust laws to a certain extent. Laws are formed with the safety and well being of the society as
a whole; therefore one would hope that most laws would be considered just. However, in extreme
circumstances, disobeying a law that is seen as unjust, when seen as benefiting society as a whole, is
acceptable. In these situations the “bar” for what stands as unjust needs to be set, and is
nonnegotiable. Without a hard and fast line that is followed complete anarchy could ensue.
Every person has a responsibility to do what is just, whether it is in the eyes of the law or eyes of what
is morally acceptable. To be a responsible and active member in a functioning society an individual
needs to follow protocol. Laws that are set in place to control the safety of a community are crucial to
the society’s survival. Responsibility, although a daunting term, is appropriate in that in order for a
law to be effective and functional individuals need to be held accountable for their actions. Just laws
are not simply suggestions that should be followed; they are rules that need to be followed.
When it comes to unjust laws it is not such a black and white situation. If a law is unjust in every single
situation, and at no point is morally acceptable, then it is an individual’s responsibility to stand up
against the law and demand change. However, there is no standard definition as to what is unjust.
Each individual can read into this situation differently. For some, animal rights hold the most
significance and any law that denies them complete rights is unjust. In that case most in society would
not find it acceptable or morally right to fight laws that protect a human’s security over an animal’s
security. The same can be said for issues such as abortion. Some are strongly pro choice while others
feel it is the same as committing murder. In this case some would fight against laws that allow
abortion while others will fight to allow the women to decide. In both scenarios, if everyone fought
against the standing laws chaos would surely ensue.
To resist unjust laws could hold a very different meaning to each individual in society. Some believe
that the best way to resist an unjust law would be to send letters to the capitol, quietly protest by
putting up signs, or simply getting word out by holding town meetings out that these laws are not
acceptable. Others take resistance to a totally different level by vocally protesting, holding sit-ins, and
in some cases becoming violent. This being said, unless is there is a hard and fast rule describing what
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is considered unjust and what “resist” means, there needs to be caution when attempting to stand up
for what one individual decides is unjust.
In the most extreme cases, such as allowing genocide of an entire race, there would be no question
that citizens need to stand up and fight the laws put in place by the corrupt justice system. In such
cases the line is drawn and it appears to be a black and white issue. Again, caution needs to be taken
when disobeying the laws. If the resistance becomes violent, then their cause can become
questionable. Are they not doing the same thing in retaliation, therefore committing unjust crimes to
fix unjust rules? Tactful and effective methods that do not put society as a whole in more danger than
they currently stand in would be acceptable. However, more often than not violence is used to fight
violence, which essentially seems to contradict the cause and undermine the end goals of the
resistance.
In the end it is critical that society follow just laws in order to keep society healthy and happy. It is in
fact their individual responsibility to do so. As for disobeying unjust laws, there seems to be a large
grey area. Depending on the means to the end, disobeying could potentially be beneficial to the entire
society, yet with strong opinions leading the way there is potential for damage to be done to the
entire society. In that case, “responsibility” is too strong of a term.
720 words
Reader Commentary
In addressing the specific task directions, this strong response presents a generally thoughtful and
well- eveloped analysis of the issue. The writer does not merely accept the claim as stated but instead
addresses it as two distinct assertions, which results in a fully reasoned response. While agreeing that
“every individual in a society does have a responsibility to obey just laws,” the writer takes a more
pragmatic approach when evaluating the validity of the counterclaim that every individual in society
also has a responsibility to disobey unjust laws. For example, in paragraph two, the writer presents a
view favoring the obligation to obey laws and then, in the third paragraph, clearly signals a turn to
challenging that view: “When it comes to unjust laws it is not such a black and white situation.” To
illustrate this point, the writer examines several reasons why it is difficult to make such a broad claim
about unjust laws, including the differing views among individuals as to what constitutes an unjust law
and what actions should be taken “to resist” such laws. The writer warns that engaging in resistance
to unjust laws could justify extreme methods of retaliation which would undermine the goal of
www.avayeshahir.com

Page 79

resisting (e.g., using violence to fight against violence). Examples are well chosen and reasoning is
logically sound. Ideas are connected appropriately (e.g., “In these situations,” “However,” “In that
case,” “Again,” “In the end”), and the response is well organized. However, it lacks the superior facility
of a typical 6, and that keeps it from receiving the higher score. For its well-considered, thoughtful
analysis and logically sound reasoning, this response earns a score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
I disagree with the claim that individuals in a society have a responsibility to obey just laws and to
disobey and resist unjust laws. I believe individuals are responsible to obey laws, whether they seem
just or unjust. Promoting the idea that members of a society ought to disobey and resist any law with
which they disagree is dangerous. We should encourage society members to use proper channels to
challenge the laws which they believe are unjust.
Our society is based on democratic law. As such, our current laws represent the values and needs of
our society as a whole. If an individual of our society disagrees with a particular law, we could all be in
danger if that individuals belief conflicts with the greater good of our society. For example, if John
believes he should be able to use methamphetamines, and therefore chooses to produce them in his
home despite the current ban on methamphetmines in our country, this could put many other
individuals in danger. Methamphetamine production creates many toxic byproducts, and faulty
production can result in dangerous explosions, both of which put his neighbors in harms way. John
may be justified in his choice to endanger himself by using methampehtamines, but he is not justified
to endanger his neighbors.
Some might argue that obeying unjust laws only serves to reinforce those laws, but I disagree. Many
laws in our country and been changed or modified over the years. An important example is abortion.
Abortion was previously illeagal in our country. In resistance to the unjust laws, many women
obtained illegal abortions. These abortions were not safe and were often performed under unsanitary
conditions. Through out legal system, we have now ensured that women have the legal right to
abortion. Seeking action through appropriate channels did not reinforce prohibition of abortion, but
led to it’s legalization. By following the proper legal channels, and obtaining legalized abortion,
woman now have access to abortions at safe and sanitary medical facilties, and the unjust laws were
changed.
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As responsible citzens, we have the right to obey laws. The responsible response to unjust laws is to
change them.
356 words
Reader Commentary
In addressing the specific task directions, this response presents both a position on the issue and a
potential challenge to it. Disagreeing with the idea of resisting or disobeying laws, the writer argues
that all laws should be obeyed or challenged through “proper legal channels.” Using a democratic
society to provide context and through the example of John the methamphetamine producer, the
writer illustrates the potential danger in advocating disobedience to laws which one personally deems
to be unjust. Next, the writer satisfactorily responds to a potential counterargument: “Some might
argue that obeying unjust laws only serves to reinforce those laws, but I disagree.” By comparing the
consequences of disobedience to abortion laws (unsafe operations performed under unsanitary
conditions) to the results obtained when legal channels were pursued (legal abortions in sanitary
medical facilities), the writer successfully addresses the counterargument while reinforcing support for
his/her own position. Although it is adequately organized and ideas are supported with relevant
examples, the response lacks the breadth and depth required for a score of 5 or 6. For instance, while
the example of John illustrates the point that there is a potential danger to society when individuals
disobey laws which they deem unjust, it does not demonstrate any thoughtful consideration of the
more complex aspects of the issue. The same is true of the abortion example which cites changes in
the law but does not engage the thornier and more contentious aspects of that issue. Ideas are
conveyed with acceptable clarity although there are some errors. For its competent analysis of the
issue conveyed with acceptable clarity, this response merits a score of 4.
Score 3 — Limited
The purpose of stating the laws is to maintain law and order in the society. Without the laws there will
not be any control on the behaviour of the individuals in the society. Laws are made for the welfare of
society itself so it is the responsibility of each and every individual to obey the stated laws.
Obeying the laws is beneficial for the society, but then the question arises that what is the difference
between just and unjust laws? It depends on the thinking of individual to individual. The law which is
just for one individual may be unjust for another individual. For example in a country like India there is
a law which gives reservation for backward class people in most of the fields like education,
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employment etc. This law is supported by those who are benifited by this law but the people who
dont get reservation are resisting such laws. Or a theif does a robbery, when roberry is a crime
according to law which is just law for normal people but may be unjust for the theif. So whether a law
is just or unjust depends on individual perspective.
Take for example on the roads traffic signals every individual has to follow the signals or else there
will be a lots of confusions, and also may result in to accidents. If each individual follows the laws
there will be no confusions and the traffic movement will be smooth, thus every one in the traffic gets
benifitted.
So it is the responsibility of each individual to obey the laws stated whether it may seem just or unjust
to him. Even though the laws seems unjust the resistance can be shown in some different ways, but
the laws must be obeyed. The best example of this is the recent movement in India about the Jan Lok
pal bill which will soon become a law. Thus the laws can also be changed or modified by the
contribution of individuals but the its necessary that the laws are obeyed.
Even though one can voice his opinion about the unjust laws the resistance also has to be done as per
the law. The laws cannot be classified as just or unjust as per an individual opinion. Thus to conclude
the laws are made for the welfare of the society as a whole and not only for an individual so it is the
responsibility of each and every individual to obey the prescribed laws whwther he likes it or not.
418 words
Reader Commentary
This response demonstrates limited competence in addressing the task directions and analyzing the
issue. The writer disagrees with the prompt (“it is the responsibility of each individual to obey the laws
stated whether it may seem just or unjust to him”) and supports this view by explaining why the claim
is untenable (“the laws cannot be classified as just or unjust as per an individual opinion”). In
accordance with the task directions, the writer also addresses implied objections to the prompt. The
fourth paragraph, for example, centers on explaining that although the writer objects to disobeying
the law, this is not necessarily an objection to all forms of resistance (“Even though the laws seems
unjust the resistance can be shown in some different ways, but the laws must be obeyed”). Despite
these strengths, the response is obviously flawed. An accumulation of frequent minor and occasional
major errors interferes with clarity: “For example in a country like India there is a law which gives
reservation for backward class people in most of the fields like education, employment etc. This law is
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supported by those who are benifited by this law but the people who dont get reservation are resisting
such laws.” Therefore, primarily because it has problems in language and syntax that result in a lack of
clarity, this response merits a score of 3.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
At first glance it would seem easy to agree with this statement. Obeying laws that are just and
resisting laws that are unjust helped build our nation. Our founding fathers resisted laws imposed by
England such as taxation without representation. Rosa Parks sat in the front of the bus at a time when
blacks were prohibited from doing so. We can now look back and see that these acts were heroic and
beneficial to our country which at first sway me to agree with this statement. However, after further
analyzing what the full meaning of this steament is I would have to disagree.
My disagreement arises from two words, just and unjust, and creates more questions than answers.
How does one determine which laws are just and which are unjust? Each individual in society has
their own opinion about what is considered just and unjust, fair or unfair. Would it be wise for
someone to radomly decided not to follow a law because they felt it was unjust? I think not.
171 words
Reader Commentary
While the language is relatively clear, with only occasional errors, this response exemplifies seriously
flawed analytical writing primarily due to its lack of development and it is not fully addressing the
specific task directions. In the first paragraph, the writer briefly considers the merit of the prompt’s
claim, offering a few unexplored examples of occasions in history when resistance to unjust laws was
“heroic and beneficial to our country.” The writer then abandons that line of reasoning and takes a
different position, that the prompt creates “more questions than answers.” Although questions raised
by the writer have the potential to be developed into thoughtful analysis of the issue’s complexity,
they are left unexamined. Therefore, because it is seriously limited in presenting and developing a
position on the issue, the response merits a score of 2.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
Generally speaking, every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey
and resist unjust laws, it is important that obey the laws and it must be receive the agreement all of
us.
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Firstly, the squence of the list like number, look like beautiful and vivid, at the same time, the
behavior of human being in the society will be influence the other people, if the attitude of
recongizing the subjects is correct will added the confidence each other. For example the individual
tax, if exceed the amount of salary the country proved, must be a feedback in the revenue in the
finance government.
Secondly, we are surfing the web all day and all nitht, so the internet is ever so import ant to every
person. The famous websit www.taobao.com, it involved0 the honest issue recently, the CEO Ma Yun
insist on the law, announce the whole issue in the websit on public, receive the good goals in the
mind of all over the world. On the contrary, if a person disobey and resist unjust laws,for example the
drugs in good famous singer and good anthelte, will be give the children bad message, must be get to
bad influence in the future in the children, include the mother and father, the brother and sister, etc.
Last but not the least, as human being not another animals in the world. Must be keep the good mind
in the brains, resist the happence of unjust laws, don’t like the Stock Indexes bounce around like yo-yo
game on Friday, day after yesterday lost 4 percent in the value. Do the correct things in the end.
In sum, I firmly consider, receive the normal message, good message will influence more people,
fininsed the harmony society, God wished. Friendly speaking, every individual in a society has a
responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey and resist unjust laws.
319 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
The length of this response does not offset its fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing. In the
opening paragraph, the writer repeats the prompt and appears to agree with the prompt’s claim.
From that point on, however, severe and pervasive problems in language and sentence structure
interfere with meaning so persistently that it is impossible to recognize any potentially relevant
analysis, as is shown in the following: “The famous websit www.taobao.com, it involved0 the honest
issue recently, the CEO Ma Yun insist on the law, announce the whole issue in the websit on public,
receive the good goals in the mind of all over the world.” Following the introduction, transitions
appear at the start of each paragraph, but the content of those paragraphs is largely incoherent. Due
to the severe and pervasive problems in language and sentence structure and in spite of phrases from
the prompt being sprinkled throughout the response, there is little or no evidence that the writer
understood the issue and the task. For all of these reasons, the response must receive a score of 1.
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Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to address the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Issue Task 6.
Claim: The best test of an argument is its ability to convince someone with an opposing viewpoint.
Reason: Only by being forced to defend an idea against the doubts and contrasting views of others
does one really discover the value of that idea.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and
the reason on which that claim is based.
Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
The claim that the best test of an argument is its ability to convince someone with an opposing
viewpoint is a compelling one. The reason given for this claim is that only through defending an idea
against all possible criticism does the idea gain true and tested merit. Indeed, it is this very reason
which forms the basis of academic scholarship: by debating and discussing opposing ideas in a
collective discourse, we are able to home in upon those ideas which are truly of value. The concept
that an argument should be based on sound principles that convince even those who are biased
against it falls in line with the foundation of our post-Enlightenment society of reason.
Consider, for example, two disparate political parties with vastly different approaches to governing a
country. If, in this tense political climate, a representative from one party raises an argument which
she can defend openly in front of a group of her opponents, the value of the idea becomes clear. Say,
perhaps, that a representative proposes a new strategy for increasing employment which falls much
more in line with her own party’s philosophy than with the other party’s. By arguing with
representatives from the opposing party, and by addressing each and every counterpoint that they
raise to her new employment policy, the potential flaws in her idea are laid utterly bare. Furthermore,
the logic and reason of her points must be measured in the balance against the biases and emotions
of her listeners. If after such a conversation she is able to convince the opposing party that her
proposal holds some merit and might actually be beneficial for the citizens of their country, then its
value becomes far more evident than if she were a dictator who had merely administered her vision
unchecked. It is apparent from this example that the ideology of convincing others with opposing
viewpoints is pervasive in the way many governments and institutions are structured, such as our
own—through checks and balances, public discourse, and productive disagreement.
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The strongest reason for the excerpt’s validity is found by comparing the claim to its reverse. Imagine
a scenario where one is asked to present one’s argument, but the group of people to whom one is
presenting already espouse those very ideas: “preaching to the choir” is the ubiquitous idiom we use
to describe this phenomenon. In this situation, it becomes irrelevant whether or not a particular
argument holds those indicators of merit: logic and reason grounded in evidence. Even the most
inflammatory or tenuous arguments would not be exposed for their true hollowness by a group who
were unwilling or unable to question the speaker. The “choir” presents no challenge to the argument,
and in doing so the argument’s merit cannot be tested. In fact, it is this lack of challenge which can
lead to stagnation both in the governing of nations—consider, as mentioned above, dictators who
eliminate the possibility of dissent—and in academic discourse, where complacency with prevailing
ideas can halt the creation of new and possibly contradictory findings. For this, we see that being
forced to defend an idea against the doubt of others does indeed bring out its true worth; in the
opposing situation, whether or not the argument holds intrinsic merit, this merit cannot be tested or
discerned in any way.
There is, however, one modification which makes the claim more complete. The claim suggests that
the best test for an argument is its ability to convince others, which may lead to the inference that an
argument which cannot convince others holds no value. However, this inference is not true, and here
lies the caveat to the claim. Throughout history there are ideas or arguments that are perhaps too
modern, beyond their times, and in these situations those who oppose them refuse to believe an
argument that is later on discovered to be entirely true and valid. Imagine, for example, Galileo’s
attempts to convince his contemporaries that the Earth revolved around the Sun, and not vice versa.
In the scientific climate of his time, others simply couldn’t accept Galileo’s reasoned argument despite
his multiple attempts to convince them. In this instance, the value of Galileo’s argument actually
could not be tested by defending it in front of others. The value only became apparent later on, when
other scientists began to repeat and understand the insightful calculations that Galileo had made
much earlier. So while convincing the opposition is certainly one mark of a good argument, it is not
always the ultimate test.
In conclusion, the examples discussed reveal that the worth of an argument can be measured through
its ability to withstand dissent and doubt. As long as an argument is not deemed invalid by the mere
fact that no others are persuaded by it, it is reasonable to claim that the best way to test an argument
is to attempt to convince those who oppose it.
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822 words
Reader Commentary
In addressing the specific task directions, this outstanding response presents a cogent examination of
the issue and conveys meaning skillfully. After stating a clear position in agreement with both the
claim and its reason, the writer emphasizes the significance of the latter: “It is this very reason which
forms the basis of academic scholarship: by debating and discussing opposing ideas in a collective
discourse, we are able to home in upon those ideas which are truly of value.” Skillfully, the writer
demonstrates the validity of the claim by comparing arguments presented to different audiences. First,
a political representative defends a proposal against the arguments of the opposing party. Here, the
proposal is fully tested “through checks and balances, public discourse, and productive disagreement.”
In contrast, the writer considers a similar presentation of ideas to a likeminded group (“preaching to
the choir”) and concludes that, in the absence of discourse or dissent, the merit of an idea cannot be
determined. Finally, the writer reexamines the claim and finds an exception to it (the rejection by his
contemporaries of Galileo’s reasoned argument), and modifies the claim as follows: “So while
convincing the opposition is certainly one mark of a good argument, it is not always the ultimate test.”
Examples and reasons are both compelling and persuasive, and language and syntax are consistently
precise and effective, as in the following: “In fact, it is this lack of challenge which can lead to
stagnation both in the governing of nations—consider, as mentioned above, dictators who eliminate
the possibility of dissent—and in academic discourse, where complacency with prevailing ideas can
halt the creation of new and possibly contradictory findings.” Because of its superior facility, fluent and
precise presentation of ideas, and clear and insightful position, this response clearly earns a score of 6.
Score 5 — Strong
As an undergraduate college student, I have come to understand that many of my peers are
very emotionally attached to their opinions and political viewpoints. While a gut reaction may tell you
that what you believe is correct, that initial instinct is not sufficient in backing up an opinion or idea. In
a court of law, or in a debate, one must use rational reasoning and clear, specific examples when
arguing a side. Oftentimes, one does not realize how well (or, conversely, how little) one knows a
subject until those ideas are challenged. It is through debate, and through the process of being
challenged by an opposing viewpoint, that one really begins to understand why they believe what
they believe, and how intellectually sound those reasons are.
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Many times, over the course of my education, I have come into contact with those whose
viewpoints differ from my own. I consider myself to be a person with an open mind, and I enjoy
debate with others who value different sides of an argument than I do. In those conversations with
others, it is easy to tell who is educated on a topic, and who has had a gut, emotional reaction to the
issue being discussed. Those who know about the topic use specific examples to explain why they feel
the way they do. Those who don’t sometimes resort to more emotional persuasive methods, and
sometimes the discussion can become heated.
It is through discussions such as these that I have been able to shape my own opinions and
viewpoints on current social issues. I appreciate being challenged by my peers or someone who is
“playing devil’s advocate” because, through that process, I am able to really examine the motives
behind my beliefs. Sometimes, I have encountered discussions that have led me to realize that I
simply do not know enough about a topic to hold a valid discussion about it. Other times, I have
realized that I am well-versed on the subject, and my opinion or viewpoint is logically sound.
While I agree that this process of challenge is valuable in the formation and upholding of
personal viewpoints and opinions, I do not believe that a person should enter into a conversation with
the specific purpose of persuading others to change their opinions. Opinions are highly personal, and
each person has a reason to believe what they do. It is valuable to question beliefs and opinions, but it
is not constructive to feel that your opinion is best and others need to believe what you believe or be
considered wrong. I think that there must exist a balance between questioning the beliefs of others
and being able to understand why other people believe what they believe. It is more important to be
able to understand another person’s perspective on a subject than it is to change their mind. In other
words, you may disagree with someone, but it is important to be able to see why they believe what
they believe. This promotes a well-roundedness that is important in intellectual discussion, and,
indeed, in many areas of life.
Though the best test of an argument is challenge (and the subsequent ability to meet the
challenge of defense or question the validity of the original opinion), I do not necessarily believe that
the challenge must involve convincing someone with an opposing viewpoint that you are correct. You
may challenge the idea of others—and be challenged—without feeling as though you must change
the minds of others. While discussion of this type may result in changing someone’s mind, I don’t
believe that that should be the goal. The goal of such a discussion should be to share thoughts and
ideas, to uphold your own ideas, and to challenge ideas that may be based on emotion or instinct. In
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this way, we may grow intellectually in an amiable way without stunting the growth of those around
us.
654 words
Reader Commentary
This response presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the issue in addressing the
specific task directions. The writer introduces the response’s position by first addressing the reason
given in the prompt, rather than the claim itself. Through generally thoughtful analysis of personal
experiences, the writer agrees that challenges to one’s beliefs by those with contrasting views play a
vital role in shaping and testing the validity of one’s convictions. Turning next to the claim, the writer
rejects the assertion that the ability to convince someone with an opposing viewpoint is the best test
of an argument. Instead, the writer argues that more is gained by understanding the views of others
than by convincing them of the superiority of one’s own position. Although a minor digression follows
in the discussion of the importance of respecting the opinions of others, this does not detract
significantly from the logical flow of analysis; it does, however, suggest that the response is generally
thoughtful rather than cogent and compelling. The concluding paragraph demonstrates the writer’s
ability to formulate a cohesive position on all aspects of the issue. Also, ideas are presented clearly
with appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety, as in this example: “I appreciate being challenged
by my peers or someone who is ‘playing devil’s advocate’ because, through that process, I am able to
really examine the motives behind my beliefs.” Overall the response demonstrates facility with the
conventions of standard written English. For all the reasons above, the response earns a score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
Whether valuing one’s own ideas requires challenging them against the views of others is a contested
position. This is problematic when we seek to choose the proper action, especially when it comes to
religious beliefs and political ideals. It seems though that convincing those who have an alternative
perspective on a specific topic will ultimately be what allows us to recognize the value of our own
stance.
Some argue that the values of our ideas are realized without being discussed with those holding a
different point of view. The proponents of this position claim that as long as we are convinced of our
views, then there will be no need to challenge them by considering the ideas of others. For example,
let us consider religious beliefs. One may argue that it will be unnecessary to establish any exchange
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of ideas between different religions, as such exchange will have no effect at all. Religious arguments
are presented in the first place to be upheld by faith and not reason. Accordingly, such ideas should
not be contested and contrasted with others, as that will only lead to religious tension. Religious
tension in the first place is the outcome of dominant religious groups trying to force their views on
others who hold different beliefs.
Nevertheless, it seems it is still necessary to challenge our positions against the critical arguments
especially of those who have an opposing view. The main force of this argument stems from the claim
made by John Stuart Mill of the fallibility of our ideas. This view has also been advocated by a number
of contemporary philosophers, especially Jurgen Habermas. The recognition that our arguments are
fallible will urge us to continuously consider alternatives while contesting our beliefs against those of
others. In the case of international terrorism for instance, we do believe that considering the view of
others is required. The destruction of the twin towers in New York possibly would not have occurred if
there had been any dialogue between the two contesting parties. The notion of utilizing terrorism for
arriving at particular political goals would be subjected to thorough criticism. Consequently, those
who appeal to terrorism as a legitimate mean to arriving at ends will in the least recognize the
fallibility of their position beforehand. This however can only be done through contesting it against
those who hold a different view and not against those who are already convinced of the legitimacy of
terrorism.
Ultimately, it seems that challenging our views against contrasting perspectives does appear to be the
best way to test the soundness of an idea. This stems primarily for our recognition of the fallibility of
our ideas. Therefore, we should always consider any argument we hold to be contestable. This will
prompt us to discuss our ideas against people who hold opposing views first and foremost in order to
see whether our beliefs are right or not.
483 words
Reader Commentary
In addressing the specific task directions, this response presents a competent analysis of the issue and
conveys meaning with acceptable clarity. It begins with the writer agreeing with the claim: “convincing
those who have an alternative perspective on a specific topic will ultimately be what allows us to
recognize the value of our own stance.” Before developing this position, however, the writer considers
the views of others who assert that the value of a belief can only be determined by one who holds the
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same belief and acknowledges that circumstances exist when efforts to convince others of one’s views
can be futile, as in exchanges between those who hold faith-based beliefs. According to the writer,
such efforts should be avoided as they have a greater potential to create religious strife than to
ascertain the soundness of ideas. The writer then reaffirms agreeing with the claim and reason and
suggests that they stem from and align with the views of Mill and Habermas: “The recognition that
our arguments are fallible will urge us to continuously consider alternatives while contesting our
beliefs against those of others.” However, to rise to the level of a 5 or 6, the response must go
beyond merely mentioning two philosophers to discuss in some depth the intersection of their
theories with the writer’s own position. Such philosophical underpinnings of the response offer rich
possibilities for exploration and development but they are left unexamined, and the writer even
declines to elaborate on his or her own views. Instead, the writer offers an example, also unexplored,
of the destruction of the Twin Towers on 9/11 and argues that the attack might not have occurred had
the terrorists allowed their views to be challenged and the fallibility of their beliefs exposed. While this
does not demonstrate thoughtful probing or insightful consideration of the issue especially because it
seems to contradict what the writer has said earlier about challenging one’s religious views, it does
provide a relevant example to support the writer’s position. Thus, the analysis remains only
competent. In spite of some errors, the response generally demonstrates control of the conventions of
standard written English. And as the following example shows, ideas are expressed with acceptable
clarity: “Consequently, those who appeal to terrorism as a legitimate mean to arriving at ends will in
the least recognize the fallibility of their position beforehand.” For its competent analysis, relevant
examples and reasons, and its sufficient control of language, the response earns a score of 4.
Score 3 — Limited
Everyone is entitled to their own opinion, and this can often lead to debates between parties with
opposing views. Though some would describe debate as combative, it can be much more. Debate is
essential to the development of well formed ideas because it forces the participants to more deeply
analyze not only their viewpoint but also the opposing viewpoint. By defending you stance on an issue
or idea you are naturally deepening your own understanding of it through deeper analysis and
reflection.
When debating an issue the opposing sides puts up criticisims to cast doubt on ones stance. Naturally
that person must not only discredit said criticisms but also attempt to weaken the opposing sides
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argument. This process naturally forces you to analyze the issue from both sides, both trying to
anticipate and deflect the attacks from the opposition. A deeper understanding and apprectiation of
ones ideas comes as a result of this reflection.
Another natural by product of debate is discovering the value and truth of said idea to you. Most
often people choose to defend positions that they agree with and believe in. For example, some
people would not defend a pro-choice stance because it is not something that personally believe in.
When defending a stance it is often times critical to believe in at least part of what you are fighting
for.
Many differing opinions exist in the world and the beauty is we can learn and enrich ourselves almost
all of them. Defending your ideas against opposing views enables you to deepen your understanding
of your ideas and those of others. Along with this deepened understanding comes a greater
appreciation of your own ideas and values. This is truly the height of debate and discussion.
289 words
Reader Commentary
Demonstrating some competence in understanding the issue and addressing the task directions, this
response presents a clear position best illustrated in its conclusion: “Defending your ideas against
opposing views enables you to deepen your understanding of your ideas and those of others. Along
with this deepened understanding comes a greater appreciation of your own ideas and values. This is
truly the height of debate and discussion.” The writer argues that debate can lead to a deeper
understanding of issues as both sides of an argument are analyzed in order for a person to be able to
defend ideas from criticism, weaken an opponent’s position, and discover the value and truth of
personal beliefs. While this is a valid line of reasoning, it is developed only superficially as the writer
relies on unsupported assertions. The only example appears in the third paragraph, the “pro-choice
stance,” but it is left unexplored and undeveloped. Much of the response consists of slight
modifications of the same idea, that of deepening understanding. Notice the repetition of words and
phrases in the first, second, and fourth paragraphs: “deepening your own understanding,” “deeper
understanding and apprectiation,” “with this deepened understanding comes a greater appreciation.”
While the response exhibits some flaws in grammar, usage, and syntax, meaning is generally clear.
Overall, the response earns a score of 3 primarily because of limited development and its reliance on
unsupported claims.
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Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
I agree with the statement, “The best test of an arguement is its ability to convince someone with an
opposing viewpoint.” Often in school one has to debate an issue and is assigned a side to represent. I
am no exception. One can find reseach to support almost any argument. The challenge is how well
one can compose their thoughts and present them. If one can persuade another with an opposing
viewpoint, whom in reality shares your same viewpoint, therein lies a victory.
I feel that the reasoning statement does support the claim. One must have proof in order to back an
arguement. If one is conducting reseach for a debate, they may never have discovered some of the
opposing thoughts. This provides the opportunity to make an informed decision when taking a side.
134 words
Reader Commentary
This brief response demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. Although the writer
attempts to address the task and indicates clear agreement with both the claim and reason, the
response is seriously limited in developing a position on the issue. The very few logical reasons or
examples provided to substantiate its position are undeveloped. In addition, there are problems in
language and sentence structure that seriously interfere with or even obscure meaning as in these
examples: “If one can persuade another with an opposing viewpoint, whom in reality shares your
same viewpoint, therein lies a victory”; and, “If one is conducting reseach for a debate, they may never
have discovered some of the opposing thoughts.” For seriously limited development, few relevant
reasons or examples in support of its claims, and serious problems in language that frequently
interfere with meaning, the response clearly earns a score of 2.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
I agree with the claime, I feel that any topic should have an an opposing viewpoint. Without having an
opposing viewpoint, an individual does not get to truly understand two sides of any particular topic.
(Value of that idea) It is only a fair fact that two different viewpoints are being presented, so that you
have enpugh information to defend your beliefs.
62 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
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Extreme lack of development of ideas in this response renders it fundamentally deficient. The response
sketches an understandable position but provides little evidence that the writer can develop an
organized response. For that reason and because it is extremely brief, the response merits a score of 1.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to address the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Issue Task 7. “In our time, specialists of all kinds are highly overrated. We need more generalists—
people who can provide broad perspectives.”
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
In this era of rapid social and technological change leading to increasing life complexity and
psychological displacement, both positive and negative effects among persons in Western society call
for a balance in which there are both specialists and generalists.
Specialists are necessary in order to allow society as a whole to properly and usefully assimilate
the masses of new information and knowledge that have come out of research and have been widely
disseminated through mass global media. As the head of Pharmacology at my university once said
(and I paraphrase):"I can only research what I do because there are so many who have come before
me to whom I can turn for basic knowledge. It is only because of each of the narrowly focussed
individuals at each step that a full and true understanding of the complexities of life can be had. Each
person can only hold enough knowledge to add one small rung to the ladder, but together we can
climb to the moon." This illustrates the point that our societies level of knowledge and technology is
at a stage in which there simply must be specialists in order for our society to take advantage of the
information available to us.

Simply put, without specialists, our society would find itself bogged down in the Sargasso sea of
information overload. While it was fine for early physicists to learn and understand the few laws and
ideas that existed during their times, now, no one individual can possibly digest and assimilate all of
the knowledge in any given area.
On the other hand, Over specialization means narrow focii in which people can lose the larger
picture.No one can hope to understand the human body by only inspecting one's own toe-nails. What
we learn from a narrow focus may be internally logically coherent but may be irrelevant or fallacious
within the framework of a broader perspective. Further, if we inspect only our toe-nails, we may
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conclude that the whole body is hard and white. Useful conclusions and thus perhaps useful
inventions must come by sharing among specialists. Simply throwing out various discovieries means
we have a pile of useless discoveries, it is only when one can make with them a mosaic that we can
see that they may form a picture.

Not only may over-specialization be dangerous in terms of the truth, purity and cohesion of
knowledge, but it can also serve to drown moral or universall issues. Generalists and only generalists
can see a broad enough picture to realize and introduce to the world the problems of the
environment. With specialization, each person focusses on their research and their goals. Thus,
industrialization, expansion, and new technologies are driven ahead. Meanwhile no individual can see
the wholisitc view of our global existence in which true advancement may mean stifling individual
specialists for the greater good of all.

Finally, over-specialization in a people's daily lives and jobs has meant personal and psychological
compartmentalization. People are forced into pigeon holes early in life (at least by university) and
must conciously attempt to consume external forms of stimuli and information in order not to be lost
in their small and isolated universe. Not only does this make for narrowly focussed and generally
pooprly-educated individuals, but it guarantees a sense of loss of community, often followed by a
feeling of psychological displacement and personal dissatisfaction.

Without generalists, society becomes inward-looking and eventually inefficient. Without a society
that recongnizes the impotance of braod-mindedness and fora for sharing generalities, individuals
become isolated. Thus, while our form of society necessitates specialists, generalists are equally
important. Specialists drive us forward in a series of thrusts while generalists make sure we are still on
the jousting field and know what the stakes are.
622 words
Reader Commentary
This is an outstanding analysis of the issue—insightful, well reasoned, and highly effective in its use of
language. The introductory paragraph announces the writer's position on the issue and provides the
context within which the writer will develop that position: "In this era of rapid social and technological
change leading to increasing life complexity and psychological displacement . . . ." The argument itself
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has two parts. The first part presents a compelling case for specialization, primarily in the field of
medicine. The second part presents an equally compelling, well-organized case against
overspecialization based on three main reasons:


logical (narrowly trained specialists often fail to understand the whole)



moral (usually generalists understand what is needed for "the greater good")



personal (specializing/pigeonholing too early can be psychologically damaging)

The argument's careful line of reasoning is further strengthened by the skillful use of expert testimony
(quotation from a prominent medical researcher) and vivid metaphor (to inspect only one's toenails is
to ignore the whole body).
It is not only the reasoning that distinguishes this response. The language is precise and often
figurative ("bogged down in a Sargasso sea of information overload," "a pile of useless discoveries,"
and "specialists drive us forward in a series of thrusts, while generalists make sure we are still on the
jousting field"). The reader is constantly guided through the argument by transitional phrases and
ideas that help organize the ideas and move the argument forward. This is an exceptionally fine
response to the topic.
Score 5 — Strong
Specialists are not overrated today. More generalists may be needed, but not to overshadow the
specialists. Generalists can provide a great deal of information on many topics of interest with a broad
range of ideas. People who look at the overall view of things can help with some of the large problems
our society faces today. But specialists are necessary to gain a better understanding of more in depth
methods to solve problems or fixing things.

One good example of why specialists are not overrated is in the medical field. Doctors are necessary
for people to live healthy lives. When a person is sick, he may go to a general practitioner to find out
the cause of his problems. Usually, this kind of "generalized" doctor can help most ailments with
simple and effective treatments. Sometimes, though, a sickness may go beyond a family doctor's
knowledge or the prescribed treatments don't work the way they should. When a sickness progresses
or becomes diagnosed as a disease that requires more care than a family doctor can provide, he may
be referred to a specialist. For instance, a person with constant breathing problems that require
hospitalization may be suggested to visit an asthma specialist. Since a family doctor has a great deal of
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knowledge of medicine, he can decide when his methods are not effective and the patient needs to
see someone who knows more about the specific problem; someone who knows how it begins,
progresses, and specified treatments. This is an excellent example of how a generalied person may
not be equipped enough to handle something as well as a specialized one can.

Another example of a specialist who is needed instead of a generalist involves teaching. In grammar
school, children learn all the basic principles of reading, writing, and arithematic. But as children get
older and progress in school, they gain a better understanding of the language and mathematical
processes. As the years in school increase, they need to learn more and more specifics and details
about various subjects. They start out by learning basic math concepts such as addition, subtraction,
division, and multiplication. A few years later, they are ready to begin algebraic concepts, geometry,
and calculus. They are also ready to learn more advanced vocabulary, the principles of how all life is
composed and how it functions. One teacher or professor can not provide as much in depth
discussion on all of these topics as well as one who has learned the specifics and studied mainly to
know everything that is currently known about one of these subjects. Generalized teachers are
required to begin molding students at a very early age so they can get ready for the future ahead of
them in gaining more facts about the basic subjects and finding out new facts on the old ones.

These are only two examples of why specialists are not highly overrated and more generalists are not
necessary to the point of overshadowing them. Generalists are needed to give the public a broad
understanding of some things. But , specialists are important to help maintain the status, health, and
safety of our society. Specialists are very necessary.
527 words
Reader Commentary
This writer presents a well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue by discussing the need
for both the generalist and the specialist.
The argument is rooted in two extended examples, both well chosen. The first (paragraph 2) begins
with a discussion of the necessity for medical generalists (the general practitioner) as well as
specialists and moves into an example within the example (breathing problems and the need for an
asthma specialist). This extension from the general to the specific characterizes the example in the
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next paragraph as well. There, the discussion centers on education from elementary to high school,
from basic arithmetic to calculus.
The smooth development is aided by the use of appropriate transitions: "but," "usually," and "for
instance," among others. The essay ends by revisiting the writer's thesis. While the writer handles
language and syntax well, several lapses in clarity keep this otherwise well-argued response out of the
6 category. The problems vary from the lack of a pronoun referent ("When a sickness
progresses or becomes diagnosed, . . . he may be referred to a specialist") to an error in parallel
structure ("how it begins, progresses and specified treatments"), to loose syntax and imprecise
language ("Generalized teachers are required to begin molding students at a very early age so they
can get ready for the future ahead of them in gaining more facts about the basic subjects.")
Score 4 — Adequate
Specialists are just what their name says: people who specialize in one part of a very general scheme
of things. A person can't know everything there is to know about everything. This is why specialists
are helpful. You can take one general concept and divide it up three ways and have three fully
developed different concepts instead of one general concept that no one really knows about. Isn't it
better to really know something well, than to know everything half-way.
Take a special ed teacher compared to a general ed teacher. The general ed teacher knows how to
deal with most students. She knows how to teach a subject to a student that is on a normal level. But
what would happen to the child in the back of the room with dyslexia? She would be so lost in that
general ed classroom that she would not only not learn, but be frustrated and quite possibly, have low
self-esteem and hate school. If there is a special ed teacher there who specializes in children with
learning disabilities, she can teach the general ed teacher how to cope with this student as well as
modify the curriculum so that the student can learn along with the others. The special ed teacher can
also take that child for a few hours each day and work with her on her reading difficulty one-on-one,
which a general ed teacher never would have time to do.
A general ed teacher can't know what a special ed teacher knows and a special ed teacher can't know
what a general ed teacher knows. But the two of them working together and specializing in their own
things can really get a lot more accomplished. The special ed teacher is also trained to work on the
child's self-esteem, which has a big part in how successful this child will be. Every child in the United
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States of America has the right to an equal education. How can a child with a learning disability
receive the same equal education as a general ed student if there was no specialist there to help both
teacher and child? Another thing to consider is how a committee is supposed to work together. Each
person has a special task to accomplish and when these people all come together, with their tasks
finished, every aspect of the community's work is completely covered. Nothing is left undone. In this
case there are many different specialists to meet the general goal of the committee.
When you take into account that a specialist contributes only a small part of the generalist aspect, it
seems ridiculous to say that specialists are overrated. The generalists looks to the specialists any time
they need help or clarification on their broad aspect. Specialists and generalists are part of the same
system, so if a specialist is overrated, then so is a generalist.
480 words
Reader Commentary
This is an adequate analysis of the issue. After a somewhat confusing attempt to define "specialists" in
the introductory paragraph, the writer presents a pertinent example (the special education teacher) to
illustrate the importance of specialists. The example dominates the response and contributes positively
to the overall score of 4.
The second example, how a committee works, is less persuasive. However, it does seem to help clarify
the writer's definition of "general" as an umbrella term meaning the total collection of what specialists
know about a topic.
Although the writer's views about the relationship between "generalist" and "specialist" are unusual,
they do become clear in the conclusion of the essay. Yet, these ideas are not developed in sufficient
depth or with enough logical control to earn a score higher than 4.
The writing is generally error free. There are few problems in sentence structure, grammar, and usage,
although the phrasing is at times imprecise and wordy. Overall, this response displays clearly adequate
control of the elements of written English.
Score 3 — Limited
To quote the saying, "Jack of all trades, master of none," would be my position on the statement. I
feel specialists in all areas of knowledge lead to a higher standard of living for everyone. Specializing
in different areas allows us to use each others talents to the highest level and maximize potential. As
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an example, if a person required brain surgery, would they rather have a brain surgeon or a general
practitioner doing the work? Clearly a specialist would do the better job and give the patient a chance
at a better life.
A university education starts by laying the groundwork for general knowledge but then narrows down
to a specific field. General knowledge and a broad prospective are important, but if there was no
focus on specific areas, our overall knowledge as a population would be seriously lessened.
Another example of specialists not being overated would be international trade. Not every nation can
provide for themselves. They need to get products and ideas from other parts of the world because
they are better at providing them. This allows for a growing economy if two different nations can
provide each other with two different products. If one country can produce oranges better than
another, it should trade the oranges for the fish that it can not produce. If generalizing was the
normal thing to do and both countries tried to produce all kinds of products, the countries would
probably survive, but not have the standard of living they presently have.
251 words
Reader Commentary
The writer's position is clear: specialists are important and necessary. However, the position is not
adequately supported with reasons or logical examples.
Paragraph 1 presents an appropriate example of the brain surgeon versus the general practitioner.
However, the example of an increasingly narrow university education in paragraph 2, contains only
two sentences and is seriously undeveloped. It does little to advance the writer's position.
Paragraph 3 offers yet another example, the most developed of all. Unfortunately, this example is not
clearly logical. The writer tries to argue that the "specialist" country (one that is a better producer of
oranges) is superior to the "generalist" country (presumably one that produces oranges as well as
other products). This generalist country, the writer tells us, would be inferior to the other. This
conclusion does not emerge logically from the writer's argument, and it seems to be at odds with
everyday reality. Although language is used with some imprecision throughout the essay, the writer's
meaning is not obscured. The main reasons for the score of 3 are the lack of sufficient development
and inappropriate use of examples.
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Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
In the situation of health I feel that specialists are very important. For example if a person has heart
problems, choose a heart specialist over a genral medicine Dr. However if a person is having a wide
range of syptoms, perhaps choose a Dr. with a wide range of experience might be more helpful.
It also depends on the type of problem you are having. For example I would not suggest taking a
troubled child to a theorpist who specializes in marriage problems. In some cases have a specialists
helps to insure that you are getting the best possibly treatment. On the other hand dealing with a
person who has a wide range of experience may be able to find different ways of dealing with a
particular problem.
Since the quotation did not state exactely what type of specialist we are dealing with it is also hard to
determine the importance of having a specialist is. For example the could be health or problems with
a car, or basically anything else. I feel that this information should not have been left out. I guess the
bottom line is that I feel sometimes a specialist is very important.
197 words
Reader Commentary
This is a seriously flawed analysis of the issue. The response argues in favor of specialists, but neither
the reasons nor the examples are persuasive. The example of not taking "a troubled child to see a
therapist who specializes in marriage problems" is both simplistic and off the mark since it
differentiates between two specialists, not between a generalist and a specialist. The sentences are so
poorly formed and phrased that the argument is at times hard to follow. Nevertheless, this is not a 1
essay: the writer presents a position on the issue, develops that position with some very weak analysis,
and communicates some ideas clearly.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
I disagree with the statement about specialists, we need specialists who take individual areas and
specialize. A generalists can pinpoint a problem. He or she cannot determine the magnitude of the
problem. A specialist can find the root of the problem. When he or she has years working in that
specific field. For example, when i got sick i went to a doctor. He did blood work, x-ray, talk to me, ect.
He prescribed me a medicine. I got worst. So i decided to go another doctor. Now, i am doing great. A
specialist knows the facts right away. Otherwise, it will take longer or not at all.
108 words
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Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
This response presents a fundamentally deficient discussion of the issue.
The first sentence states the writer's position in support of specialists, but that position is not followed
by a coherent argument. Some of the ideas seem contradictory (e.g., "generalists can pinpoint a
problem") and the example is confusing. If the essay explained that the first (unsuccessful) doctor was
a generalist and the second (successful) doctor was a specialist, the example would be useful.
However, as written, the example is unclear and even misleading. The concluding statement only adds
to the confusion. Since most of the sentences are short and choppy, the ideas they try to communicate
are also choppy. The writer needs to provide transitional phrases and ideas to bring logical cohesion to
this response. Also, basic errors in usage and grammar are pervasive, but it is primarily the lack of a
coherent argument that makes this response a 1.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to address the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Issue Task 8. “A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum
until they enter college.”
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
Note: This response is reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
Nations should not require that all students study the same national curriculum. If every child were
presented with the same material, it would assume that all children learn the same and that all
teachers are capable of teaching the same material in the same way. In addition to neglecting
differences in learning and teaching styles, it would also stifle creativity and create a generation of
drones. The uniformity would also lend itself to governmental meddling in curriculum that could
result in the destruction of democracy. If every teacher is forced to teach a certain text, the
government need only change that text to misinform an entire generation. Lastly, a standardized
curriculum would also adversely affect students who come from lower income families or families
who have little education as they might not have as many resources for learning outside of school.
Children all learn in very different ways. If the curriculum is standardized completely, it leaves little
room for exploratory learning. One child may learn how to spell from reading, another may learn from
phonics. If the curriculum is standardized, suppose one aspect is dropped, that may exclude certain
children from learning adequately. This is not to say of course that there shouldn’t be requirements,
but they should be general requirements, not something so specific as a curriculum. Especially at the
high school level this would be detrimental to the variety of subjects that a student can learn.
Standards and the “No Child Left Behind” act in America are already forcing the reduction in programs
such as art and music that have a less defineable curriculum. Additionally, education systems are
rarely funded well enough to achieve the general goal of educating children. If a national curriculum
were implemented, would it come with a significant increase in financial support? History suggests
that it would not.
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Teachers also have different methods of teaching; if say, the English curriculum of all high schools
were standardized, then a book that one teacher teaches excellently and therefore inspires students
to read more and learn on their own might be eliminated, and although that teacher ought to be
capable enough to teach the curriculum books, his or her students will still be missing out on what
might have been a great learning experience. It also limits how much of the teacher’s unique
knowledge he or she can bring to the classroom. It is these inspirational books or experiences that
allow teachers to reach students; if they are put in a mold, the quality of teaching and learning will go
down.
Learning should be enjoyable and children and adolescents should be taught not only the curriculum
in school, but that the body of knowledge that exists in the world today is enormous and that you can
learn your whole life. Having a national curriculum implies that there is a set group of things worth
learning for every person. Maybe this is true, but for students, it sets up a world where there is a
finite amount of knowledge to be acquired for the purpose of regurgitating it on a test. Teaching a
standard curriculum doesn’t encourage inquiries; it doesn’t make students ask questions like, “Why?”
and “How? School’s real purpose is teaching people to learn, not just teaching them a set group of
facts. By teaching them to learn, students can continue doing so, they can extend skills from one area
of knowledge to another. This type of learning fosters creativity that can be used not only in math or
science or English, but in art or music or creative writing. Teaching a brain to go beyond being a file
cabinet for facts is the best way to teach creativity. Creativity is too often assumed to be something
only for the arts. It is creativity that results in innovation and it is innovation that has resulted in the
greatest achievements of humanity in the sciences and humanities alike.
Finally, the education system of a country is designed to put all children on a level playing field.
Though this is only an ideal, it is a noble ideal. If the school curriculum becomes standardized, children
who have highly educated parents, or more money to buy books outside of school, or more resources
for tutors or private schools will immediately gain a foothold. Poorer students from uneducated
families in the current American school system are already at a disadvantage, but at least now there is
hope through variety that something can reach out to them and inspire them. There is hope that they
can find a class that interests them. If the curriculum becomes rigid and standardized, it is these
disadvantaged students who fall through the cracks.

www.avayeshahir.com

Page 106

There are many reasons not to standardize the curriculum. The uniqueness of students and teachers
is the most obvious, but students from less educated backgrounds will suffer the most. The creativity
of a nation as a whole would fall with a standardized curriculum. Most importantly though is the
question of who and what? Who chooses the curriculum? What is important enough that it must be
taught? These questions assume that there is some infallible committee that can foresee all and know
what knowledge will be important in everyone’s lives. There is no person, no group, no committee
capable deciding what knowledge is necessary. Curriculum should have standards, not be
standardized and education should be as much about knowledge as it about learning learn.
901 words
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My Students’ Writing Samples
The following samples are written by my students. They may have some flaws regarding the structure
of GRE writing, but, on the whole, they are of high quality.
Most important discoveries or creations are accidental: it is usually while seeking the answer to one
question that we come across the answer to another.
Since the dawn of humanity, human beings have encountered quite a few discoveries and
creations, some of which were accidental, while others not. By considering such discoveries and
creations as fire, gravity, and electricity, one may consider that all of the discoveries are accidental,
but as far as I am concerned, considering all of the mankind's innovations as mere accidents is nothing
short of misunderstanding the terms "discovery" and "creation."
To begin with, considering all the innovations accidents is in stark conflict with the nature of
science, for science is not really an accident. Most of the discoveries that changed the lives of humans
- for instance electricity, the Internet, and gravity - were those that had their roots in science, and
Albert Einstein once said, and I am quoting, "Science is everything but accident," indicating that
science has almost nothing to do with accident. By way of illustration, consider the process of
discovering electricity. Were all the processes that resulted in such powerful generators, wire
networks, and transmitters based on accidents, or they were the outcomes of years and years of
research and investments?
Furthermore, when one reads the history of important discoveries such as gravity, he or she
may conclude that it was just/simply by accident that the apple that fell on the head of Newton
resulted in the discovery of gravity, and from this point of view, no one can deny that it was accident,
but were all the efforts that Newton and his colleagues put behind proving the existence of gravity
accidental as well? With this in mind, even if the origin of the discovery is a mere accident, it is
completely erroneous to consider the whole process of the discovery to the final line as an accident.
Finally, although there are some critical discoveries, which were made by mere accidents and
play pivotal roles in the development of human life, it is wrong to generalize the idea of being
incidental to all other discoveries. For instance, it is crystal clear that fire was discovered out of
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accident, but the further processes that took place to use fire for development were highly arduous
and were not accidental.
Having taken the previously mentioned reasons and many others into account, although some
of the most important discoveries and creations were born by accident, by considering all of the
efforts and hard work their discoverers and creators exerted, one can come to the understanding that
not all phenomena in this world are based on accidents.
416 words
Payman Ghasemi: Sharif University of Technology
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The Argument Task
Analytical Writing: "Argument" Task Scoring Guide
The "Analyze an Argument" essay is scored on a six-point holistic scale according to the criteria below.
Although the Analytical Writing measure of the GRE General Test contains two discrete analytical
writing tasks, a single combined score is reported because it is more reliable than either task score
alone. The reported score ranges from 0 to 6, in half-point increments.

Analysis of an Argument
30 minutes
You will have 30 minutes to plan and write a critique of an argument presented in the form of a short
passage. A critique of any other argument will receive a score of zero.
The "Analyze an Argument" task assesses your ability to understand, analyze, and evaluate arguments
according to specific instructions and to convey your evaluation clearly in your writing. Each topic
consists of a brief passage in which the author makes a case for some course of action or
interpretation of events by presenting claims backed by reasons and evidence.
Your task is to discuss the logical soundness of the author's case by critically examining the line of
reasoning and the use of evidence. This task requires you to read the argument and instructions
carefully. You might want to read the argument more than once and make brief notes about points
you want to develop more fully in your response. In reading the argument, you should pay special
attention to:


what is offered as evidence, support, or proof



what is explicitly stated, claimed, or concluded



what is assumed or supposed, perhaps without justification or proof



what is not stated, but necessarily follows from or underlies what is stated

In addition, you should consider the structure of the argument — the way in which these elements
are linked together to form a line of reasoning; i.e., you should recognize the separate, sometimes
implicit steps in the thinking process and consider whether the movement from each step to the next
is logically sound. In tracing this line, look for transition words and phrases that suggest the author is
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attempting to make a logical connection (e.g., however, thus, therefore, evidently, hence, in
conclusion).
An important part of performing well on the Argument task is remembering what you are NOT being
asked to do:


You are not being asked to discuss whether the statements in the argument are true or
accurate.



You are not being asked to agree or disagree with the position stated.



You are not being asked to express your own views on the subject being discussed (as you
were in the Issue task).

Instead, you are being asked to evaluate the logical soundness of an argument of another writer and,
in doing so, to demonstrate the critical thinking, perceptive reading and analytical writing skills that
university faculty consider important for success in graduate school.
It is important that you address the argument according to the specific instructions. Each task is
accompanied by one of the following sets of instructions:


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.



Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions, and what the
implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.



Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable.
Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the
recommendation.



Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to
explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the advice.
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Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain
how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.



Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure
to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.



Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival
the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the
facts presented in the argument.



Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be addressed in order to
decide whether the conclusion and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure
to explain how the answers to the questions would help to evaluate the conclusion.

"Analyze an Argument" is a critical thinking task requiring a written response. Consequently, the
analytical skills displayed in your evaluation carry great weight in determining your score; however,
the clarity with which you convey ideas is also important to your overall score.

Understanding the Context for Writing: Purpose and Audience of the
Argument Task
The purposes of the task are to see how well equipped you are to insightfully evaluate an argument
written by someone else and to effectively communicate your evaluation in writing to an academic
audience. Your audience consists of GRE readers carefully trained to apply the scoring criteria already
set be ETS.
To get a clearer idea of how GRE readers apply the Argument scoring criteria to actual essays, you
should review scored sample Argument essay responses and reader commentary. The sample
responses, particularly at 5 and 6 score levels, will show you a variety of successful strategies for
organizing and developing an insightful evaluation. The reader commentary discusses specific aspects
of analytical writing, such as: cogency of ideas; development and support; organization; syntactic
variety; and facility with language. The commentary points out aspects that are particularly effective
and insightful as well as any that detract from the overall effectiveness of the responses.
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Preparing for the Argument Task
Since the Argument task is meant to assess analytical writing and informal reasoning skills that you
have developed throughout your education, it has been designed neither to require any specific
course of study nor to advantage students with a particular type of training.

Many college textbooks on rhetoric and composition have sections on informal logic and critical
thinking that might prove helpful, but even these might be more detailed and technical than the task
requires. You will not be expected to know specific methods of analysis or technical terms.
An excellent way to prepare for the "Analyze an Argument" task is to practice writing on some of the
published Argument topics. There is no one way to practice that is best for everyone. Some prefer to
start practicing without adhering to the 30-minute time limit. If you follow this approach, take all the
time you need to evaluate the argument. Regardless of the approach you take, consider the following
steps:


Carefully read the argument and the specific instructions — you might want to read them
more than once.



Identify as many of the argument's claims, conclusions, and underlying assumptions as
possible and evaluate their quality.



Think of as many alternative explanations and counterexamples as you can.



Think of what specific additional evidence might weaken or lend support to the claims.



Ask yourself what changes in the argument would make the reasoning more sound.

Write down each of these thoughts. When you've gone as far as you can with your evaluation, look
over the notes and put them in a good order for discussion (perhaps by numbering them). Then write
an evaluation according to the specific instructions by fully developing each point that is relevant to
those instructions. Even if you choose not to write a full essay response, you should find it helpful to
practice evaluating a few of the arguments and sketching out your responses.
When you become quicker and more confident, you should practice writing some Argument
responses within the 30-minute time limit so that you will have a good sense of how to pace yourself
in the actual test. For example, you will not want to discuss one point so exhaustively or to provide so
many equivalent examples that you run out of time to make your other main points.
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You might want to get feedback on your response(s) from a writing instructor, philosophy teacher or
someone who emphasizes critical thinking in his or her course. It can also be informative to trade
papers on the same topic with fellow students and discuss each other's responses in terms of the
scoring guide. Focus not so much on the "right scores" as on seeing how the responses meet or miss
the performance standards for each score point and what you need to do to improve.
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GRE Logical Fallacies
1. Assuming everything remains unchanged by the passage of time
This Fallacy is committed whenever the changes that may occur over time are not taken into account.
Example: In the 1990s, ManCorp significantly boosted profits by starting a new line of haircare
products, Fresh Scent, to appeal to the burgeoning single male market. Since 2010, ManCorp has been
experiencing a significant decline in annual profits. In order to boost profits again, ManCorp should
appeal to the single male market by releasing a new line of grooming products.
What was successful in one time period is not necessarily going to be successful in another time
period. The idea is that many factors shift over time. In this case, the market in the 1990s is not the
same as the market today. For instance, is the single male market “burgeoning” the way it was in the
1990s? Even if it is growing, there could be many competitors targeting the same market. After all,
ManCorp isn’t doing well. There can be many reasons for this, but those reasons aren’t necessarily
going to disappear simply because ManCorp releases a new line of products.
How to improve it?

2. The Member vs. Group Fallacy
It is pretty unrealistic to describe a group and then expect that every single member fulfills that
characteristic. You can remember this fallacy by thinking about stereotypes. We generally think of
stereotypes as harmful because they unfairly limit a certain group to one definable characteristic that
is often founded on little to no evidence. In order to avoid the member-group fallacy, the argument
should clearly state that a member is a representative of the group as a whole; most of the time,
however, it won’t.
Example 1: The average of X school has been quite good. Therefore, it can be concluded that all the
students in this school are clever.
Example 2: The people of X village have been migrating to nearby towns in recent years. Therefore, it
can be concluded that, in this state, the rate of migration from the country to the town is quite high.
How to improve it?
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3. Hasty Generalization
Hasty Generalization occurs when the proponent either uses too small of a sample size or
inappropriate statistics to support a sweeping generalization.
A. Inappropriate Statistics (Confusing number and percent)
B. The Insufficient Sample Fallacy: For a sample to adequately represent a larger population, it
must be of significant size and characteristically representative of the population.
Example 1: 80% of University X undergrads were employed within one year of graduating, while only
50% of the graduate students of the same university were employed after one year.
The statistics of one university simply cannot account for a sweeping claim about graduate education.
To really identify the source of the employment disparity, we’d have to compare the admission
standards for undergrads and grad students, examine the economy of the surrounding area, compare
the types of jobs sought by undergrads and grads, and show the distribution of majors among grads
and undergrads.
Example 2: I have worked with 3 people from New York City and found them to be obnoxious, pushy,
and rude. It is obvious that people from New York City have a bad attitude.
The data for the inference in this argument are insufficient to support the conclusion. Three
observations of people are not sufficient to support a conclusion about 10 million.
Example 3: In a recent survey conducted by Wall Street Weekly, 80% of the respondents indicated
their strong disapproval of increased capital gains taxes. This survey clearly shows that increased
capital gains taxes will meet with strong opposition from the electorate.
The data for the inference in this argument are drawn from a sample that is not representative of the
entire electorate. Since the survey was conducted of people who invest, not all members of the
electorate have an equal chance of being included in the sample. Moreover, persons who read about
investing are more likely to have an opinion on the topic of taxes on investment different from the
population at large.
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Example 4: In 2014, MakeTech had the lowest percentage of defective products in its five-year history.
Therefore, there were fewer defective MakeTech products released to the market in 2014 than there
were in previous years.
It’s wrong to conclude, based on the percentage of defective products, that the total number of
defective products is lower than in previous years. For example, let’s say 5% of MakeTech’s products
were defective in 2014, and they released 100,000 products. The total number of defective 2014
products released is 5,000. On the other hand, if 2012 was a sloppy year, and the defect rate was
10%, but MakeTech only released 40,000 products, the number of defective products is only 4,000. So
in this case, the percent of products released in 2012 that were defective may be higher than that of
2014, but the number of physical products is lower. How to improve it?

4. The Fallacy of Vague language
Example: Studies have shown that those who eat three Maxomeal fruit bars a day are in better shape
than those who eat a normal diet.
When language is vague, it’s open to interpretation, making it difficult to draw any valid conclusions.
In this case, what does “better shape” mean exactly? Lower fat percentage? Higher cardiovascular
functioning? Bulging biceps? Then there’s also “normal diet”: this could mean almost anything.
Indeed, for a fan of Maxomeal bars, eating three a day might be part of a “normal diet.” Again, when
language is so vague that it’s open to wildly divergent interpretations, it essentially becomes
meaningless.
How to improve it?

5. The Necessary Condition Assumption (Mistaken Cause & Effect)
The speaker of an argument may assume that a certain course of action is necessary or sufficient to
achieve a result. The “necessary” line of reasoning is particularly weak if the speaker does not provide
evidence that no other means of achieving the same result is possible.
Example 1: A superintendent of a school argues that adopting a certain marketed reading program is
necessary–i.e. the only means–to increase reading skills of students.
The “sufficient” line of reasoning is weak if the speaker fails to provide evidence that the proposed
course of action would be sufficient to bring about the desired result by itself. In the above example,
the superintendent may not have shown that the reading program by itself is enough to raise reading
www.avayeshahir.com

Page 117

levels. There are other factors involved in this proposed outcome: preparedness of teachers and
attentiveness of students.
Example 1: After instituting a comprehensive bilingual program, Miramonte Prep School has
graduated a higher percentage of students this year than the previous year. Therefore, if Miramonte
wants to continue to increase the percentage of students graduating from next year’s class, it should
continue the bilingual program.
There can be many causes for the increase in the percent of graduates. Therefore, it’s wrong to
assume that the bilingual program was the sole reason—or even a reason—for this observed effect.
How to improve it?

6. The Fallacy of Faulty Analogy
Reasoning by analogy functions by comparing two similar things. Because they are alike in various
ways, the fallacy is that it is likely they will share another trait as well. Faulty Analogy arguments draw
similarities between the things compared that are not relevant to the characteristic being inferred in
the conclusion.
Example 1: Ted and Jim excel at both football and basketball. Since Ted is also a track star, it is likely
that Jim also excels at track.
Example 2: If the manager of a business, say a trading card shop, may find that a big competitor in a
different city has increased sales by moving from a downtown location to a suburban one. The
argument may seem sound, but we can’t completely analogize these different trading-card shops.
First of all, the demographics in their respective cities may respond to different incentives. Maybe
that particular city’s downtown district was already on the rise, and the relocation merely reaped the
benefits? Without this thorough background info, we can’t make this analogy. Next time, we’ll look at
the next three flaws and discuss how to begin forming our Argument Task essay. To practice, think
about these flaws in depth and try to find them in everyday reasoning. Watch out for them in your
conversations, in television shows, on commercials, etc. If you can spot them in everyday situations, it
will be easy on the test.
Example 3: Five years ago, to offset a recession, Clarksburg built a new outdoor shopping area, filled
with luxury outlets and fine dining establishments. The city has since been reinvigorated
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economically. Therefore, Gaptown, which is currently in a recession, should build a similar shopping
establishment if it wants to escape its economic slump.
Multiple Fallacies:
1. The Fallacy of Faulty Analogy: Based on the example, we know very little about Clarksburg and
Gaptown. They could be different in any number of ways. Therefore, it’s wrong to conclude that what
works for one will work for the other. For instance, Clarksburg might have many high-income families
(those who can afford a high-end shopping area), or at least be close to a city that has such residents.
If Gaptown is a middle-class town and is nowhere near any town with big spenders, then having a
shopping area filled with luxury outlets, if anything, portends economic disaster.
2. Mistaken Cause & Effect: How do we know for sure that the reason Clarksburg escaped its
recession was because of the shopping area? Perhaps there was a bounce back in the economy at
large.
3. Vague Language: What does it mean exactly to be “reinvigorated economically”? And what exactly
constitutes “escape its economic slump”? Is this the same thing as being “reinvigorated
economically”? With such vague language the answers to these questions are “yes,” “no,” and
“maybe so.” Essentially, the phrases are meaningless. How to improve them?

7. The “after this, therefore because of this" = Correlation Doesn't Imply
Causation = the Post Hoc Fallacy
There are two basic ways a fallacious cause-and-effect claim can be made. First, the speaker may
claim that a correlation suggests causation; just because two phenomena often occur together, it
doesn’t mean that one event causes the other. Second, the speaker may claim that a temporal
relationship suggests causation; by the same logic, just because one event happens after another, it
doesn’t mean that event caused the other to occur. "I touched a toad; I have a wart; the toad caused
the wart." The error in arguments that commit this fallacy is that their conclusions are causal claims
that are not sufficiently substantiated by the evidence.
Example 1: As ice cream sales increase, the rate of drowning deaths increases, so ice cream causes
drowning.
Example 2: Ten minutes after walking into the auditorium, I began to feel sick to my stomach. There
must have been something in the air in that building that caused my nausea.
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In the first example, two events are happening at the same time: ice cream is more popular in the
summer months, and water activities are also more popular.
In the second example, a causal connection is posited between two events simply on the basis of one
occurring before the other. Without further evidence to support it, the causal claim based on the
correlation is premature. How to improve it?

8. Biased or Tainted Data
Tainted data is a problem that could arise with data samples. For data to be considered legitimate, it
has to be collected in an unbiased, fair, and scientific manner; otherwise, the quality of the data is
compromised.
 if there is reason to believe that survey responses are dishonest, the results may be unreliable.
 the results may be unreliable if the method for collecting the data is biased, e.g. if the survey is
designed, consciously or unconsciously, to yield certain responses.
 To spot tainted data, make sure that if a survey should be conducted anonymously–like in the
workplace–then it is indicated.
 Watch out for surveys that try to manipulate responses by providing narrow options. For
example, a survey asking the question “What is your favorite ice cream flavor?” should have
more options than simply “coconut” and “mint;” from those findings, we might fallaciously
conclude that 78% of people identify “mint” as their favorite ice cream flavor.
Example: According to a survey by AminoCorp, its workers are happy with the current office layout:
75% of those polled say they prefer the current office layout to the old one. Therefore, the current
office layout should not be changed.
Surveys don’t necessarily give us accurate pictures, especially if the sample (who was surveyed) and
the sample size (how many were surveyed) are unknown. In the GRE AWA, this information is seldom,
if ever, given. Therefore, the mention of a survey is an opportunity for you to point out a fallacy. In
this case, it says “of those polled.” How do we know if this is representative of the entire company
and therefore how people really feel about the office layout? In this example, the survey is misleading
in another way: the paragraph concludes that the office layout should not be changed, even though
the survey is comparing the old layout to the current one. Even if all of AminoCorp was surveyed, if
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the old office layout was terrible, many are going to say they prefer the current layout, even if the
current layout is mediocre. Had they been surveyed on the question of whether they would be open
to a new office layout, that would provide us with more helpful information to draw the conclusion
above.
How to improve it?

9. Spotlight Fallacy
This occurs when the author assumes that the cases that receive the most publicity are the most
common cases.
Example: 90% of news reports talk about negative events. Therefore, it follows that 90% of events that
occur in the real world are negative.

10. Ad Populum
Ad Populum attempts to prove an argument as correct simply because many people believe it to be
so.
Example: 80% of people are for the death penalty; therefore, the death penalty is moral.

Tips for the Argument Task
You are free to organize and develop your response in any way you think will effectively communicate
your evaluation of the argument. Your response may, but need not, incorporate particular writing
strategies learned in English composition or writing-intensive college courses. GRE readers will not be
looking for a particular developmental strategy or mode of writing. In fact, when GRE readers are
trained, they review hundreds of Argument responses that, although highly diverse in content and
form, display similar levels of critical thinking and analytical writing.

For example, readers will see some essays at the 6 score level that begin by briefly summarizing the
argument and then explicitly stating and developing the main points of the evaluation. The readers
know that a writer can earn a high score by developing several points in an evaluation or by
identifying a central feature in the argument and developing that evaluation extensively. You might
want to look at the sample Argument responses, particularly at the 5 and 6 score levels, to see how
other writers have successfully developed and organized their responses.
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You should make choices about format and organization that you think support and enhance the
overall effectiveness of your evaluation. This means using as many or as few paragraphs as you
consider appropriate for your response, e.g., create a new paragraph when your discussion shifts to a
new point of evaluation. You might want to organize your evaluation around the structure of the
argument itself, discussing it line by line. Or you might want to first point out a central questionable
assumption and then move on to discuss related weaknesses in the argument's line of reasoning.

Similarly, you might want to use examples to help illustrate an important point in your evaluation or
move your discussion forward. However, remember that it is your critical thinking and analytical
writing that is being assessed, not your ability to come up with examples. What matters is not the
form your response takes, but how insightfully you evaluate the argument and how articulately you
communicate your evaluation to academic readers within the context of the task.

Sample Argument Task
In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and fishing) among their
favorite recreational activities. The Mason River flowing through the city is rarely used for these
pursuits, however, and the city park department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside
recreational facilities. For years there have been complaints from residents about the quality of the
river's water and the river's smell. In response, the state has recently announced plans to clean up
Mason River. Use of the river for water sports is therefore sure to increase. The city government
should for that reason devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be
sure to explain how the argument depends on the assumptions and what the implications are if the
assumptions prove unwarranted.

Strategies for this Topic
This argument cites a survey to support the prediction that the use of the Mason River is sure to
increase and thus recommends that the city government should devote more money in this year's
budget to the riverside recreational facilities.
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In developing your evaluation, you are asked to examine the argument's stated and/or unstated
assumptions and discuss what the implications are if the assumptions prove unwarranted. A
successful response must discuss both the argument's assumptions AND the implications of these
assumptions for the argument. A response that does not fully address the task may not receive a 5 or
6.
Though responses may well raise other points, some assumptions of the argument, and some ways in
which the argument depends on those assumptions, include:


The assumption that people who rank water sports "among their favorite recreational
activities" are actually likely to participate in them. (It is possible that they just like to watch
them.) This assumption underlies the claim that use of the river for water sports is sure to
increase after the state cleans up the Mason River and that the city should for that reason
devote more money to riverside recreational facilities.



The assumption that what residents say in surveys can be taken at face value. (It is possible
that survey results exaggerate the interest in water sports.) This assumption underlies the
claim that use of the river for water sports is sure to increase after the state cleans up the
Mason River and that the city should for that reason devote more money to riverside
recreational facilities.



The assumption that Mason City residents would actually want to do water sports in the
Mason River. (As recreational activities, it is possible that water sports are regarded as
pursuits for vacations and weekends away from the city.) This assumption underlies the claim
that use of the river for water sports is sure to increase after the state cleans up the Mason
River and that the city should for that reason devote more money to riverside recreational
facilities.



The assumption that the park department's devoting little of its budget to maintaining
riverside recreational facilities means that these facilities are inadequately maintained. This
assumption underlies the claim that the city should devote more money in this year's budget
to riverside recreational facilities. If current facilities are adequately maintained, then
increased funding might not be needed even if recreational use of the river does increase.
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The assumption that the riverside recreational facilities are facilities designed for people who
participate in water sports and not some other recreational pursuit. This assumption underlies
the claim that the city should devote more money in this year's budget to riverside
recreational facilities.



The assumption that the dirtiness of the river is the cause of its being little used and that
cleaning up the river will be sufficient to increase recreational use of the river. (Residents
might have complained about the water quality and smell even if they had no desire to boat,
swim or fish in the river.) This assumption underlies the claim that the state's plan to clean up
the river will result in increased use of the river for water sports.



The assumption that the complaints about the river are numerous and significant. This
assumption motivates the state's plan to clean up the river and underlies the claim that use of
the river for water sports is sure to increase. (Perhaps the complaints are coming from a very
small minority; in which case cleaning the river might be a misuse of state funds.)



The assumption that the state's clean-up will occur soon enough to require adjustments to this
year's budget. This assumption underlies the claim that the city should devote more money in
this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.



The assumption that the clean-up, when it happens, will benefit those parts of the river
accessible from the city's facilities. This assumption underlies the claim that the city should
devote more money to riverside recreational facilities.



The assumption that the city government ought to devote more attention to maintaining a
recreational facility if demand for that facility increases.



The assumption that the city should finance the new project and not some other agency or
group (public or private).

Should any of the above assumptions prove unwarranted, the implications are:


that the logic of the argument falls apart or is invalid or is unsound



that the state and city are spending their funds unnecessarily
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 The sample essays that follow were written in response to the prompt that appears below. The
rater commentary that follows each sample essay explains how the response meets the criteria for
that score. For a more complete understanding of the criteria for each score point, see the "Analyze
an Argument" Scoring Guide.

Argument Task 1: In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and
fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. The Mason River flowing through the city is
rarely used for these pursuits, however, and the city park department devotes little of its budget to
maintaining riverside recreational facilities. For years there have been complaints from residents
about the quality of the river's water and the river's smell. In response, the state has recently
announced plans to clean up Mason River. Use of the river for water sports is therefore sure to
increase. The city government should for that reason devote more money in this year's budget to
riverside recreational facilities.
Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be
sure to explain how the argument depends on the assumptions and what the implications are if the
assumptions prove unwarranted.
Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 response presents a cogent, well-articulated examination
of the argument and conveys meaning skillfully.
A typical response in this category


clearly identifies aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task and examines them
insightfully



develops ideas cogently, organizes them logically and connects them with clear transitions



provides compelling and thorough support for its main points



conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety



demonstrates superior facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar,
usage and mechanics), but may have minor errors

Essay Response — Score 6
While it may be true that the Mason City government ought to devote more money to riverside
recreational facilities, this author's argument does not make a cogent case for increased resources
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based on river use. It is easy to understand why city residents would want a cleaner river, but this
argument is rife with holes and assumptions, and thus, not strong enough to lead to increased
funding.
Citing surveys of city residents, the author reports city resident's love of water sports. It is not clear,
however, the scope and validity of that survey. For example, the survey could have asked residents if
they prefer using the river for water sports or would like to see a hydroelectric dam built, which may
have swayed residents toward river sports. The sample may not have been representative of city
residents, asking only those residents who live upon the river. The survey may have been 10 pages
long, with 2 questions dedicated to river sports. We just do not know. Unless the survey is fully
representative, valid, and reliable, it can not be used to effectively back the author's argument.
Additionally, the author implies that residents do not use the river for swimming, boating, and fishing,
despite their professed interest, because the water is polluted and smelly. While a polluted, smelly
river would likely cut down on river sports, a concrete connection between the resident's lack of river
use and the river's current state is not effectively made. Though there have been complaints, we do
not know if there have been numerous complaints from a wide range of people, or perhaps from one
or two individuals who made numerous complaints. To strengthen his/her argument, the author
would benefit from implementing a normed survey asking a wide range of residents why they do not
currently use the river.
Building upon the implication that residents do not use the river due to the quality of the river's water
and the smell, the author suggests that a river clean up will result in increased river usage. If the
river's water quality and smell result from problems which can be cleaned, this may be true. For
example, if the decreased water quality and aroma is caused by pollution by factories along the river,
this conceivably could be remedied. But if the quality and aroma results from the natural mineral
deposits in the water or surrounding rock, this may not be true. There are some bodies of water
which emit a strong smell of sulphur due to the geography of the area. This is not something likely to
be afffected by a clean-up. Consequently, a river clean up may have no impact upon river usage.
Regardless of whether the river's quality is able to be improved or not, the author does not effectively
show a connection between water quality and river usage.
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A clean, beautiful, safe river often adds to a city's property values, leads to increased tourism and
revenue from those who come to take advantage of the river, and a better overall quality of life for
residents. For these reasons, city government may decide to invest in improving riverside recreational
facilities. However, this author's argument is not likely significantly persuade the city goverment to
allocate increased funding.
504 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 6
This insightful response identifies important assumptions and thoroughly examines their implications.
The essay shows that the proposal to spend more on riverside recreational facilities rests on three
questionable assumptions, namely:


that the survey provides a reliable basis for budget planning



that the river’s pollution and odor are the only reasons for its limited recreational use



that efforts to clean the water and remove the odor will be successful

By showing that each assumption is highly suspect, this essay demonstrates the weakness of the entire
argument. For example, paragraph 2 points out that the survey might not have used a representative
sample, might have offered limited choices, and might have contained very few questions on water
sports.
Paragraph 3 examines the tenuous connection between complaints and limited use of the river for
recreation. Complaints about water quality and odor may be coming from only a few people and, even
if such complaints are numerous, other completely different factors may be much more significant in
reducing river usage. Finally, paragraph 4 explains that certain geologic features may prevent effective
river clean-up. Details such as these provide compelling support.
In addition, careful organization ensures that each new point builds upon the previous ones. For
example, note the clear transitions at the beginning of paragraphs 3 and 4, as well as the logical
sequence of sentences within paragraphs (specifically paragraph 4).
Although this essay does contain minor errors, it still conveys ideas fluently. Note the effective word
choices (e.g., "rife with . . . assumptions" and "may have swayed residents"). In addition, sentences are
not merely varied; they also display skillful embedding of subordinate elements.
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Since this response offers cogent examination of the argument and conveys meaning skillfully, it earns
a score of 6.
Score 5 — Strong
In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 response presents a generally thoughtful, welldeveloped examination of the argument and conveys meaning clearly.
A typical response in this category


clearly identifies aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task and examines them in a
generally perceptive way



develops ideas clearly, organizes them logically, and connects them with appropriate
transitions



offers generally thoughtful and thorough support for its main points



conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety



demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English but may have minor
errors

Essay Response — Score 5
The author of this proposal to increase the budget for Mason City riverside recreational facilities
offers an interesting argument but to move forward on the proposal would definitely require more
information and thought. While the correlations stated are logical and probable, there may be hidden
factors that prevent the City from diverting resources to this project.
For example, consider the survey rankings among Mason City residents. The thought is that such high
regard for water sports will translate into usage. But, survey responses can hardly be used as
indicators of actual behavior. Many surveys conducted after the winter holidays reveal people who
list exercise and weight loss as a top priority. Yet every profession does not equal a new gym
membership. Even the wording of the survey results remain ambiguous and vague. While water
sports may be among the residents' favorite activities, this allows for many other favorites. What
remains unknown is the priorities of the general public. Do they favor these water sports above a
softball field or soccer field? Are they willing to sacrifice the municipal golf course for better riverside
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facilities? Indeed the survey hardly provides enough information to discern future use of improved
facilities.

Closely linked to the surveys is the bold assumption that a cleaner river will result in increased usage.
While it is not illogical to expect some increase, at what level will people begin to use the river? The
answer to this question requires a survey to find out the reasons our residents use or do not use the
river. Is river water quality the primary limiting factor to usage or the lack of docks and piers? Are
people more interested in water sports than the recreational activities that they are already engaged
in? These questions will help the city government forecast how much river usage will increase and to
assign a proportional increase to the budget.
Likewise, the author is optimistic regarding the state promise to clean the river. We need to hear the
source of the voices and consider any ulterior motives. Is this a campaign year and the plans a
campaign promise from the state representative? What is the timeline for the clean-up effort? Will
the state fully fund this project? We can imagine the misuse of funds in renovating the riverside
facilities only to watch the new buildings fall into dilapidation while the state drags the river clean-up.
Last, the author does not consider where these additional funds will be diverted from. The current
budget situation must be assessed to determine if this increase can be afforded. In a sense, the City
may not be willing to draw money away from other key projects from road improvements to schools
and education. The author naively assumes that the money can simply appear without forethought on
where it will come from.
Examining all the various angles and factors involved with improving riverside recreational facilities,
the argument does not justify increasing the budget. While the proposal does highlight a possibility,
more information is required to warrant any action.
506 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 5
Each paragraph in the body of this perceptive essay identifies and examines an unstated assumption
that is crucial to the argument. The major assumptions discussed are:


that a survey can accurately predict behavior



that cleaning the river will, in itself, increase recreational usage
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that state plans to clean the river will actually be realized



that Mason City can afford to spend more on riverside recreational facilities

Support within each paragraph is both thoughtful and thorough. For example, paragraph 2 points out
vagueness in the wording of the survey: Even if water sports rank among the favorite recreational
activities of Mason City residents, other sports may still be much more popular. Thus, if the first
assumption proves unwarranted, the argument to fund riverside facilities — rather than soccer fields
or golf courses — becomes much weaker. Paragraph 4 considers several reasons why river clean-up
plans may not be successful (the plans may be nothing more than campaign promises or funding may
not be adequate). Thus, the weakness of the third assumption undermines the argument that river
recreation will increase and riverside improvements will be needed at all.
Instead of dismissing each assumption in isolation, this response places them in a logical order and
considers their connections. Note the appropriate transitions between and within paragraphs,
clarifying the links among the assumptions (e.g., "Closely linked to the surveys …" or "The answer to
this question requires...").
Along with strong development, this response also displays facility with language. Minor errors in
punctuation are present, but word choices are apt and sentences suitably varied in pattern and length.
The response uses a number of rhetorical questions, but the implied answers are always clear enough
to support the points being made.
Thus, the response satisfies all requirements for a score of 5, but its development is not thorough or
compelling enough for a 6.
Score 4 — Adequate
In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 response presents a competent examination of the
argument and conveys meaning with acceptable clarity.
A typical response in this category


identifies and examines aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task but may also
discuss some extraneous points



develops and organizes ideas satisfactorily but may not connect them with transitions
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supports its main points adequately but may be uneven in its support



demonstrates sufficient control of language to convey ideas with acceptable clarity



generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English but may have
some errors

Essay Response — Score 4
The problem with the arguement is the assumption that if the Mason River were cleaned up, that
people would use it for water sports and recreation. This is not necessarily true, as people may rank
water sports among their favorite recreational activities, but that does not mean that those same
people have the financial ability, time or equipment to pursue those interests.
However, even if the writer of the arguement is correct in assuming that the Mason River will be used
more by the city's residents, the arguement does not say why the recreational facilities need more
money. If recreational facilities already exist along the Mason River, why should the city allot more
money to fund them? If the recreational facilities already in existence will be used more in the coming
years, then they will be making more money for themselves, eliminating the need for the city
government to devote more money to them.
According to the arguement, the reason people are not using the Mason River for water sports is
because of the smell and the quality of water, not because the recreational facilities are
unacceptable.
If the city government alloted more money to the recreational facilities, then the budget is being cut
from some other important city project. Also, if the assumptions proved unwarranted, and more
people did not use the river for recreation, then much money has been wasted, not only the money
for the recreational facilities, but also the money that was used to clean up the river to attract more
people in the first place.
260 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 4
This competent response identifies two unstated assumptions:


that cleaning up the Mason River will lead to increased recreational use



that existing facilities along the river need more funding
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Paragraph 1 offers reasons why the first assumption is questionable (e.g., residents may not have the
necessary time or money for water sports). Similarly, paragraphs 2 and 3 explain that riverside
recreational facilities may already be adequate and may, in fact, produce additional income if usage
increases. Thus, the response is adequately developed and satisfactorily organized to show how the
argument depends on questionable assumptions.

However, this essay does not rise to a score of 5 because it fails to consider several other unstated
assumptions (e.g., that the survey is reliable or that the efforts to clean the river will be successful).
Furthermore, the final paragraph makes some extraneous, unsupported assertions of its own. Mason
City may actually have a budget surplus so that cuts to other projects will not be necessary, and
cleaning the river may provide other real benefits even if it is not used more for water sports.
This response is generally free of errors in grammar and usage and displays sufficient control of
language to support a score of 4.
Score 3 — Limited
A 3 response demonstrates some competence in addressing the specific task directions, in examining
the argument and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed.
A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


does not identify or examine most of the aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned
task, although some relevant examination of the argument is present



mainly discusses tangential or irrelevant matters, or reasons poorly



is limited in the logical development and organization of ideas



offers support of little relevance and value for its main points



has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity



contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics
that can interfere with meaning

Essay Response — Score 3
Surveys are created to speak for the people; however, surveys do not always speak for the whole
community. A survey completed by Mason City residents concluded that the residents enjoy water
sports as a form of recreation. If that is so evident, why has the river not been used? The blame can
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not be soley be placed on the city park department. The city park department can only do as much as
they observe. The real issue is not the residents use of the river, but their desire for a more pleasant
smell and a more pleasant sight. If the city government cleans the river, it might take years for the
smell to go away. If the budget is changed to accomodate the clean up of the Mason River, other
problems will arise. The residents will then begin to complain about other issues in their city that will
be ignored because of the great emphasis being placed on Mason River. If more money is taken out of
the budget to clean the river an assumption can be made. This assumption is that the budget for
another part of cit maintenance or building will be tapped into to. In addition, to the budget being
used to clean up Mason River, it will also be allocated in increasing riverside recreational facilites. The
government is trying to appease its residents, and one can warrant that the role of the government is
to please the people. There are many assumptions being made; however, the government can not
make the assumption that people want the river to be cleaned so that they can use it for recreational
water activities. The government has to realize the long term effects that their decision will have on
the monetary value of their budget.
295 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 3
Even though much of this essay is tangential, it offers some relevant examination of the argument’s
assumptions. The early sentences mention a questionable assumption (that the survey results are
reliable) but do not explain how the survey might have been flawed. Then the response drifts to
irrelevant matters — a defense of the city park department, a prediction of budget problems and the
problem of pleasing city residents.
Some statements even introduce unwarranted assumptions that are not part of the original argument
(e.g., "The residents will then begin to complain about other issues" and "This assumption is that the
budget for another part of city maintenance or building will be tapped into"). Near the end, the
response does correctly note that city government should not assume that residents want to use the
river for recreation. Hence, the proposal to increase funding for riverside recreational facilities may not
be justified.
In summary, the language in this response is reasonably clear, but its examination of unstated
assumptions remains limited and therefore earns a score of 3.
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Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
A 2 response largely disregards the specific task directions and/or demonstrates serious weaknesses
in analytical writing.
A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


does not present an examination based on logical analysis, but may instead present the
writer's own views on the subject



does not follow the directions for the assigned task



does not develop ideas, or is poorly organized and illogical



provides little, if any, relevant or reasonable support for its main points



has serious problems in language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with
meaning



contains serious errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that frequently obscure meaning

Essay Response — Score 2
This statement looks like logical, but there are some wrong sentences in it which is not logical.
First, this statement mentions raking water sports as their favorite recreational activities at the first
sentence. However, it seems to have a ralation between the first sentence and the setence which
mentions that increase the quality of the river's water and the river's smell. This is a wrong cause and
result to solve the problem.
Second, as a reponse to the complaints from residents, the state plan to clean up the river. As a result,
the state expects that water sports will increase. When you look at two sentences, the result is not
appropriate for the cause.
Third, the last statement is the conclusion. However, even though residents rank water sports, the
city government might devote the budget to another issue. This statement is also a wrong cause and
result.
In summary, the statement is not logical because there are some errors in it. The supporting setences
are not strong enough to support this issue.
172 words
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Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 2
Although this essay appears to be carefully organized, it does not follow the directions for the assigned
task. In his/her vague references to causal fallacies, the writer attempts logical analysis but never
refers to any unstated assumptions. Furthermore, several errors in grammar and sentence structure
interfere with meaning (e.g., "This statement looks like logical, but there are some wrong sentences in
it which is not logical").

Because this response "does not follow the directions for the assigned task" and contains errors in
sentence structure and logical development, it earns a score of 2.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
A 1 response demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


provides little or no evidence of understanding the argument



provides little evidence of the ability to develop an organized response (e.g., is disorganized
and/or extremely brief)



has severe problems in language and sentence structure that persistently interfere with
meaning



contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that result in incoherence

Essay Response — Score 1
The statement assumes that everyone in Mason City enjoys some sort of recreational activity, which
may not be necessarily true. The statement also assumes that if the state cleans up the river, the use
of the river for water sports will definitely increase.
43 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
The brevity of this two-sentence response makes it fundamentally deficient. Sentence 1 states an
assumption that is actually not present in the argument, and sentence 2 correctly states an
assumption but provides no discussion of its implications. Although the response may begin to address
the assigned task, it offers no development. As such, it is clearly "extremely brief ... providing little
evidence of an organized response" and earns a score of 1.
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Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Argument Task 2: The following is taken from a memo from the advertising director of the Super
Screen Movie Production Company.
“According to a recent report from our marketing department, during the past year, fewer people
attended Super Screen-produced movies than in any other year. And yet the percentage of positive
reviews by movie reviewers about specific Super Screen movies actually increased during the past
year. Clearly, the contents of these reviews are not reaching enough of our prospective viewers. Thus,
the problem lies not with the quality of our movies but with the public's lack of awareness that
movies of good quality are available. Super Screen should therefore allocate a greater share of its
budget next year to reaching the public through advertising.”
Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide
whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to
explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
The advertising director of the Super Screen Movie production company believes that increasing
the amount of advertising the company does will increase the amount of people attending Super
Screen produced movies. He believes this because during the past year fewer people than ever
before attended Super Screen produced movies, yet the percentage of positive reviews about specific
Super Screen produced movies increased over the past year. Ostensibly the extra advertising would
tout the good reviews written about Super Screen movies. Before this plan is implemented, however,
Super Screen needs to address some questions about its possible flaws.
First of all, the company needs to ask what the actual number of people attending its movies as
compared to the movies of other production companies is. The number of people going to movies
may have been in universal decline. If this is the case and more people are going to see Super Screen
Movies than the movies of any other production company, advertising about how fun it is to go to the
movie theater may do more to boost Super Screen viewership than advertising promoting its own
good reviews.
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Secondly, the company needs to ask what the actual original number of positive reviews was. If
Super Screen movies recieved 1% positive reviews last year and this year they recieved 2% positive
reviews, getting that message to viewers is not going to increase Super Screen attendence. Making
better movies would be much more likely to increase attendence rates.
Finally, Super Screen needs to ask what the relationship is between its viewers and the movie
reviewers cited in the memo. Using a survey distributed to its target audience, Super Screen could
determine if movie reviews have an effect on their audience's decision to go see a movie, whether
movie reviewers tended to have the same taste as the target audience and exactly whether or not
movie reviews are reaching the audience. Super Screen also needs to consider how its movie choices
have affected the separate movie reviewer and audience populations. If the studio has switched from
making mega-blockbuster action movies to more nuanced dramas, the general public may be less
willing to go see their movies even though movie critics prefer the dramas to the action movies.
Finally the studio must ask whether the percentage of positive reviews is really a relevant way to
measure the potential impact of movie reviews. There are dozens of movie reviewers but when
deciding whether to not to go to a movie, the general public will usually pick from among the 10 most
popular movie reviews. These are the reviews that will impress the public if they are included in
advertising. If the most popular movie reviewers disliked Super Screen movies that a larger number
of small time film bloggers reviewed positively, Super Screen needs to think of a new advertising
strategy.
In conclusion, there are many questions Super Screen needs to answer before using this advertising
director's plan. They need to look carefully at actual numbers, both of viewership and of positive
reviews. The also need to identify the relationship that their target audience has with movie
reviewers and determine how their target audience feels about their movies. Fianlly they need to take
a nuanced look at the movie reviews that they use in their advertising.
549 words

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 6
This response clearly identifies aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task and provides
insightful, thoroughly developed analysis. Thus, it earns a score of 6. The response is clearly on task,
examining the questions that would need to be answered in order to determine if the recommendation
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is reasonable. In each case, the writer perceptively explores the nuances of the question, showing
different ways in which the answers to those questions might have an impact on the recommendation.
For example, the first body paragraph looks at the issue of overall movie attendance, exploring the
possibility that Super Screen might actually be doing better than other production companies. If that is
the case, perhaps Super Screen’s advertising is already effective, and the proposed plan to increase
advertising would not have the intended effect. Throughout the response, the analysis is detailed and
cogent, and the organization of the response is logical both within paragraphs and between
paragraphs. In addition, although there are a few misspelled words, the response demonstrates
facility with language, conveying ideas fluently and precisely. Sentences like this one demonstrate the
superior control of the conventions of standard written English seen throughout this response: “If this
is the case and more people are going to see Super Screen Movies than the movies of any other
production company, advertising about how fun it is to go to the movie theater may do more to boost
Super Screen viewership than advertising promoting its own good reviews.” Because of its fluent
language and insightful analysis, this response earns a score of 6.
Score 5 — Strong
While the advertising director clearly aims at relitalizing his production company and ensuring that
the public is well informed about the movies which are available, there are several basic flaws to his
argument . There remain some questions that need answering before any steps can be taken with
regard to advertising strategies for the Super Screen Movie Production Company.
First among these questions is this; were ticket sales of the entire movie industry down? This is an
essential question because it helps to pinpoint the cause of the writer's problem. If the industry as a
whole is undergoing poor revenues, then perhaps the issue is not Super Screen's advertising company
but rather the country's economy. In times of economic strife, it is only natural that people would be
less willing to spend money on luxuries such as movie tickets. If this is the case, it might better suit the
production company to cut costs rather than refunneling them into a different part of the company.
Second, the advertising director should ask himself this; what medium do the majority of his most
generous movie reviewers utilize? The writer states that movie reviews were generally positive, but
where were these reviews located? On television, newspapers, or the Internet? It is possible that the
medium used by the most positive reviewers of Super Screen's movies is one that is not utilized by
most of the company's target audiences. If Super Screen produces many family films, but most of the
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good reviews are found in late night television shows, then there is a good chance that the reviews
are not going to be seen by the target audience. If this is the case, then the company would be better
off conducting research as to what medium is most likely to reach their audiences.
One last question would be this; what advertising is currently being used by the Super Screen
company? If the company advertises using only one medium, such as in newspapers, perhaps the
solution is not to double the amount of newspaper space but to branch out and try other forms of
advertising. The writer fails to mention exactly how the company currently advertises their movies,
and this absence detracts from his argument.
In conclusion, the advertising director would be better served by first answering these questions and
evaluating the resulting answers before pouring millions of dollars into his solution. It is possible that
an alternative solution exists, perhaps one that will not be as expensive nor as risky.
416 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 5
This response earns a score of 5 because it presents generally perceptive analysis and maintains
facility with language in spite of a few minor errors. The writer clearly identifies aspects of the
argument relevant to the assigned task, looking at how the various points raised might impact the
marketing director’s recommendation. However, the development of each point is not as insightful as
the development seen in the sample 6 (see, for example, the somewhat rudimentary paragraph about
Super Screen’s advertising media). In general, however, the development is perceptive, as in the
exploration of a potential disconnect between the target audience and the media used by the
reviewers, so the response rises above the adequate level. Language control in this response is also at
the 5 level, as seen in the effective use of sentence variety and appropriate word choice. Take, for
example, this sentence, which demonstrates effective control of subordination and complex syntax: “If
Super Screen produces many family films, but most of the good reviews are found in late night
television shows, then there is a good chance that the reviews are not going to be seen by the target
audience.” Because of its perceptive analysis and strong control of language, then, this response earns
a score of 5.
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Score 4 — Adequate
In order to decide whether or not the advertising director's recommendation is reasonable there are a
lot more questions that need to be addressed. First of all it is important to look at the bigger picture.
Fundamentally, has anything changed about Super Screen? Has new leadership come into the
company? If so, how has that changed business practices?
Leadership changes or other changes within the company might have led Super Screen to choose to
make different types of movies this year than it has in the past. It is important to determine whether
or not different movie subjects/topics have influenced audiences.

Many times there are

discrepencies between how a reviewer rates a movie and how an audience rates a movie. It is
important to determine whether or not the audiences are pleased with the products coming out of
Super Screen, not just the movie reviewers.
Another question to ask is whether or not advertising has significantly changed over the past year.
Has there been any less advertising this year than years before? If not, then again, the problem
probably does not lie in advertising alone. If there have been some differences in the way movies
were advertised, it would be important to look at some of those decisions and determine how they
affected movie audiences. Perhaps the right audiences were not targeted for the right movies. If a
childrens movie was released and all the advertising went into adult magazines, this would present an
obvious problem.
In conclusion, it would not be a good idea to only up the advertising budget next year in an attempt to
reach audiences. It is important to look at differences, if any, throughout the whole company and
then determine the best course of action.
290 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 4
This response does identify questions that need to be answered in order to determine if the
recommendation is reasonable, and the development of each point of analysis is adequate. Take, for
example, the discussion of how Super Screen might have started making different types of movies this
year. The writer notes, “It is important to determine whether or not different movie subjects/topics
have influenced audiences. Many times there are discrepencies between how a reviewer rates a movie
and how an audience rates a movie.” This discussion is certainly relevant, and it is developed enough
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to make the point that positive reviews might not lead to more viewers. But the response does not
demonstrate the perceptive analysis or the thorough development required for a higher score. As with
the analysis, language control in this response is adequate. There are some minor errors, but all the
writer’s points are presented with adequate clarity. Because of its adequate analysis and language
control, this response earns a score of 4.
Score 3 — Limited
There are a battery of questions that should be asked when deciding whether or not the advertising
director's recommendation is reasonable. One of the most prevalent being "How many people
actually take into account movie reviews when they are deciding which movie to watch?" For, if no
one reads movie reviews before making these decisions, then the proposed plan from the movie
director may not guarantee anything.

The second question would be this: "who exactly is doing the movie reviews?" For instance, if there is
but one or two reviewers who are doing such work, can we be sure that such a small sample would be
representative of our target market?

The director's argument is not necessarily fallacious. However, there is certain evidence that would
have to be put forward to consider his proposal further. First of all, we need to know how our target
market takes movie reviews into account. And lastly, we need to know who, and how many people,
are conducting the reviews. Only then, can we make a maximally informed decision regarding the
reviews.
178 words

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 3
This response earns a score of 3 because of the limited development of its critique. The points that the
writer makes are certainly relevant, and there is some attempt made to analyze the impact on the
recommendation of the questions the writer raises. However, the response provides little support for
each point. For example, the discussion of “who exactly is doing the movie reviews” is supported only
by the fairly generic notion that the sample size might be too small to be meaningful. This response
uses repetition instead of developing its analysis, as seen in the final paragraph, which simply repeats
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the points made earlier in the response. Language control in this response is adequate, but it earns a
score of 3 for limited development.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
It seems like the Super Screen Movie Production Company has good quality movies. However, it
did not have enough viewers to see the movies. It is probably because not many people are aware of
their movies that being showed. Their problem is how to let people know that their movies are
showing. The Super Screen Movie Production Company need to come up with different strategies to
let people know about their movies and has more advertisements done. If the company does the
following three ideas, I think they are able to reach the number of prospective viewers. One of them
is advertise their movies on television, second is to talk about their new movies on radio, and third is
to post poster of their new movies every where that can catch people attention. This will be able to
bring their number of viewers higher.
Television is a very popular electronic that no one can live without. After a long working hours,
everyone watches television to relax such as the News, movies, soap opera, and so on. If the Super
Screen Movie Production Company has their movie's advertisement during this hour, people will be
able to see and know that there is a good quality movie around the corner. They will come and see
the movie.
Everyone has to go to work. They have to drive in a car where they listen to their radio. This is the
best time for the Super Screen Movie Production Company to talk about their new released movie.
This give people a chance to hear about their new movie and decide whether to go see it or not.
Seeing a poster is worth more than a thousand words. Many students do not like to look at a paper
with a lot of words, but if they see a poster with picture, they will stop and look right away. This is
also helping the Super Screen Movie Production to increase their viewers. Not only students, the
adults are the same. There are some people do not know how to read, so seeing a poster of the new
movie will help them out a lot.
After discussing three different ways for the Super Screen Movie Production Company to advertise
their movie to reach enough number of prospective viewers, I believe that their movies will get many
more viewers to come see their movies. What easy ways to let people know about their movies by
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advertise them on television, talk about the movies on radio, and put posters of their movies up
everyone that people can see.
429 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 2
This response earns a score of 2 because it does not present an examination based on logical analysis.
Instead, it agrees with the marketing director’s argument and provides advice for how Super Screen
could best increase its advertising (“One of them is advertise their movies on television, second is to
talk about their new movies on radio, and third is to post poster of their new movies every where that
can catch people attention.”). There are some minor errors in this response, but it does not
demonstrate the serious problems in language characteristic of a 2 (language control is more at the 3
level). Instead, this response earns a 2 because it presents agreement and advice instead of logical
analysis.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
Acoording to this memo, It seems to be wrong things are not exist about Super Screeb Movie
Production Company. That's it.
There are advantage of both ways - by listening to advice through personal experience. But I prefer to
learn about the thing. Yes sure. in my country monumentally yes or not for his or her. i couldn't
understand about terrable things Why did you sent me a reply I can not imagine that oh no
76 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
This incoherent response earns a score of 1. There is some evidence of an attempt to respond to the
assigned topic (“It seems to be wrong things are not exist about Super Screeb Movie Production
Company.”), but there is little or no evidence of understanding the argument. There is also little or no
evidence of the ability to develop an organized response. In addition, the response contains pervasive
errors that result in incoherence. For all these reasons, then, the response earns a score of 1.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
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The essay response is blank.

Argument Task 3: The following appeared in an article written by Dr. Karp, an anthropologist.
“Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia and concluded from
his observations that children in Tertia were reared by an entire village rather than by their own
biological parents. However, my recent interviews with children living in the group of islands that
includes Tertia show that these children spend much more time talking about their biological parents
than about other adults in the village. This research of mine proves that Dr. Field’s conclusion about
Tertian village culture is invalid and thus that the observation-centered approach to studying cultures
is invalid as well. The interview-centered method that my team of graduate students is currently
using in Tertia will establish a much more accurate understanding of child-rearing traditions there
and in other island cultures.”
Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument
and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
It might seem logical, at first glance, to agree with the argument in Dr. Karp’s article that children in
Tertia actually are raised by their biological parents (and perhaps even, by implication, that an
observation-centered approach to anthropological study is not as valid as an interview-centered one).
However, in order to fully evaluate this argument, we need to have a significant amount of additional
evidence. The argument could end up being much weaker than it seems, or it might actually be quite
valid. In order to make that determination, we need to know more then analyze what we learn.
The first piece of evidence that we would need in order to evaluate Dr. Karp’s claims is information
about whether or not Tertia and the surrounding island group have changed significantly in the past
20 years. Dr. Field conducted his observational study 20 years ago, and it is possible that Tertia has
changed significantly since then. For example, if we had evidence that in teh intervening years
Westerners had settled on the island and they introduced a more typical Western-style family
structure, it would certainly weaken Dr. Karp’s argument. In that case, the original study could have
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been accurate, and Dr. Karp’s study could be correct, as well, though his conclusion that Dr. Field’s
method is ineffective would be seriously weakened.
Another piece of evidence that might help us evaluate this claim involves the exact locations where
Dr. Karp’s interviews took place. According to this article, Dr. Karp and his graduate students
conducted interviews of “children living in the group of islands that includes Tertia.” If we were to
learn that they never interviewed a single Tertian child, it would significantly weaken the conclusion.
It could turn out to be the case, for example, that children on Tertia are raised communally, whereas
children on other islands nearby are raised by their biological parents.
In order to fully evaluate this article, we would also need to learn more about the interview questions
that Dr. Karp’s team used. What exactly did they ask? We don’t know, nor do we know what the
children’s responses actually were. What did they say about their biological parents? The mere fact
that they speak more frequently about their biological parents than they do about other adults does
not meant hat they are raised by their biological parents. It would significantly undermine Dr. Karp’s
argument if it turned out that the children said things like how much they missed their parents or how
their parents had left them in a communal environment. Without knowing WHAT the children said, it
is hard to accept Dr. Karp’s conclusion.
It is slightly more difficult to discuss teh evidence we might need in order to evaluate the more
interesting claims in Dr. Karp’s article, namely his extension of the results of his study to a conclusion
that interviewcentered methods are inherently more valid than observational-centered approaches.
In order to fully evaluate this claim, in fact, we would need to look at many more examples of
interview-based and observation-based anthropological studies and we would also need to look into
different study designs. Perhaps Dr. Field did not conduct an effective observational study, but other
observational approaches could be effective. In order to make such grandiose claims, Dr. Karp really
needs a lot of additional evidence (ideally a metaanalysis of hundreds of anthropological studies).
Clearly, then, we need to have additional evidence in order to get a more complete understanding of
the strengths and weaknesses of Dr. Karp’s article. We need to know about Tertia and the
surrounding islands, whether or not they have changed over the past 20 years. We also need to know
about study design (Dr. Karp’s and Dr. Field’s). And we really need a lot more information if we want
to extend the results of a study about one island culture to all anthropological fieldwork.
www.avayeshahir.com

Page 146

645 words

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 6
This outstanding response clearly addresses the specific task directions and presents a cogent,
insightful analysis by specifically detailing the impact that different pieces of evidence would have on
the argument. The introductory paragraph sets up the organization of the response, and each body
paragraph provides the sort of compelling development typical in responses that receive a score of 6.
For example, after the writer discusses possible evidence that Tertian child-rearing practices have
changed over the past 20 years, he or she clearly explains the impact information about those changes
might have on the argument, saying, “In that case, the original study could have been accurate, and
Dr. Karp’s study could be correct, as well, though his conclusion that Dr. Field’s method is ineffective
would be seriously weakened.” Not only is this argument compelling, but it also demonstrates
sophisticated syntax and facility with language. There is more insightful development in the fifth
paragraph, in which the writer examines Dr. Karp’s claims about interview-based studies. Although
there are a few typos and minor errors here, nothing in the response distracts from the overall fluency
of the writing. Sentences like this one demonstrate the fluent and precise diction and varied syntax
that are evident throughout the response: “It could turn out to be the case, for example, that children
on Tertia are raised communally, whereas children on other islands nearby are raised by their
biological parents.” Because of its compelling and insightful development and fluent and precise
language, this response fits all of the bullet points for a 6.
Score 5 — Strong
There seems to be an abundance of evidence that, if we were to examine it closely, might make us
reconsider Dr. Karp’s argument here. If we look first at the evidence that might weaken this
argument, we can see a lot of the problems with Dr. Karp’s article. It would certainly weaken the
argument if we were to discover that Dr. Karp and his students did not actually conduct any of their
interviews on the island of Tertia itself. Looking closely at the article, we see that Dr. Karp claims the
interviews were conducted with children from the island group that includes Tertia. There is no
evidence that they interviewed Tertian children. It would definitely weaken the argument if we were
to learn that they interviewed children only on islands close to Tertia. Those islands may or may not
have similar childrearing traditions, and geographic proximity does not guarantee societal similarity.
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Another piece of evidence that would weaken the argument could come from transcripts of the
interviews themselves. Dr. Karp’s article makes the claim that the children “spend much more time
talking about their biological parents than about other adults,” but he gives no indication of what
exactly they say about their biological parents. After all, the children may be talking about how they
never see their parents.
One more important piece of evidence that might undermine the argument Dr. Karp is making in this
article. He admits that twenty years have passed since Dr. Field’s study was conducted, but he does
not provide evidence that proves child-rearing techniques have not changed significantly in that time.
Any number of factors could have led to a significant shift in how children are raised. Influences from
other cultures, significant catastrophic events, or a change in government structures could have led to
a change in family dynamics. Any evidence of such changes would clearly undermine Dr. Karp’s
argument.
If we went looking for evidence that could strengthen the argument, we might also find something
interesting. Obviously, some of the evidence above might strengthen the argument if they were NOT
as discussed above (e.g., if there were evidence that the Tertian islands have NOT changed since Dr.
Field’s study or if there were transcripts that showed the children spoke about how much they loved
living with their biological parents). However, if we discovered that there are numerous interviewbased studies that confirm Dr. Karp’s findings, it would go a long way toward bolstering his claim
about Tertian child-rearing AND his claim about interview-centered studies being more effective.
Another piece of evidence that would strengthen Dr. Karp’s argument is undermining Dr. Field’s
original study. Maybe Dr. Field was sloppy, for example.
Dr. Karp’s article, then, ends up looking like something of an empty shell. Depending on the evidence
we find to fill it out, we may discover that it is quite convincing, or we could determine that he is full
of hot air.
487 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 5
This strong response presents a generally thoughtful and well-developed analysis of the argument,
and it follows the specific task directions quite clearly. This writer approaches the task by first
discussing the evidence that might weaken Dr. Karp’s argument and then, in somewhat less depth,
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considering the evidence that could strengthen it. In both cases the writer analyzes the ways in which
the evidence would bear on the argument. For example, the writer notes, “Influences from other
cultures, significant catastrophic events, or a change in government structures could have led to a
change in family dynamics. Any evidence of such changes would clearly undermine Dr. Karp’s
argument.” Although the development presented here is strong, the response does not present the
compelling development required for a 6. For instance, in the first paragraph there is some repetition,
and in the third paragraph the reader must fill in the implications of potential “changes” in Tertia,
which are not fully fleshed out. How could a catastrophic event or a change in governmental structure
have led to changes in child rearing traditions? The development, then, is strong but not outstanding.
Also, the response demonstrates some facility with language, though it does not convey meaning
skillfully enough to merit a score of 6. In general, the response demonstrates strong writing skills, in
spite of some minor errors like the sentence fragment that begins paragraph three. Sentences like this
one demonstrate the quality of the writing seen throughout the response: “Those islands may or may
not have similar child-rearing traditions, and geographic proximity does not guarantee societal
similarity.” In terms of writing skill and analysis, then, this response earns a score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
Dr. Karp’s arguments that his research proves that obervation-centered research is invalid and that his
interview-centered method “will establish a much more accurate understanding of child-rearing
traditions there and in other island cultures” need more support. While the findings from Dr. Karp’s
interviews do challenge Dr. Field’s results, one then cannot make the assumption that Dr. Field’s
research is invalid. This essay will attempt to explain three ways in which Dr. Karp can strengthen his
argument.
First, Dr. Karp should provide more information about the content of the interviews.
Misinterpretation from observation can be as likely as misinterpretation in interivews. It is possible
that while children may spend more time talking about their own biological parents, other people
from the village are still assisting in most of the rearing of the child. Perhaps asking the children how
much time they spend with their parents, who disciplines them, and other specific questions about
rearing would provide a more complete answer about who exactly is raising the children.
Second, Dr. Karp could provide some information about societal changes in the past twenty years. If
there have been significant changes on the island of Tertia, it is possible that both anthropologists are
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correct. Twenty years ago, the entire village raised children, and now, biological parents raise their
own children. Recents events could explain the change - such as introduction of Western mass media
or changes in government (monarchy to democracy). Perhaps even interviewing adults to get a better
understanding on child rearing. Not to mention, interpretting information from children and using
that information to generalize about an entire island is not the most effective means.
Thirdly, Dr. Karp needs more proof that the observation-centered approach to studying cultures in
invalid. A potential mistake in one article can hardly invalidate an entire method of research. Other 60- anthropologists who employ the interview-centered method need to dispute the work of
anthropoligsts who use the observation-centered approach. Only when a significant amount of
research can be disproved can an entire method of research be invalidated.
To conclude, Dr. Karp needs to do more research and provide more evidence before his large claims
can be fully supported. In fact, it will take more than Dr. Karp alone to prove observation-centered
method of research is invalid and further, that the interviewcentered method is better. In terms of his
own research, Dr. Karp needs to conduct more interviews on the Tertia islands and scientifically prove
Dr. Field’s research wrong.
410 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 4
This adequate response manages to identify some important features of the argument, presenting a
competent examination and generally following the task directions. The response does not merit a
score of 5 or 6, however, because it does not present compelling or insightful development. The
response identifies basic points about the content of the interviews, possible changes in Tertia, and
observation-centered studies, but these points are developed only adequately. Development in
paragraph four (“Thirdly...”) is generic and thin, and the final paragraph just recapitulates the
assertions made earlier. The response does follow the specific task instructions, but it does not develop
its discussion of specific evidence fully. For example, there is a claim that “specific questions about
rearing would provide a more complete answer about who exactly is raising the children,” but the
response does not explain what sorts of questions would give which answers or how those answers
would strengthen or weaken the argument. Also, language control in this response is merely
adequate, not strong. There are some typos and other errors (e.g., a sentence fragment in paragraph
3: “Perhaps even interviewing adults to get a better understanding on child rearing”), but the response
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generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English, and main points are
made with reasonable clarity. Because of its adequate control of language and competent analysis,
this response earns a score of 4.
Score 3 — Limited
It will be very inappropriate to condemn Dr. Field’s observations and findings. A critical look and
analyses of the argument shows that details of Dr. Field’s work was not given out. In fact, it is sad on
the side of the writer to think that Dr.Fields work is invalid.
First, the fact that the children of Tertia spend much time talking about their biological parents than
about other adults in the village can be interpreted in a different way. The writer did not give any clue
on what exactly the children were saying about their biological parents. It could be that they were
talking about their parents irresponsibility of rearing them by themselves than leaving them in the
hands of the whole community to bring them up. In fact, the argument could have been strengthened
if the writer gave what exactly the children were talking about.
On the other hand, the writer failed on his or her part as a researcher to look at the time frame from
the time Dr. Field did his analyses to the the time writer also conducted His or Her research. This
would have given him the insight as what new developments has taken place within the twenty years
gap that Dr. Field did His analyses. The writer’s argument would have given a lot of meaning if the
writer had research into the cultural developments that has taken place since the time Dr. fields last
visited and didcompleted His work at Tertia.
Also, as a reader, the tone this writing is not very convincing. It almost seems like Dr. Karp is making
Dr. Fields look bad, instead of supporting his own research with information. He really only says one
sentence about his own research, the rest of it is about how Fields work is not as good and saying
things about Fields work. He needs to have more details about his own work to really sell the reader
on it. He needs to write more about what the interview-centered method is, since he does not even
say what it is. This will be more convincing if it is less of an attack on Dr. Field and more about the
researches.
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On the whole the writer's work is incomplete and His or Her criticisms are unfounded. The writer
needs to change the qualitative way of His or Her research into a more quatitative approach. If done
in this way the impact of His or Her findings will be very strong and convincing.
416 words

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 3
Although this response analyzes some important features of the argument, it is limited in development
and often lacks acceptable clarity in expressing its ideas. In particular, this response contains
occasional major errors and frequent minor errors that can interfere with meaning. Misused words,
subject/verb agreement problems, and other lapses occur throughout the response. In addition to the
problems with language control, the response demonstrates limited relevant development. It is true
that the response makes an attempt to follow the specific task instructions, identifying the fact that
the argument might be strengthened by evidence that the children were talking in a positive manner
about their parents. However, the response does not explain exactly how this evidence would
strengthen the argument. Similarly, there is discussion of the elapsed time between the two studies,
but the response does not clarify how information about the “cultural developments” over the past 20
years would strengthen the argument Dr. Karp is making. Additionally, some of the points the
response is making are not actually relevant to an analysis of the logic of the argument. The discussion
of Dr. Karp’s tone in the fourth paragraph, for example, is a rhetorical critique, not a logical one. There
is an attempt to talk about evidence (“He needs to have more details…”), but the focus in this
paragraph is on “selling” the reader, not creating a persuasive argument. Because of its limited
development and language control, this response earns a score of 3.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
The argument is on the article written by Dr. Karp , an anthropologist and his study and the new plan
to study the same in the tertia region.Dr.Karp has written an article on Children in Tertia and about
the culture.
The arguement is that they have not mention the type of intreview and the type of questions of the
interviwes.They haven't indicate the education level in the children and the background of the
children. What are all the things the team is going to observe and study on the child rearing tradition
is not clearly mention.
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The team is going to study and correlate the tradition with the other island culture but there is a
possibility of different environment of other island or differnt biological parents. The resource
availability on one island is different than the other is also a possibility . In that situation it is not
possible to correlate the culture between to iceland.
There is a possibility , Dr. Field’s interview time , lacking of infrastructure in the tartia. There was no
developement of schools and other refreshment activity or the parents may not spent enough time
with the children due to various reasons and that effect to the children , so they might have spend
more time talking about their biological parent.
To support the argument more information about the nature, cultural background and also the type
of infrastructure presence in the area is require, the kind of study carring out in the study area is
require. Which would help to give more support the argument.
260 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 2
This response demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. There seem to be some attempts
at logical analysis, though none that specifically and clearly examine the evidence that might weaken
or strengthen the argument. Additionally, there is little or no relevant or reasonable support for the
writer’s points. In large part, the lack of logical development seems to be due to the serious and
frequent problems with language control seen throughout the response. There are basic errors in just
about every sentence of the response, and these errors frequently interfere with meaning. This
sentence exemplifies the problems seen throughout the response: “There was no developement of
schools and other refreshment activity or the parents may not spent enough time with the children
due to various reasons and that effect to the children , so they might have spend more time talking
about their biological parent.” The writer is attempting to discuss some points that are relevant to an
analysis of this argument, but meaning is obscured by all of the errors present. However, some
meaning can be discerned, and these errors are not severe enough to drop the score to a 1.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
Twenty years ago Dr field an anthropologist found result after reserch that in small village of tertia
children reared by entire village but according to dr karp he talked most of the children that they talk
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about there boilogical parents. so it conclude that the reserch of dr field is unvalid now and what type
of methods dr field used may be not cover all aspects of there culture and also other cultures of other
islands. reared the children by entire village is not logical but in some cultures there are some
surprizing customs . so may be dr field did not anlysed the culture of that island on various
parameters , which we are using now a days.intrveiw with children and observing their behaviour is
important because some time the person talk one thing and behave in different way look like either
he not telling correct or he is showing his altitude in misguiding way. i think the behaviour of the
children shows proper report of reserch and you can observe their altitude to the other adult peoples
of the village and to their own biological parents.The expert reserch scholer can easily feel their
emotions and behavour during some time stay with their culture. dr field maybe more research time,
maybe, for longer.
214 words
Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1
This fundamentally deficient response mainly consists of a summary of the prompt, and although there
is some evidence of understanding, the response provides little evidence of the ability to develop and
organize an analysis of the argument. Also, severe problems in language persistently interfere with
meaning. In fact, the material that does not come directly from the prompt is more or less
incomprehensible.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Argument Task 4: The following appeared in a memorandum from the owner of Movies Galore, a
chain of video rental stores.
“In order to reverse the recent decline in our profits, we must reduce operating expenses at Movies
Galore’s ten video rental stores. Since we are famous for our special bargains, raising our rental
prices is not a viable way to improve profits. Last month our store in downtown Marston significantly
decreased its operating expenses by closing at 6:00 P.M. rather than 9:00 P.M. and by reducing its
stock by eliminating all movies released more than five years ago. Therefore, in order to increase
profits without jeopardizing our reputation for offering great movies at low prices, we recommend
implementing similar changes in our other nine Movies Galore stores.”
Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be addressed in order to decide
whether implementing the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result and explain how
the answers to those questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
One question which needs to be addressed before implementing the recommendation is whether
there are not other ways to improve profits besides cutting operating expenses. Without proof, the
author decides, first, that there are only two viable options for increasing the profits of Movies
Galore: raising rental prices, and cutting costs. He rules out the first course, and hence claims the
second option must be chosen. But it seems there may be alternative methods of increasing profits,
such as initiating advertising campaigns or closing unprofitable Movies Galore locations.
Even if it is granted that there are only two options for increasing profitability—cutting costs, and
raising rental prices—one might wonder why raising rental prices is so unthinkable. The author
implies that because Movies Galore is famous for special bargains, raising the rental prices would
eliminate this competitive advantage and decrease profitability. However, in making this conclusion,
he makes several assumptions without considering questions that need to be addressed. First, he
assumes that there is no room to raise current prices and yet maintain lower prices than competitors.
One would need to ask if prices could be increased slightly, while keeping them cheap. Even if there is
no room for such a strategy, the author assumes that Movies Galore’s reputation for bargain pricing
would evaporate if they increased their prices slightly. Perhaps such a reputation would be
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widespread enough to persist despite a slight increase in prices. And thirdly, even if the reputation for
bargains would be eliminated by an increase in prices, the author assumes that Movies Galore cannot
change course and be successful in some other way. Perhaps it could instead become known as the
store with the friendliest employees. Perhaps it already is, and the author is wrong to believe that a
causal relationship between bargain prices and success exists, when the real cause of Movies Galore’s
good reputation is entirely independent of its prices. The author needs to answer these questions to
convince us that profits are caused by bargains, and not by the other factors that may be involved.
Another question that needs to be raised is whether or not the downtown Marston store is truly
analogous to the other nine Movies Galore stores. The author seems to assume that because the costcutting measures worked at the Marston location, it will work at the others, but this is far from clear.
Perhaps the patrons of the other Movies Galore locations would resent such changes in the hours and
stock of their local stores.
Perhaps the most important question that needs to be asked is whether the Marston location’s
changes truly increased profitability. The author writes that the Marston store decreased operating
expenses by closing earlier and cutting its stock, but he makes no mention of increased profitability. It
is quite possible that the Marston location’s profits decreased as a result of their cost cutting, and this
is a question that needs to be addressed. The author then jumps to the conclusion that taking similar
measures would increase profitability at other locations, though such a connection has not even been
established at the Marston store.
Even if the cost-cutting measures increased profitability at the Marston store last month (and a causal
relationship, though presumably assumed, is still far from evident), there is no guarantee that such
measures would continue to increase profitability over time. One would need to ask: Why not observe
how the Marston location’s action affect profitability over several months, before implementing such
sweeping changes at every store? A single month is a very short time span, and the habits of
customers may change slowly. As word gets around that the Marston store has cut their hours and
their selection, they may in fact jeopardize their reputation for offering “great movies at low prices.”
After all, the name of the franchise is Movies Galore, and by drastically reducing the available
selection, they may alienate their customer base. If, as mentioned above, Movies Galore is famous for
more than its great bargains—if customers prefer Movies Galore because of its selections, as well—
then such a move may drastically reduce profits over time. It seems extremely rash to implement such
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a new and relatively untried strategy at every Movies Galore location, before the effects can be fully
observed and interpreted.
715 words
Reader Commentary
This outstanding response clearly addresses the specific task directions and presents a cogent,
insightful analysis by discussing specific questions that need to be addressed in order to analyze the
argument presented. It is worth noting that although the directions ask for questions, it is not
necessary that these be phrased in question form. The response articulately discusses the information
needed to evaluate whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result and
demonstrates how this information would help to evaluate the recommendation. There are many
examples of ways in which the writer addresses questions without putting them in question form (e.g.,
“he assumes that there is no room to raise current prices and yet maintain lower prices than
competitors. One would need to ask . . . ” or “it seems there may be alternative methods of increasing
profits”). Throughout this response, the writer provides the cogent development typical of a 6
response. For example, the discussion of Movies Galore’s reputation gets at a number of flaws in the
argument’s reasoning, making nuanced points (e.g., “Perhaps it could instead become known as the
store with the friendliest employees. Perhaps it already is . . . ”) that create a compelling case for the
writer’s objections. Transitions are natural, and the paragraphs build on one another, succinctly and
completely developing the writer’s points. Because of its compelling and insightful development and
fluent and precise language, this response fits all of the bullet points for a score of 6.
Score 5 — Strong
Management’s prediction that declining profits could be reversed by reducing operating hours and
reducing stock seems to be rash since there is little evidence that proper research has been
conducted. It may be true that profits could be restored by cutting operating costs, but management
needs to ask whether making these changes would have a negative impact on its best sources of
revenue.
The management states that the downtown Marston store “significantly decreased its operating
expenses by closing at 6:00pm rather than 9:00pm.” It is reasonable to think that closing at 6:00pm
rather than 9:00pm would decrease operating expenses, but the business is concerned with renting
movies and these may be the busiest and most profitable hours of operation. Could it be that most
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people renting movies have normal working hours and have leisure time at night and to fill that time
they turn to renting movies? If management researches its daily rental history, it may discover that its
peak rental hours are between 6:00pm and 9:00pm. If this is the case, the store could lose significant
income or even go out of business altogether. If management wants to reverse a decline in profits by
cutting hours of operation and thereby reducing expenses, it would be adventageous to determine
through research which block of time during the day is the least profitable and then cut those hours
of operation. For instance, if it is found that profits are lowest during the morning hours or around
noon, it would be better to close the store during those hours rather than during the hours that bring
in the greatest profits.
The management then states that operating expenses will also be cut “by eliminating all movies
released ore than five years ago.” Again, more research is needed in order to determine if this would
indeed help reverse the decline in profits that Movies Galore is experiencing. Is it possible that the
success of a movie rental business is based on its ability to provide customers with a wide array of
movie selections, both new and old? It could be dangerous for this business to eliminate its stock of
older movies without first determining the percentages of income that come from each product.
Management should research its history of movie rentals in order to determine if a significant
percentage of its profits come from the rental of older movies. Even if little profit does come from
older movies, it may still be unwise to eliminate the stock of older movies. If Movies Galore maintains
a variety of movies, a person searching for a current movie may decide to rent an older movie as well.
This may be especially relevent in the case of a new movie that is a sequal to an older movie or part of
a trilogy. Reducing movie variety may also damage the reputation of the stores. The management
states that Movie Galore already has a “reputation for offering great movies.” If movie variety is
suddenly reduced, the stores may gain a negative reputation.
Overall, the management makes a prediction that is untrustworthy and potentially damaging. More
research should be conducted to see if indeed such changes to cut operation costs will be effective,
and if not, what should be done instead. If the proper investigation is implemented by the
management, Movies Galore stores may reverse the recent decline of profits.
560 words
Reader Commentary
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This strong response presents a generally thoughtful and well-developed analysis of the argument,
and it follows the specific task directions clearly. The response approaches the task by asking questions
that seek to understand whether the management of Movies Galore truly understands where its
greatest profits are generated. It first questions whether closing the stores between 6:00 and 9:00 pm
would be optimal since that is when people with “normal working hours” might have the leisure to
rent movies, and, then, it questions whether eliminating movies released more than five years ago
would be prudent since it is possible that profits rely on carrying “a wide array of movie selections,
both new and old.” In both cases, the writer indicates the specific kinds of information that
management would need to gather (e.g., “If management researches its daily rental history, it may
discover that its peak rental hours are between 6:00pm and 9:00pm”) in order to determine whether
its prediction is valid. Likewise, in both cases, the writer also analyzes the ways that this specific
information would impact the predicted result (e.g., “If this is the case, the store could lose significant
income or even go out of business altogether”). In general, then, development of the points the writer
makes is thorough, but it is not as compelling as that required for a 6. Also, the response, on the
whole, demonstrates facility with written English; however, it lacks the fluency necessary to merit a
score of 6. In general, writing skills, in spite of a few spelling errors and some repetitious sentence
structuring (several sentences in both the second and third paragraphs depend upon an “if . . . then”
construction) are strong, as evidenced by the following characteristic sentence: “It is reasonable to
think that closing at 6:00pm rather than 9:00pm would decrease operating expenses, but the business
is concerned with renting movies and these may be the busiest and most profitable hours of
operation.” In terms of writing skill and analysis, then, this response earns a score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
The owner of Movies Galore is proposing a reduction in operating expenses in all of its chain stores.
This reduction would consist of closing the stores 3 hours early and reducing its stock to include
movies released only within the last 5 years. To determine if this proposition would be effective in
increasing profits across the chain, several pieces of additional information would be needed.
First, it is necessary to ask if the Marston store is similar to the other Movies Galore stores. If this is
not the case, the proposition might have quite the opposite of the intended effect. The performance
of the other stores would be a critical piece to this proposition since what works for one store, may
not work for another.
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Second, what effect did the reduction in operating expenses had on store profits in Marston? Because
the declines in profit are termed to be “recent” and that the reduction of operating expenses
happened within the last month, this is unclear. It is possible that only a brief period of low profits,
consistent with variablity in the market, spurred the reduction and this actually caused a greater
decrease in profits. It is also possible that no improvements have been seen in profits since the
reduction, rendering it ineffective. Data regarding profits from several months before and several
months after the reduction in operating expenses would be necessary to determine if this reduction
was at all helpful.
Finally, to what degree did each of the two changes made, closing early and getting rid of older
movies, affect profits? To determine if such a change would be helpful, it is important to understand
how each variable contributed to the end result, assuming that it was effective. Perhaps closing early
resulted in such a decline in the operating costs as employees did not have to be paid, that the
reduction in their stock was unnecessary. It could be the the stock reduction actually decreased
profits but this was masked by the increased profits caused by closing early. A more in depth analysis
of the variables involved is necessary.
To accept such an extreme change in the practices of these stores, the preceeding recommendations
should be followed. Specifically, the necessity of the reduction in other stores shoudl be determined,
data regarding the effectiveness of the reduction in operating expenses in the Marston store should
be analyzed, and an analysis of the components of this reduction should be completed.
408 words
Reader Commentary
This adequate response presents a competent examination of the argument and conveys meaning
with acceptable clarity. In accordance with the task directions, the response raises appropriate
questions that could help to evaluate the recommendation and its predicted result. Unlike the
thoughtful development of a 5-level response, however, this response develops its ideas (i.e., answers
to the questions it raises) unevenly, sometimes underdeveloping key claims. For example, the relatively
brief second paragraph supports the assertion that the downtown Marston store may not be
comparable to the chain’s other stores, but it does so with minimal reasoning. Other body paragraphs
more satisfactorily develop questions about the timing of the recommendation and the profits that
have actually been generated, while the conclusion merely recapitulates the assertions made earlier. A
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basic organizational structure, aided by the use of simple transitions between paragraphs and
sufficient sentence variety within paragraphs, are other qualities of this response that underscore its
adequacy. The language control is also adequate, demonstrating control, but not facility, with the
conventions of standard written English. There are some minor grammatical errors and typos (e.g.,
there is a tense error in paragraph 3: “what effect did the reduction in operating expenses had on
store profits in Marston?”; there is also vague diction in the same paragraph: “Because the declines in
profit are termed to be ‘recent’ and that the reduction of operating expenses happened within the last
month, this is unclear”), but the response manages to convey ideas with acceptable clarity overall.
Because of its adequate analytical development and language control, this response earns a score of
4.
Score 3 — Limited
It is imperative that “Movies Galore” must find a way to reduce operating expenses without
jepardizing its popularity with the customer. The option of reducing operating hours and reducing its
stock of avalible movies is a good start, however these two ideas need some revising in order for
them to be successful in turning the company’s profits around.
The reduction of hours needs to be reversed. Instead of closing earlier they should open later. People
go to the video store to rent movies more frequently in the evening hours than in the morning. In the
morning is when most customers return movies. The adjustment in hours can be structured so that
the store opens later in the morning, and costomers can simply return the movies in a drop box,
allowing the store to remain open later in the evening for people who want to rent movies.
Reducing the stock by “eliminating all movies released more than five years ago” is a good way to
reduce costs, but again it may hurt buisness. Unlike food moves don’t go bad after a certain amount
of time. In some cases it is quite the opposite, they become classics. It would be bad business to
assume that people will not want to rent movies over five years old, and “Movies Galore” might
actually lose customers if they do so. Instead of eliminating an entire group of movies of a certain age,
spread the reduction of stock throughout the entire store, making it a more subtle reduction to the
consumer, but an effective cost-saver to the store.
The basic ideas of cutting stock and reducing operating hours do indicate saving money, however only
if it is done correctly with both the business and the consumer in mind. It is obvious that “Movies
Galore” has the consumer in mind because of its refusal to jeopardize their reputation “for offering
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great movies at a low price.” So they need to consider exactly how their proposals are going to impact
the consumer and whether or not they will actually lose business by putting these policies in place.
If teh management at “Movies Galore” uses good business sense then there is no reason that their
declining profits cannot be turned around, with little to no affect on the consumer. 380 words
Reader Commentary
While this response conveys ideas with acceptable clarity, despite an occasional error, it earns a score
in the lower half because it mainly discusses tangential matters. The introductory paragraph, for
example, suggests that instead of presenting an examination of the prompt’s logic, the response will
offer business advice to turn “the company’s profits around.” And that is what paragraphs 2 and 4 do:
they avoid relevant analysis and instead engage in analyzing tangential matters and generally
agreeing with the prompt. Paragraph 2, for example, implicitly agrees with the reduction in hours but
suggests that a better business tactic would be to switch the early closing for a later closing and later
opening. Paragraph 4 agrees with the overall recommendation and concludes that Movies Galore is
generally going in the right business direction. What relevant analysis is present occurs in paragraph 3,
which questions the wisdom of reducing the stock of older movies since this might hurt rather than
help profitability. So, although the response exhibits competent control of the conventions of standard
written English, it does not manage to exhibit adequate development of relevant analysis. The fact
that its relevant analysis is greatly outweighed by tangential material and business advice indicates
that the response is limited in addressing the specific task directions. Thus, it merits a score of 3.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
In order to reverse the decrease or decline in the profits it is very necessary to take some steps which
are benefical to both the customer and the seller. Thus to increase the profits, offering movies at low
prices can be one of the ways. This will not only increase the purchasing ability of the customers but
also bring about an increase in the sales and the profits made by the company. Raising the rental
prices of the videos would not be a better option because this will not lead to an increase in the
profits made by the company. If the customers will get videos in lower price in comparsion to the
rent, they will prefer to purchase more videos then taking them on the rent.
The increase in the profits can also be brought about by giving various exciting offers at different
occassions, for example- buy three and get one free video at the time of Christmas , New Year etc can
attract more and more customers towards the stores and also bring about an increase in the profits
earned by the stores.
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Increase in the video sales can also be brought about by offering several discount schemes when the
hit and great movies are being released.Thus, in order to increase the profits without jeopardizing the
reputation of the stores , it is recommended to implement the similar changes as mentioned above in
all the other nine Movies Galore stores. 242 words
Reader Commentary
This response clearly fits the second bulleted description of a 2 in the scoring guide. It does not follow
the directions of the assigned task. Instead of discussing questions that need to be addressed in order
to determine if the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result, the writer merely posits
potential strategies to increase profits. The response also develops ideas poorly and contains serious
errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics, such as in this sentence: “If the customers will get videos in
lower price in comparsion to the rent, they will prefer to purchase more videos then taking them on
the rent.” However, it is the response’s overall disregard of the specific task directions that earns it a
score of 2.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
Yes reducing the price of the movies would attract more coustmers.No one will be ready to purchase
a movie for a high price rather than that they could see the movie in a theater.Watching a movie in
the theater would be lesser than renting the movie. It is stated that making special bargains and
increasing the rental prices will not result in yeilding any profits.
They had to shut down their store at 6:00pm instead of 9:00pm
77 words
Reader Commentary
This response is fundamentally deficient. Although the response arguably offers some evidence that
the writer understands the basic subject matter, it provides little evidence of understanding the
argument made in the prompt. The “Yes” that begins the first sentence makes it seem as if the writer
is responding to a claim made in the prompt, but the fact that the remainder of the sentence makes a
claim that never appears in the prompt (i.e., “reducing the price of the movies would attract more
coustmers”) suggests, at best, a very limited understanding of the argument. Although the brief
opening paragraph is somewhat relevant to the argument’s assertion that “raising our rental prices is
not a viable way to improve profits,” it is not sufficient to demonstrate either that the writer
understands the argument or that the writer is able to develop an organized response. The second
paragraph consists almost entirely of verbatim or poorly paraphrased material from the prompt and,
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as such, provides no additional evidence either that the writer understands the argument or that the
writer has the ability to develop an organized response. Thus, despite its relatively clear use of
language, this response demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing that warrant a
score of 1.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Argument Task 5: The following appeared in a health magazine published in Corpora.
“Medical experts say that only one-quarter of Corpora’s citizens meet the current standards for
adequate physical fitness, even though twenty years ago, one-half of all of Corpora’s citizens met the
standards as then defined. But these experts are mistaken when they suggest that spending too
much time using computers has caused decline in fitness. Since overall fitness levels are highest in
regions of Corpora where levels of computer ownership are also highest, it is clear that using
computers has not made citizens less physically fit. Instead, as shown by this year’s unusually low
expenditures on fitness-related products and services, the recent decline in the economy is most likely
the cause, and fitness levels will improve when the economy does.”
Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be
sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for
the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
The magazine article concerns itself with a common worry in this day and age: health. It makes an
intriguing connection, that of fitness and economic status, but engages it too many clear logical
fallacies and fails to present enough factual evidence to be a truly compelling argument.
The article itself is discussing the fitness level of Corpora’s citizens, saying that half as many citizens
meet the health standards today as did twenty years ago; standing alone, it is persuasive evidence
that helps the article’s argument. It is the article’s own words that undercuts its efficacy. By clarifying
that there are “current standards” and “standards as then defined,” the writer questions his or her
own connection without acknowledging the possible repercussions of that change, thereby assuming
that the standards are similar enough for the difference to remain relevant. If that assumption is
incorrect, that is, if the standards twenty years ago are drastically different than those today, it is
possible that there has been no change in the citizens’ fitness at all. It could just be that fitness
standards have become more exacting and the citizens are failing to measure up the way they did
before, under the more accepting fitness standards. If this were true, the article’s entire purpose
would be undermined. There would be no change in fitness levels at all, and therefore no cause for
concern. This is a major flaw in the argument and should be at least acknowledged by the author,
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perhaps improved upon by defining the fitness standards, in order to improve the argument as a
whole.
The author of this article also makes a tragic assumption by supposing a correlation between high
rates of computer ownership and computer usage. The author argues that areas with high computer
ownership are also highly fit, and therefore computer usage cannot result in lower fitness. That
statement relies on the assumption that a home has multiple computers because the people in that
home are using the computer. It is entirely possible that those homes are the wealthiest homes and
own multiple computers, but no one in the home uses the computer. Similarly, someone in a poor
neighborhood could not own a computer at all but still use a computer for a great portion of their day
at a job and/or library. High ownership rates do not necessarily correlate to usage, and therefore the
author cannot logically argue that the relationship between ownership and fitness automatically
precludes a correlation between usage and fitness.
The above assumption has even deeper implications. As discussed, the homes with high ownership
rates could very well, and even most likely, be the wealthiest homes in Corpora; therefore, the homes
with the lowest rates could be the most povertystricken. Consequently, the high fitness levels in the
high ownership areas may have nothing to do with their computer usage, for which we have no data,
or their computer ownership, which we have no proof they own, but everything to do with their
wealth and subsequent access to private trainers and gyms. If this were true, it could help strengthen
the conclusion of the article’s original argument by taking it on a slightly different, albeit still
economy-concerned, course. It would nonetheless render the entire article’s actual argument false
and therefore pointless.
As evidenced, the article engages in three major assumptions, both stated and understated, which do
a great deal of work in the author’s argument as a whole. That is, if the assumptions prove true. The
reasoning relies on data that isn’t provided and correlations that may not necessarily exist. For that
reason, the article fails to successfully defend its conclusion. If just one of these assumptions were to
prove wrong, the entire point of the article would be thrown into question, and it is entirely possible
that all three assumptions could be wrong. The author would have to get a great deal more data and
add lengthy explanations of the standards upon which the article relies before the article could have
any hope of standing successfully on its own.
673 words
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Reader Commentary
This outstanding response clearly addresses the specific task directions and presents a cogent,
insightful analysis by specifically detailing the erroneous assumptions of the argument and what the
implications of those assumptions are on the argument. For example, the writer points out that the
argument’s author accepts the different health standards “without acknowledging the possible
repercussions of that change [over time], thereby assuming that the standards are similar enough for
the difference to remain relevant. If that assumption is incorrect, that is, if the standards twenty years
ago are drastically different than those today, it is possible that there has been no change in the
citizens’ fitness at all. . . . If this were true, the article’s entire purpose would be undermined.”
Similarly, the writer examines the argument’s other points and concludes “If just one of these
assumptions were to prove wrong, the entire point of the article would be thrown into question, and it
is entirely possible that all three assumptions could be wrong.” Throughout the response, the writer
exhibits superior facility and fluency, as this example attests: “High ownership rates do not necessarily
correlate to usage, and therefore the author cannot logically argue that the relationship between
ownership and fitness automatically precludes a correlation between usage and fitness.” The response
does contain a few typos and minor errors, but these do not detract from its overall fluency, precise
diction, and varied syntax. Because of its compelling and insightful development and fluent and precise
language, this response fits all of the bullet points for a score of 6.
Score 5 — Strong
The study in which fitness levels of Corpora’s citzens were examined states that the decline in physical
fitness can be attributed to the economic downturn. It states that since spending on fitness-related
products and services has declined, the most likely reason is the decline in the economy and that
spending too much time using computers is not a factor in poor physical fitness. The conclusion drawn
in this study needs to be reexamined due to flaws in its assumptions.
First, the study compares current rates of physical fitness with those that were measured twenty
years ago. The study explicitly states that the “only one-quarter of Corpora’s citizens meet the current
standards for adequate physical fitness, even though twenty years ago, one-half of all of Corpora’s
citizens met the standards as then defined.” Current standards for adequate physical fitness may have
changed dramatically from the standards that were in place twenty years ago. The study does not
state whether or not these standards are comparable. In addition, there is no information about how
the previous study was conducted. The study conducted twenty years ago may not have been as
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rigorous as the current study. Results from the study twenty years ago may not be generalized to the
whole population if its sample size was too small or if its methodology was flawed. Therefore, the
article needs to include more criteria from the current study and from the previous study in order for
readers to understand whether or not the findings from each can be compared.
Second, the high physical fitness levels in regions of Corpora where computer ownership is the
highest may be due to other factors. Citizens in this region of Corpora may lead different lifestyles
than citizens in other regions of Corpora. A healthy and balanced diet may be important components
of everyday life in the region with high computer ownership. Also, income levels is an important
factor in physical fitness. Residents of the region of Corpora with high computer ownership may have
higher annual incomes than residents of other regions and may be able to afford healthier foods and
health services, such as personal trainers. High physical fitness in this area can also be due to the
geography and layout of the region. Perhaps there are more available parks where people can
exercise. Authors of this study need to account for other factors that may explain why computer
ownership is high in areas of higher physical activity.
Third, the study states that low expenditures on fitness products and services can be attributed to the
decline in the economy and once the economy is no longer in a decline, expenditures will increase.
This implies that expenditures on fitness-related products will increase once the economy improves
but this may not necessarily happen. Even if the economy does improve, people may find other
outlets in which to spend their money. In addition, this study assumes that in order for physical fitness
to be high, people need to spend money on fitness-related products and services. People can attain
physical fitness without spending money on products and services. For example, running outdoors is a
physical activity that does not require people to spend money. Thus, if fitness levels do not improve
once the economy improves, then the conclusion of the study would be regarded as false.
The article in a health magazine published in Corpora summarizes findings from a study and offers
explanations for its findings. The conclusion drawn in the study cannot be regarded as fact until the
stated assumptions are addressed.
590 words
Reader Commentary
In addressing the specific task directions, this strong response presents a generally thoughtful and
well-developed analysis of the argument. It identifies key flaws in the argument and examines them in
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a generally perceptive way. Note, for example, the range of flaws analyzed in each body paragraph.
First, the assumptions are identified, then analyzed; the analysis is next followed by a conclusion such
as the need for accounting “for other factors that may explain” assumptions about the effects of
computer ownership on health and fitness, or why “if fitness levels do not improve once the economy
improves, then the conclusion of the study would be regarded as false.” However, while this analysis is
certainly strong, it never rises to the cogent level of a 6 as can be seen in this example: “Current
standards for adequate physical fitness may have changed dramatically from the standards that were
in place twenty years ago. The study does not state whether or not these standards are comparable. In
addition, there is no information about how the previous study was conducted.” This is neither
compelling nor skillfully presented. Ideas are clearly and logically organized and clear transitions are
employed both in introducing paragraphs and in connecting ideas within paragraphs. In addition, the
response conveys ideas clearly and well using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety: “Results
from the study twenty years ago may not be generalized to the whole population if its sample size was
too small or if its methodology was flawed. Therefore, the article needs to include more criteria from
the current study and from the previous study in order for readers to understand whether or not the
findings from each can be compared.” In terms of writing skill and analysis, then, this response earns a
score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
The article suggests that the lagging economy of the region is to blame moreso than increased
computer use for the decline of physical fitness for the population of Corpora. The article references
that the levels of physical fitness is significantly less than it was twenty years ago, and computer use
has drastically increased in that timespan. Yet it discounts computer use as a prime cause for the
problem in stating that in areas of high computer use, physical fitness rates are also highest in the
region. Then the article goes on to make a broad and unfounded claim that due to recent declines in
physical fitness products, the poor economy of the region is most likely to blame. While it is true a
lagging economy will tighten personal spending, there are many ways to stay fit. One would expect to
see a reduction in physical fitness amounts during times of economic turmoil, but the drastic numbers
mentioned in the article seem to indicate other factors are also responsible.
The problem here is that the article fails to take into account these other factors. It doesn’t even
address them. For instance, what other health issues have arisen in recent years? What about other
forms of time consuming entertainment? Did television watching also rise considerably in recent
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years? What trends can be traced to a reduced emphasis on pysical fitness for the population? There
are many factors that can affect how much people exercise. Although the economy might very well be
a factor in declining physical fitness rates, is it the prime factor? The article should also take into
account the neighboring areas and examine what effects the lagging economy has on measurable
levels of physical activity. Did the same levels of physical fitness declines occur elsewhere in the
region?
There is also another consideration to be made here. The article concludes that as the economy
rebounds, fitness levels are most likely going to increase as well. Since the article fails to establish
conclusively the economy is the prime culprit, there is no guarantee that fitness levels will rise. It also
does not take into account the change in attitudes that might result toward exercise in the interim. In
short, people can become lazy, and after all, there are many ways to stay fit other than purchasing
equipment and utilizing gyms.
Although the article may be correct in its conclusions, there is no way to know that in the scope of
given information. Most likely as the economy rebounds, levels will rise, but not to the levels
expected. In conclusion, there are many factors left unanswered here.
435 words
Reader Commentary
This adequate response identifies some important features of the argument and presents a competent
examination of it in accordance with the specific task directions. Following a rather lengthy
summation of the argument, the writer approaches the task by asking relevant questions, but the
writer does not answer some questions or develop answers to other questions beyond an adequate
level. For example, in the second paragraph, the writer asks, “For instance, what other health issues
have arisen in recent years? What about other forms of time consuming entertainment? Did television
watching also rise considerably in recent years? . . . Although the economy might very well be a factor
in declining physical fitness rates, is it the prime factor? . . . Did the same levels of physical fitness
declines occur elsewhere in the region?” In contrast to this, a 5- or 6-level response would delve into
the implications these questions raise, such as what specific other health issue the writer is alluding to,
what the implications are of any other factors which affect levels of fitness, and why examining
regions other than Corpora would be relevant and illuminating. Exploring implications such as these
would result in the kind of thoroughness and thoughtfulness characteristic of responses that are better
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than merely competent. In addition, support for the analysis is uneven although, overall, development
is adequate. Some transitions are present and ideas are conveyed with acceptable clarity. Because of
its adequate control of language and syntax and its competent analysis, the response earns a score of
4.
Score 3 — Limited
Since the level of fitness has gone down and computer use has gone up, it is not sure that there is a
causal relationship. The assumption that computer usage effects a Corpora citizens level of fitnessis
somewhat valid, however there could be other factors. Since the level of spenditure on fitness-related
products has gone down, maybe the standarded of living went down also or the price of fitnessrelated products went up. Since there can be many other factors which cause this decline researchers
must examine them.
The level of fitness in Corpora could have went down do to th change in the standard of living. Yes,
computer use his increased and people are stitting at the computer more instead of doing other
things. Nevertheless, one can not be sure that these other things are fitness related. People could be
spending more time in the workforce or spending more to in eductional institutions. Over time people
have become more sedintary, but computers can not totally explain this decline in fittness levels.
The envirnoment may be to blame also. May be in Corpora there are not as many recreational areas
for fittness activities. The price of joining a gym has increased or the amount of fittness centers in
Corpora are deceasing. Poeple may want to be fit but since things are changing they are not able to,
unlike before. Technology has increased across the world and if this is a causual relationship in
Corpora, there should be a global effect. The assumption that computer use effects fittness level is
somewhat valid. But, can not be totally to blame to the decrease in fittness in Corpora.
273 words
Reader Commentary
Although this response examines the argument according to the specific task directions, it is limited in
development and in conveying ideas with acceptable clarity. In particular, the response contains
occasional major errors and frequent minor errors that can interfere with meaning. A basic error in
verb form (“could have went down”), errors in sentence structure (a comma splice and a sentence
fragment), errors in usage (“it is not sure”), and problems with wording (“or spending more to in
eductional institutions”) among others combine to affect clarity and sometimes meaning. In addition
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to the problems with language and sentence control, the response demonstrates limited development
by not identifying and examining most of the aspects of the argument and by accepting some of the
argument’s reasoning: “The assumption that computer use effects fittness level is somewhat valid.”
Relevant analysis is undermined by poor reasoning and the absence of explanatory connections
between ideas: “The environment may be to blame also. May be in Corpora there are not as many
recreational areas for fittness activities. The price of joining a gym has increased or the amount of
fitness centers in Corpora are decreasing.” Because of its limited development, limited examination of
the argument, and problems with language control that affect clarity, this response earns a score of 3.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
How can the economy recent decline prove health and fitness of people? How can computer improve
such thing? Well, how couldn’t? Since this crisis, that all of us are going through, came up, people are
restricting to themselves things that usually they did, so that money is enough to put food on the
table and kids in school. No more cinema nigth, no more weekend vacation, ect. This things can really
mess up with people’s mind and therefore, some can drop into depression. Then, these persons, try
to a refuge. SOme are drugs, Alcohol, gambling or food.
There is another aspect that we should count, anf it is the power of marketing and the ultra consumist
society that we live in. With the decline of economy, companies try to gain more costumers in order
to mantain business runnig. So big prices one side, and sales on the other, people go after the second
one. And It’s obvious that fast food industries are making a lot of money these days.
With depression and food, fitness is decreasing, of course. Only the rise of economy can undo this.
Computers are a method of information sharing. It’s amazing how a headline of a newspapper in
africa can be in India, and it only took one click. Information abput obesity, heart deseases, statistics,
rates and much more can be found on the wonderworld of the internet, aswell some diet recepies, or
calories table, ect. There are even some videogames that persue this idea of health and fitness.
I have to say thta, of course, there are people who get fat in front of a screen. But that is because they
are depressed and they find confort on the computer.
With all of this said, I really think that the experts of that health magazine in Corpora areindeed
mistaken. Computer can increase peoples health and economy can be the cause of people’s lack of
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fitness. It’s important to say that there is no rule without excepetion, so there can be rich unhealthy
people, aswell poor and on shape people. 344 words
Reader Commentary
This seriously flawed response largely disregards the specific task directions and demonstrates serious
weaknesses in analytical reasoning. Except for only three sentences, the writer discusses the supposed
ripple effects of “the economy recent decline” by arguing that such phenomena as depression,
substance abuse, gambling and consumption of fast food are consequences of economic contraction.
The writer argues, “With depression and food, fitness is decreasing, of course. Only the rise of
economy can undo this.” This nonanalytical approach continues as the writer marvels at the
“wonderworld of the internet” and its power of information sharing: “It’s amazing how a headline of a
newspapper in africa can be in India, and it only took one click.” Finally, the writer tentatively identifies
a flaw in the argument by acknowledging that the health experts in Corpora are “mistaken” since
there may be “rich, unhealthy people, aswell poor and on shape people.” But this point is neither
developed nor made analytically. Overall, language is weak, exhibiting a range of errors that interfere
with meaning but which do not frequently interfere with or obscure meaning. Thus, primarily for its
significant weaknesses in analytical reasoning and clear disregard of the task directions in discussing
the writer’s own views on the subject rather than examining the stated and/or unstated assumptions
of the argument, the response earns a score of 2.
Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
this passage indicate the relation between the low expenditure on fittness and less physical fittness.
In fact, many researches have proven that some of the inadequate physical fittness could be due to
the sedentary life-style that humans are living nowadays.
40 words
Reader Commentary
This response is fundamentally deficient because it provides little evidence of the ability to develop an
organized response. A reader cannot even tell if the writer understands the prompt and task since the
response consists largely of a paraphrase of the prompt. Thus, because it is extremely brief and
provides little or no evidence of understanding the argument, this response must receive a score of 1.
Score 0
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Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or nonverbal.

Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Argument Task 6: The following appeared in a history magazine.
“Collectors prize the ancient life-size clay statues of human figures made on Kali Island but have long
wondered how Kalinese artists were able to depict bodies with such realistic precision. Since
archaeologists have recently discovered molds of human heads and hands on Kali, we can now
conclude that the ancient Kalinese artists used molds of actual bodies, not sculpting tools and
techniques, to create these statues. This discovery explains why Kalinese miniature statues were
abstract and entirely different in style: molds could be used only for life-size sculptures. It also
explains why few ancient Kalinese sculpting tools have been found. In light of this discovery,
collectors predict that the life-size sculptures will decrease in value while the miniatures increase in
value.”
Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to
explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.

Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc., if any.
Score 6 — Outstanding
The prediction that life size sculptures will decrease in value relative to more abstract miniatures rests
upon dubious inferences within its supporting argument. These inferences invite questions whose
answers will assist in evaluating the argument, its relationship to the market for Kalinese sculpture,
and hence the prediction of relative price movements.
One such inference appears to suggest that if the body sculptures are made via molds as opposed to
the miniatures being made free-form by hand, then collectors will cease to value the body sculptures
because they represent works of diminished artistic skill. For this to be true, we must first agree with
the conclusion that the discovery of hand and head molds in fact means that the body sculptures are
made entirely by molds. To evaluate this claim, we would ask if perhaps the molds could have in fact
been used in artistic studies, for guidance, and then the body sculptures afterwards made by hand in
observation of the models. If this were known to be the case, we would expect no impact on collector
demand, as the underlying skill level of the sculptures would stand unchanged. Alternatively, we
would ask where the molds are for the rest of the bodies. Without molds of back muscles, feet, limbs,
and so on, could we truly conclude the entire statue to be a copy rather than an original creation?
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And if indeed the head and hand molds did produce parts of the statues, could we be sure that
sculptors’ skilled hands did not in fact join these aspects together to create a unified whole, exhibiting
an adroit artistry worthy of appreciation and valuation?
Furthermore, we also wonder why the miniatures, by contrast, are abstract in nature. Could they in
fact have been produced by different sculptors, perhaps belonging to a discrete guild or to a different
age? If so, such revelations would differentiate the two art forms making their relative valuation less
easily anticipated. We thus note that the prediction that the value of the miniatures will increase due
to new information about the body-sculptures appears to rest on an inference that the two art forms
are analogous. If instead they are made by different artists, in different eras, or of different materials,
we would hesitate to assume such a relationship, and ask why, if they do not share an origin, would
any decrease in the value of one form lead to an inverse change in its correlate?
Finally, and in a similar vein, we would ask why the Kalinese body-sculptures are prized in the first
place. Could it be that they are prized because of their physical beauty, or due to the unique materials
employed, like pied clay? Pied clay is shot through with various elements and colors. If in fact these
sculptures’ high valuation follows not from the perceived sculpting skill of the artisan but from the
attractiveness or distinctiveness of the human forms themselves, or the high value of the material
(could they in fact be made of clay infused with gold?), then we could anticipate a much more modest
devaluation, if any, due to revelations about the technique or materials involved in their creation. In
fact, were they to be made of gold, amid current climates of international financial insecurity and
imminent inflationary pressure, we might well conclude that the most relevant questions by which to
assess the argument’s prediction would hinge on the financial context. For example, inquiries about
the degree of monetary expansion planned by the Federal Reserve for the next fiscal year and the
solvency of the Spanish Central Bank, rather than some remotely-supported questioning of sculpting
technique on a far-off island of a bygone era, might be more relevant.
616 words
Reader Commentary
This outstanding response clearly addresses the specific task directions while presenting an insightful,
cogent, and well-articulated examination of the argument. Throughout, the compelling analysis is
supported by persuasive, fully developed, and nuanced discussion. For example, in questioning the
logic of the argument regarding the relative value of the life-size statues vis-à-vis the miniatures—
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“Could *the miniatures+ in fact have been produced by different sculptors, perhaps belonging to a
discrete guild or to a different age?”—the writer concludes that the answers to the questions
consistently undermine the argument’s prediction: “If so, such revelations would differentiate the two
art forms making their relative valuation less easily anticipated.” Support is always thorough and
compelling as in paragraph three when the writer asks, “If instead *the sculptures+ are made by
different artists, in different eras, or of different materials, we would hesitate to assume such [an
analogous] relationship, and ask why, if they do not share an origin, would any decrease in the value
of one form lead to an inverse change in its correlate?” Language is fluent and precise, exemplifying
the superior facility typical of responses that receive a score of 6, for example, “adroit artistry,”
“relative valuation less easily anticipated,” “current climates of international financial insecurity and
imminent inflationary pressure.” Organization is both clear and skillful with ideas cohesively linked not
only by more obvious transitions (“Furthermore,” “Finally”) but also through embedded transitions
(“Alternatively,” “If so,” “In fact, were they to be made of gold . . . we might well conclude . . .”).
Because of its compelling and insightful development and fluent and precise language, this response
fits all of the requirements for a 6.
Score 5 — Strong
For this situation, the word “beauty” in the common saying “beauty is in the eye of the beholder”
could be replaced with “value.” Who the potential buyer is of an ancient Kalinese sculpture will
determine the value of the piece. To state that life-size statues will be worth less due to the way in
which they were made is a presumptuous statement. The price of a piece of art has always depended
on how much the buyer is willing to spend. More work must also be done to confirm the use of molds
in ancient times.
First, the issue of molds must be addressed. Just because the ancient Kalinese artists used molds,
does that make their art less valuable? Since we are not given a time period, it is possible that the
concept of molds, their use, and how to make them had not been developed yet. If this is the case,
then one could argue that the life-size statues from molds are more valuable than the ones made
using sculpting tools. Molds could have been invented and implemented by Kalinese artists first. A
creation using a tool that had never been seen before would be very valuable indeed.
Second, how can we be sure that the life-size sculptures will decrease in value? They are still ancient
art and will be valued by modern society. While some experts in the field of ancient art may look
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down upon the use of molds, are they the main market? Some curators may have much knowledge in
a field of study, but that does not mean they have the financial ability to purchase pieces. A wealthy
individual may not have a great affinity for art, but they may desire to fill their home with seemingly
important and expensive things. In that case, one would think that a larger piece would be more
valuable to such a buyer than a smaller piece. The larger piece will declare its importance, while the
smaller piece’s value would most likely only be known by an art enthusiast. Another large market for
ancient art would have to be museums. Museums are storehouses of all kinds of history and work to
educate the public. Such an institution would be very unlikely to frown upon the life-size work just
because it was made from a mold; a museum would most likely desire to obtain both life-size and
miniature sculptures for its exhibit of ancient Kalinese art.
Third, while the statement says they found molds, they cannot definitively say that molds were used
to make all or even any life-size statues. It merely says molds have been found. Further research could
provide a use for the molds that has not been seen before. If this was the case, life-size statues may
have been previously sold for less their worth.
This statement could have been further strengthened by addressing the above issues as well as
obtaining a poll from the target market as well as the everyday individual. Such a poll would yield a
better idea of whether or not the mold-formed, life-size sculptures or sculpted miniatures would have
more value in the market at the present time.
In summation, at present there are still too many unknown variables to be able to say with conviction
which work of art would be more valuable. The use of molds, the effect that molds have upon the
value of art, and the reaction of the market are all serious considerations that must be determined
before conclusions can be drawn. What can be said is that regardless of the technique used, ancient
Kalinese art has great value to many.
604 words
Reader Commentary
This strong response addresses the specific task directions and takes a generally thoughtful and welldeveloped approach to its examination of the argument, including, among thers, such elements as the
time period when the molds were developed and used, and how the relative value of the two types of
figures is determined. While development is strong, overall it does not rise to the level of insightfulness
and cogency found in responses that earn a 6. In the third paragraph, for instance, the response
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depends, at times, on the writer’s own assumptions rather than on logical analysis: “They are still
ancient art and will be valued by modern society,” and “Such an institution *as a museum+ would be
very unlikely to frown upon the life-size work just because it was made from a mold.” Also, while
reasons are logically sound and examples well chosen, they are neither compelling nor utterly
persuasive. In meeting requirements for a score of 5, the response demonstrates some facility with
language though it does not convey meaning skillfully: “Since we are not given a time period, it is
possible that the concept of molds, their use, and how to make them had not been developed yet”;
and, “Third, while the statement says they found molds, they cannot definitively say that molds were
used to make all or even any life-size statues.” Overall then, the response demonstrates strong, not
outstanding, writing skills. The response is generally thoughtful with ideas connected by clear
transitions (“First,” “Second,” “Third,” “In summation”), and exhibits appropriate vocabulary and
sentence variety. It clearly earns a score of 5.
Score 4 — Adequate
Kalinese art holds value to the collectors who recognize the significance of the piece. The article states
that the human sculptures are a result of molding techniques and not the actual skill of the Kali. Does
that mean that they’re any less valuable? How do they make their determination? Is it certain the
molded sculptures didn’t carry any significance to their makers? It makes me wonder if the molded
statues were cast from living or deceased individuals, or if the dead body is still contained within the
clay. Would it make a difference in the value of the art? I think so. In the archeological community,
there is a great deal of curiosity about ancient civilizations and their way of life. By studying those
molded sculptures, scientists may be able to unlock a hidden clue about these ancient people, and
potential value may increase.
The rarity of the art piece would also determine its value. Large items are more succeptible to damage
than small ones, and if the number of “life-size sculptures” were to diminish, the price would probably
increase. One could make a similar argument about the mini sculptures, as they could be misplaced
over time. How small are the minature pieces? Is there any more detail in their form than the human
statues that would make them worth more? If the intricate details are found on both types of art, the
predicion about their true value may not be as simple.
What makes art valuable? Maybe it is its condition, how much money was spent on it, or maybe it is a
sentimental piece passed down through generations. The value of art holds true to the ones who care
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enough to obtain it. As long as there are collectors who are willing to bid at auctions, the art will hold
its value. As the interest goes down, maybe the value will too. The antique or collectors market can be
precarious at times, and though emphasis on certain items may be a little swayed, only time will
determine what happens to the value of the Kalinese art.
348 words
Reader Commentary
This adequate response presents a relevant examination of the argument with acceptable clarity and
addresses the specific task directions. The writer identifies some questions central to evaluating the
argument and its prediction, for example, “The article states that the human sculptures are a result of
molding techniques and not the actual skill of the Kali. Does that mean that they’re any less valuable?
How do they make their determination? Is it certain the molded sculptures didn’t carry any
significance to their makers?” But while a response earning a score of 5 or 6 might have asked the
same questions and thus identified the same weaknesses in the argument, this response does not
develop its questions in a compelling or insightful way. For example, regarding the question of
whether the molds carried “any significance to their makers,” the writer says, “By studying those
molded sculptures, scientists may be able to unlock a hidden clue about these ancient people, and
potential value may increase.” A more thoughtful response would engage in further discussion of
what “a hidden clue” might reveal and how it might correspond to the sculptures’ potentially
increased value. In addition, speculation on whether the molds still contain bodies is extraneous
since only molds of “human heads and hands” have been found. The writer does address the
relative value of both the life-size sculptures and the miniatures, but, again, examination of these
values remains only adequate. Language conveys meaning with acceptable clarity; sentence structure
lacks variety. Thus, demonstrating adequacy in all aspects of the task, this response earns a score of 4.
Score 3 — Limited
The basic flaw in the arguement is that something that is made from a mold is of less value. The use of
molds in sculpture was previously frowned upon in European Modernism. The public and critics alike
feel that the artist must have a mastery of hand and tool and each piece must be original. Therefore,
realistic sculpting is the prize of all sculptors.
This degredation of life-casting is a perticuarly western approach to sculpture. One of the most
famous examples of Chinese ceramics, is the life-size clay army in the tomb of the Qin dynasty
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emporer (I cannot remember the correct spelling of his name]. These clay figures are not astounding
for their realisitic interpretation of the human figure, but of the sheer quantity. They were cast from
life molds. There were several different molds for each part of the body, and the sculptors would
simply piece together arms and legs etc. to make different figures.
Perhaps the purpose of the Kalinese life-size figures, is not the celebration of one master sculptor, but
the number of figures created. There is obviously a pre-existing market for the larger sculptures, so
there must have been many that were created. Perhaps the Kalinese people appreciated the ease of
production so they could be available for everybody. They people obviously did not care for each
object to be individually crafted. They would put their energy into something they cared for, which is
the creation of large, cast figures.
The mis-use of the word ‘abstract’ is astounding. The minatures are different from what we know the
human body to look like, but who can argue with the interpretation of the Kalinese artists. Their
perception of the figure cannot be put into Western terms.
Also, the claim of “molds could be used only for life-sized sculptures” does not have any evidence to
support it. The use of molds can be used at any scale.
Despite the flaws in the authors logic, the prediction of the value shift may be true, simply due to the
western liking of ‘original’ art. This article claims, lacking any evidence, that the smaller objects are
not made from molds and therefore inherently more valuable. This could then cause the price to shift.
372 words
Reader Commentary
Although this limited response identifies some important features of the argument and presents some
relevant examination of the argument, it is limited in addressing the specific task directions and its
analysis generally deals with tangential matters. Much of the analysis is based on the writer’s own
assumptions, for example that “*t+here is obviously a pre-existing market for the larger sculptures, so
there must have been many that were created”; and the “people obviously did not care for each object
to be individually crafted. They would put their energy into something they cared for, which is the
creation of large, cast figures.” The fourth paragraph does approach relevant analysis in implying that
the abstract nature of the miniature sculptures should not be questioned or dismissed, and the fifth
paragraph likewise implies relevant analysis. But the analysis in both of these paragraphs is poorly
reasoned, development is clearly limited, and the support offered is of little relevance to the overall
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task. In addition, the writer concludes by agreeing with a major logical flaw in the argument, that “the
prediction of the value shift may be true,” but bases this conclusion not on logical analysis but on
another unsupported assumption, that the change in value is “due to the western liking of ‘original’
art.” Overall, control of language and sentence structure is adequate although there are some minor
errors. But because the examination of the argument does not rise to an adequate level, this response
earns a score of 3.
Score 2 — Seriously Flawed
Because the miniatures sculptures are the reason why the larger ones are there, people will buy
things because they are important. They want the most expensive and most beautiful thing, yes the
life-size sculptures are beautiful but they are not the real reason. They are also just too big, people
don;t want to have to move big pieces of art all around the house. They want to move little things
that can move easily. It is unbelievable that these artists really sculpted their art after human figures,
it would make sense because they would have the acutally body standing right next to them and they
could feel their legs and their arms to understand how to sculpt it. But for the miniature statues, they
did not have as much luck. They needed to use their imagination for those. They could look at people
and see how their bodies were but they could not actually mold the body of their statue like a human
because it was much smaller. The Kalinese people should be proud of themselves for being interesting
and imagintative people.
182 words
Reader Commentary
This seriously flawed response largely disregards the specific task directions and demonstrates serious
weaknesses in analytical writing. Rather than presenting a critical examination of the argument, the
response offers the writer’s own views on the relative value and desirability of the two types of
Kalinese sculptures. For example, in discussing the life-size statues, the writer claims that “*t+hey are
also just too big, people don’t want to have to move big pieces of art all around the house. They want
to move little things that can move easily.” In addition, there are problems in the writing that interfere
with meaning, for example, “Because the miniatures sculptures are the reason why the larger ones are
there, people will buy things because they are important.” The reader can only conjecture what the
writer actually meant. Writing problems appear throughout the response, but in general they affect
clarity, not meaning, and are not the main reason for this response’s score. It is because the writer
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accepts the argument’s logic unquestioningly, without any attempt at analysis, that this response
earns its score of 2.

Score 1 — Fundamentally Deficient
his is all about “Kali Island” there was in the some satatues made my the human bengies in the olden
days they are been described as collectrs prize the ancient (olden days) life size clay statues of the
human fingures are been made on the “kali island there was more wounderful statues and more artist
were able to depict the bodies with such a realistic percison there was be done.
There are also some are the important in the kail since there was archaeologists this people are been
used as resuarch depatment thet where apionted my government this pepole had gone into the kali
they found recenty they whetre discoved molds of the human heads and hands on kali, they where
saying that we the depart of the archaeologists we can now conculde thet the ancient lalinese artist
used, olds od actual bodies there maily use this body 2 where useing this bidies for molds of actual
boides to prepare status
In the olden day there was no technology was used for making status there where using some
techiniques to creat there statuses this showes how the olden day the artist where constructing the
statues in the ancient period. This showes the discovert and explains why the kalinese miniature
staues where abstract and entriety differnt in style there was so many style od statues there where
usinf molds are maily use d for could be used only for life-size scuptures it also explining in the ancient
kalinese suplting tools havebeen used this tools where found when the archaeologists depatment
where doing rsearch work thet where been found some doffernt kind of tools that are been used in
ceartion of statues in differnt models in the kalineses in this research they where found some kinds od
tools. In the kali island there was a light of discovery they have been collected predict that the life size
scuptures will decrease by seening this statues when the human body there will be considering the
hand and head by seeing that they can say that when this have been made has statuies there will be
decrease in the value while miniatues increase in value.
i conclude that here in the kail island there was may statues where found by the resarch departement
archaeogists” this is the department to find out the art and find the year when it had made and who
as been artist dtail infomrmation will be given by this dept. likely in kali island also they wher found
many differnt life size statues in this island.
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425 words
Reader Commentary
This response demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing. Its pervasive errors in
language, sentence structure, grammar, and usage render this response nearly incoherent. For
example, “This showes the discovert and explains why the kalinese miniature staues where abstract
and entriety differnt in style there was so many style od statues there where usinf molds are maily use
d for could be used only for life-size scuptures. . . .” Note that the most intelligible parts of what is
quoted rely on using the specific language of the argument. Since every sentence verges on the
incomprehensible, it is impossible to determine whether the writer understood either the argument or
the task. This fundamentally deficient response exhibits the full range of characteristics for the score of
1.
Score 0
Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), is in a foreign
language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or nonverbal.
Score NS (No Score)
The essay response is blank.
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Useful Phrases for the Argument Task
Phrases and Clauses for the Introduction
The writer of the argument claims/ alleges/ assumes/ concludes that … .
The argument assumes that … is directly correlated with …, which seems to be quite erroneous/ … .
In this letter/ memo/ …, the writer/ the author… claims/ alleges/ assumes/ concludes that … .
The argument above is seemingly well-presented and appears to be relatively sound at first glance.
The writer of the argument has claimed/ alleged/ assumed/ concluded (without warrant/ without
justification/ without any sound grounds) that … .
(In order) to justify/support this argument/ claim/ assumption/ analogy, the author notes/ mentions/
points out that … .
The recommendation cannot be accepted as it is, since it rests on a number of premises34, all of which
can be challenged one way or another.
These … assumptions render the argument highly unsound/ defective/ faulty/ distorted/ inaccurate/
incorrect/ erroneous/ imprecise/ fallacious/ unwarranted/ unjustified/ unjustifiable/ indefensible/
unreasonable/ groundless/ untenable. If these assumptions do not hold true, then the argument falls
apart/ Unless these assumptions are addressed, the argument falls apart.
The reasoning in the argument has quite a few/ several scientific/ logical flaws, as it relies on a
number of assumptions, which appear to be unsupported due to lack of appropriate data and
information/ vague language/ inappropriate or potentially unrepresentative statistics/ biased or
tainted data.
The Argument presented/ offered is flawed/ unsound/ defective/ faulty/ distorted/ inaccurate/
incorrect/ erroneous/ imprecise/ fallacious for quite a few reasons.
34

Noun = proposition, assumption, hypothesis, thesis, presupposition, postulation, supposition, presumption, surmise,
conjecture, speculation, assertion
 the premise that human life consists of a series of choices …
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The argument is based on the unwarranted/ unjustified/ unjustifiable/ indefensible/ unreasonable/
groundless assumption that … .
The argument fails to offer/ present/ provide any justification/ a (comprehensive, detailed, in-depth,
systematic, objective/ thorough analysis/examination of … .

Phrases and Clauses for the Body Paragraphs
First of all/First off/First/To begin with, the author strongly alleges that … .
The reliability and validity of the findings are questionable, since/ as/ because the writer has failed to
provide any substantiated/ … information/ evidence/ … .
This assumption is not borne out/ substantiated/ confirmed/ proved/ verified/ corroborated/ backed
up/ justified/ supported/ endorsed/ certified by any evidence/… .
Secondly, the argument depends on the unsubstantiated presumption that … . The author has not
accounted for the possibility of/ other possible explanations for/ other potential causes for/ other
potential reasons for … .
A major problem with the argument has to do with the assumption that claims … .
Another problem with the argument is that the writer claims that … . This assumption is not
persuasive, since … .
There is yet another serious flaw in the argument that has to do with the number of …./ the statistics
presented/ … .
The argument fails to consider/ take into account the fact that … .
No reliable/ convincing/ cogent evidence has been offered to ensure the reader that … .
Based on the information/ data/ evidence provided in the argument regarding the increase/decrease
in /the success of/ the recent improvements in/ …, the author is hastily generalizing this increase/
decrease/ success/ improvement to … .
These conclusions cannot be generalized to … .
The methodology employed here seems to be wrong, which leads/ leading to wrong conclusions.
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The writer has drawn an analogy between X and Y/ has established, found, observed, seen a
correlation between X and Y. However, he or she has failed to assure the reader that the data/
information on which this assumption has been based is statistically reliable.
The author has not indicated what he or she means by the vague phrase 100%/ a huge percentage of/
many/ quite a bit of/ … .
Claiming that the very phenomenon that has caused X would bring about Y, the author is erroneously
relying on what may be considered as a faulty analogy between these two concepts/ elements/
phenomena/ … .
Without ruling out these and other unwarranted/ unjustified/ unjustifiable/ indefensible/
unreasonable/ groundless assumptions/ reasons why X might not …, the manager/ the writer/ the
company cannot convince me/ the addressee/ the reader that … .
This (assumption/ argument/…) would/could have been strengthened if he or she had given more
details/ had he or she given/ provided more details/ more tangible, reliable statistics … .
In order to improve the argument, the writer should have determined/ clarified/ mentioned/ make it
clear that shed/ thrown light on
In order for the argument to be improved/ forceful/ sound/ strong/ valid/ cogent/ compelling/
conclusive/ convincing/ persuasive/ credible/ plausible, the writer should have mentioned/ …
To better believe/ give credence to/ credit/ trust the argument, we would need to know about … .
(In order) for us to regard the argument as forceful/ sound/ strong/ valid/ cogent/ compelling/
conclusive/ convincing/ persuasive/ credible/ plausible, we would need to know about … .
Another piece of evidence to strengthen this argument is that … .
Without having this erroneous assumption ruled out, the author fails to justify his or her purpose.
A(n) objective/ fair/ systematic/ thorough analysis/ examination of the argument calls for a significant
amount of additional information/evidence/ unbiased, tainted data.
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Phrases and Clauses for the Conclusion
All in all, the argument is not cogent enough due to/ owing to/ because of/ as a result of/ as a
consequence of the flaws existing in it. The argument can be acceptable/ cogent/ compelling/
conclusive/ convincing/ persuasive if the weaknesses already referred to are all removed.
The recommendation/ argument/ assumption can be accepted only if the problematic issues already
referred to are all justifiably addressed.
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DOs and DON’Ts for the Argument Writing Task
Here's a quick list of DOs and DON'TS to keep you on the right track in organizing and composing your
Argument essay. To reinforce the ideas in this list, refer back to it from time to time as you read the
sample essays in Part 3.
DON'T merely restate or rehash the stated Argument. The only way to score points is to tell the reader
what's wrong with the argument, so keep your introductory paragraph brief. (Remember: My essays in
Part 3 contain longer introductions for the purpose of recapitulating the Argument - for your
reference.)
DO analyze the Argument with an eye for uncovering at least three or four flaws-in the author's line of
reasoning and use of evidence. Remember: Unless you've recognized and discussed at least three
logical flaws, you’ve missed something significant-and you won't score a 5 or 6.
DO support each point of your critique with sound reasons and/or relevant examples.
DON'T stray from the argument at hand. Your personal opinions about the issue discussed in the
argument are irrelevant to the Argument writing task.
DO discuss what is required to make the Argument more persuasive and/or what would help you
better evaluate it-if you have time. The last paragraph of your essay is a good place to accomplish this
task.
DON'T introduce any new flaws in the concluding paragraph. Your job here is simply to reiterate the
main points of your critique and possibly to indicate what would be required to make the Argument
more convincing or what additional information would help you evaluate it.
DO organize your points of critique in a logical order, and use transition words and phrases to connect
the various points of your critique. Keep in mind: The sequence in which the flaws appear in the
Argument itself is often as good a sequence as any for the points of your critique.
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Language Skills necessary for the GRE Test
Tips to Have in Mind While Writing
Diction: Choose the right words.
Students learning to use a thesaurus often use it excessively and incorrectly in their selection
of words. Knowing that all synonyms do not mean the same thing—that each synonym has a subtle
nuance of meaning making it distinct from the other words—will help you avoid random substitutions
of words that merely seem to look better. Using good diction in your essay involves choosing exactly
the right word for the meaning you want. If you are unsure of a word’s meaning, look it up in a
learner’s dictionary.
Poor Diction: Devlin's essay predicates that a society consists of a group of people brought
together by a common set of morals and assurances.
Better Diction: Devlin's essay asserts that a society consists of a group of people brought
together by a common set of morals and beliefs.

Poor Diction: Hart responds that Devlin's essay is nothing more than a babble and malentendu
of what a society is.
Better Diction: Hart responds that Devlin's essay is nothing more than a confusion and
misunderstanding of what a society is.

Vary your sentence length.
"Choppiness" is the effect of multiple short sentences in a row giving a sense of breathlessness and
childlike simplicity. Contrastingly, the opposite - multiple, successive elongated sentences one after
another - gives a sense of never-ending lung-power and pompous sophistication. A short sentence can
be a good option for the content you are writing, just as a long one can as well. The key is to mix
them up so that you have some short sentences and some long alternating with each other. This
variety will give rhythm to your prose.
Choppy sentences: John turned on the computer. He opened Frame maker. He selected a new
document. The document was blank. He opened the graphics panel. He chose the shape tool. It was a
polygon. He filled the polygon with red shading. He put a black border on it. It was a nice day. His
mother brought him sandwiches. The sandwiches tasted good. (Holy Smoke! I could not take more
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than about half a page of this before I would go crazy!)
Over-elongated sentences: Turning on the computer, John opened Frame maker and, after
selecting a blank document and opening the graphics panel, chose a polygonal shape tool, which he
filled with red shading and a black border while his mother brought him sandwiches, all of which
contributed to him having a nice day. Then, deliberating between a black and white or a color layout,
John decided that for a publication that would be on the web as well as in print, he would need to
create both types of documents, because the print would be too costly for color photos, while the web
would be too dull for merely black and white, but this color vs. non-color dilemma was only the tip of
the iceberg for John in Frame maker, for he knew neither how to create anchored frames for his
graphics, nor how to manipulate the sizes and resolutions of the photos he wanted to import, which
was giving him a headache, despite his mother's nice sandwiches. (Combining sentences is fun up to a
point, and then it gets ridiculous.)
Perfect mix of short and long: After turning on the computer, John opened Frame maker and
selected a blank document. He then opened the graphics panel, chose a polygonal shape tool, and
filled it with red shading and a black border. His mother brought him sandwiches, which made his day
nice. Then, deliberating between a black and white or a color layout, John decided that for a
publication that would be on the web as well as in print, he would need to create both types of
documents. The print would be too costly for color photos, while the web would be too dull for merely
black and white. However, this color… (You get the point by now--variety leads to a pleasing rhythm.)

Avoid sexist pronouns.
Although in the past it was acceptable to use "he" when referring to both men and women, it is no
longer acceptable to do so now. Why? Because linguists found that language use actually does have
an impact on the way people think and act. If pronouns are always "he," and certain professions are
always fireman, policeman, chairman, congressmen, etc., then it is more likely that men - by simple
virtue of the privileged masculine pronoun and noun use - will fill those positions, and that women
will feel that they do not belong in them. Avoiding sexist pronouns will help you find liberation from
these restricting gender roles.
Even if you disagree with the above theory, using "he" only pronouns is a practice that is no longer
tolerated. You should instead choose to pluralize your subject and use "they" or "their" when
referring back to that subject. Alternatively, you can choose "he or she," but if you need to write "he
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or she" more than twice in the sentence, you might give your reader a headache. Try to avoid "s/he"
or "he/she" simply because it is unsightly.
Avoid the bias of using gendered pronouns. To do so,
•

Rephrase the sentence

•

Use plural nouns or plural pronouns - this way you can use "they" or "their"

•

Replace the pronoun with an article - instead of "his," use "the"

•

Drop the pronoun - many sentences sound fine if you just omit the troublesome "his"
from the sentence

•

Replace the pronoun with a noun such as "person," "individual," "child," "researcher,"
etc.

Example:
An incompetent manager cannot run a company in an excellent fashion, nor can he or she
make a friendly relationship with their/the employees.
Note:
 Even for singular nouns or pronouns you can use the pronoun “they.”
One can improve his or her knowledge by doing their best.
More examples:
Sexist: If a medical student wants to succeed, he has to learn to budget his time wisely.
Liberated: If medical students want to succeed, they have to learn to budget their time wisely.

Sexist: If one wants to become a DJ, he has to be familiar with the current music styles and
have a strong sense of internal rhythm and musical flow.
Liberated: If one wants to become a DJ, he or she has to be familiar with the current music
styles and have a strong sense of internal rhythm and musical flow.

Sexist: A good computer programmer has to root his knowledge in practical experience.
Liberated: Good computer programmers have to root their knowledge in practical experience.
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Maintain a level of formality
Just as in daily life, in writing you naturally adjust the level of formality of your writing style to the
situation and audience. You may use one level of formality with your teacher, and another level with
your best friend. In an academic essay, be sure to maintain a formal voice. One way to adjust your
level of formality is by avoiding contractions (i.e., using "do not" instead of "don't").
Hyper-formal: The degree to which private controversial moralities are decriminalized by the
federal government depends on the extent of their injurious repercussions on an otherwise benign
society.
Too informal: The feds will start putting pervs in the slammer if they feel their smutty actions
are mixin' up good men and women.
Just right: Whether private immoralities are outlawed by the government or not depends on
the harm they inflict on public society.
To maintain a level of formality, AVOID…
•

beginning a sentence with a conjunction (e.g. But, And, Or, So, Yet)

•

contractions (e.g. can’t, won’t, doesn’t)

•

using the word you. Use “one”, “a person”, “any/every individual”, and so forth.

•

using the imperative or command form (e.g. Watch this film.)

•

abbreviations (e.g. or etc. instead of and so forth)

•

short sentences and short paragraphs

•

stories in the text that are too personal or too compelling.

Streamlining Wordy Phrases
Why use several words when one will do? Many people make the mistake of writing phrases such as
at the present time or at this point in time instead of the simpler now, or take into consideration
instead of simply consider, in an attempt to make their prose seem more scholarly or more formal. It
doesn’t work. Instead, their prose ends up seeming inflated and pretentious. Don’t waste your words
or your time.
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Wordy: I am of the opinion that the aforementioned managers should be advised that they will be
evaluated with regard to the utilization of responsive organizational software for the purpose of
devising a responsive network of customers.
Concise: We should tell the managers that we will evaluate their use of flexible computerized
databases to develop a customer network.

Streamlining wordy phrases practice set:
Read the following sentences and revise the wordy phrases.
1. Government funding cripples the natural relationship of arts enthusiasts and artists by subsidizing
work and makes artists less creative and forces the taxpayer to take on the burden of paying for art
they don’t like.
2. There are many reasons why some may believe that the services of one real estate agent are
superior in quality to the services of another competing real estate agent or group of agents, including
the personal service they provide, the care and quality of the work they do, and the communication
lines they set up and keep open.

Answers and Explanations
1. The government should not subsidize artists, because it makes them less creative and forces
taxpayers to pay for art they don't like.
The original sentence contained unnecessary repetition. The original sentence does not need to
include both “funding” and “subsidizing,” as both words refer to the same thing. The clause about
“crippling the natural relationship” is also redundant, as that is implied by listing the negative effects
government funding will have on both artists and the taxpayers.
2. Reasons for choosing one real estate agent over another include personal service, care,
communication, and quality of work.
The revised sentence condenses the two main clauses, i.e. the main idea (choosing one real estate
agent over another) and the subsequent list. It also pares down the unnecessary repetition. There is
no need to explain that communication lines are set up and kept open, for example.
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Eliminating Redundancy
Redundancy means that the writer needlessly repeats an idea. For example, it’s redundant to speak of
a beginner lacking experience. The word beginner implies lack of experience by itself. You can
eliminate redundant words or phrases without changing the meaning of the sentence.
Here are some common redundancies:
REDUNDANT
refer back

CONCISE
refer

few in number

few

small-sized

small

grouped together

grouped

in my own personal opinion in my opinion
end result

result

serious crisis

crisis

new initiatives

initiatives

Redundant: It is wise to plan ahead for unexpected problems.
Concise: It is wise to plan for unexpected problems.
In this example, “plan ahead” is redundant. In what situation would you “plan behind”? “Unexpected
problems” is acceptable because, while some problems are unexpected, others are readily
anticipated.

Eliminating redundancy practice set
Read the following sentences and revise to eliminate redundancy.
1. All of these problems have combined together to create a serious crisis.
2. That monument continues to remain a significant tourist attraction.

Answers and Explanations
Eliminating Redundancy Practice Set
1. All of these problems have combined to create a crisis.
Crises are inherently serious, and things cannot combine apart. The adverb and adjective are
redundant.
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2. That monument remains a significant tourist attraction.
There is no need to reinforce “remain” with “continues.” The verb “remain” implies that.

Avoiding Excessive Qualification
Because the object of your essay is to convince your reader of your point of view, you will want to
adopt a reasonable tone. There will likely be no single, clear-cut “answer’’ to the essay topic, so don’t
overstate your case. Occasional use of such qualifiers as fairly, rather, somewhat, and relatively and of
such expressions as seems to be, a little, and a certain amount of will let the reader know you are
reasonable, but overusing such modifiers weakens your argument. Excessive qualification makes you
sound hesitant. Like wordy phrases, qualifiers can add bulk without adding substance.
Wordy: This rather serious breach of etiquette may possibly shake the very foundations of the
corporate world.
Concise: This serious breach of etiquette may shake the foundations of the corporate world.
Just as bad is the overuse of the word very. Some writers use this intensifying adverb before almost
every adjective in an attempt to be more forceful. If you need to add emphasis, look for a stronger
adjective or adverb.
Weak: Adelaide is a very good flautist.
Strong: Adelaide is a virtuoso flautist.
Strong: Adelaide plays beautifully.
And don’t try to qualify words that are already absolute.
WRONG
more unique

CORRECT
unique

the very worst

the worst

completely full

full

Avoiding excessive qualification practice set
Read the following sentences and revise the excessive qualification(s).
1. She is a fairly excellent teacher.
2. It’s possible that we might overcome these obstacles.
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Answers and Explanations
Avoiding Excessive Qualification Practice Set
1. She is an excellent teacher.
The use of the adverb “fairly” unnecessarily weakens the point of the sentence.
2. We might overcome these obstacles.
The word “might” implies that it’s possible but not certain, so saying “it’s possible” is unnecessary.

Removing Unnecessary Sentences
Brevity is crucial for success on a timed test that emphasizes content over form. Remember, the
essays on this test will force you to economize your expression. This principle suggests several things:


Don’t write a sentence that strays from the thesis.



Don’t ask a question only to answer it; rhetorical questions are a no-no.



Don’t merely copy the essay’s prompt.



Don’t write a whole sentence only to announce that you’re changing the subject.

If you have something to say, say it without preamble. If you need to smooth over a change of
subject, do so with a transitional word or phrase rather than with a meaningless sentence.
Wordy: Which idea of the author’s is more in line with what I believe? This is a very interesting
question.
Concise: The author’s beliefs are similar to mine.
The author of the wordy example above is just wasting words and time. Get to the point quickly and
stay there.

Removing unnecessary sentences practice set
Read the sentences and rewrite each pair as one concise statement.
1. What’s the purpose of getting rid of the chemical pollutants in water? People cannot safely
consume water that contains chemical pollutants.
2. I do not believe it is necessary to include the telemetry data. The telemetry data adds little of value
to the study of stellar drift.
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Answers and Explanations
Removing Unnecessary Sentences Practice Set
1. People cannot safely consume water that contains chemical pollutants.
The first sentence is an unnecessary rhetorical question.
2. It is not necessary to include the telemetry data, as it adds little of value to the study of stellar drift.
In this situation, there are two different but related thoughts: the merits of the data, and whether or
not to include it. It is therefore best to combine the sentences, which can be done elegantly without
destroying the flow of the passage.

Avoiding Needless Self-Reference
Avoid such unnecessary phrases as I believe, I feel, and in my opinion. There is no need to remind
your reader that what you are writing is your opinion. Self-reference is another—very obvious—form
of qualifying what you say.
Weak: I am of the opinion that air pollution is a more serious problem than most people realize.
Forceful: Air pollution is a more serious problem than most people realize.

Avoiding needless self-reference practice set
Eliminate needless self-references in these sentences.
1. It seems to me that nuclear energy is safer and cleaner than burning fossil fuels. I think we should
build more nuclear power plants.
2. The author, in my personal opinion, is stuck in the past.

Answers and Explanations
Avoiding Needless Self-Reference Practice Set
1. Nuclear energy is safer and cleaner than burning fossil fuels, so we should build more nuclear power
plants.
“It seems to me” and “I think” hedge unnecessarily and intrude on the argument. (Also note how
combining these statements makes the argument flow better.)
2. The author is stuck in the past.
Unless specified otherwise, your writing will always express your opinion.
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Using Active Voice Rather Than Passive Voice
Using the passive voice is a way to avoid accountability (it’s often referred to as the “politician’s
voice”). Put verbs in the active voice whenever possible. In the active voice, the subject performs the
action (e.g., “we write essays”). In the passive voice, the subject is the receiver of the action and is
often only implied (e.g., “essays are written by us”).
Passive: The estimate of this year’s tax revenues was prepared by the General Accounting Office.
Active: The General Accounting Office prepared the estimate of this year’s tax revenues.
The passive voice creates weak sentences and is usually the product of writing before you think. Avoid
this by organizing your thoughts before you begin writing. Take a few minutes to find out what you
want to say before you say it. To change from the passive to the active voice, ask yourself who or
what is performing the action. In the sentence above, the General Accounting Office is performing the
action; therefore, the General Accounting Office should be the subject of the sentence.
 You should avoid the passive voice EXCEPT in the following cases:


When you do not know who performed the action: The letter was opened before I received it.



When you prefer not to refer directly to the person who performs the action: An error has
been made in computing these data.



It is rare to have a good reason to use passive voice in either of the Analytical Writing essays
on the GRE.

Using active voice practice set
Read the sentences and replace all instances of passive voice with active voice wherever possible.
1. The faulty wiring in the walls went unnoticed by the safety inspectors until it was too late.
2. The Spanish-American War was fought by brave but misguided men.

Answers and Explanations
Using Active Voice Practice Set
1. The safety inspectors did not notice the faulty wiring in the walls until it was too late.
The safety inspectors are the ones doing (or not doing) the action, so they should be the subject of
the sentence.
2. Brave but misguided men fought the Spanish-American War.
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There is no need for the passive in this situation, as it is absolutely clear who did the fighting.

Including Strong Openings
Try not to begin a sentence with there is, there are, or it is. These roundabout expressions usually
indicate that you are trying to distance yourself from the position you are taking. Again, weak
openings often result from writing before you think.

Including strong openings practice set
Read the following sentences and revise to improve the openings.
1. There isn’t much wilderness left, so we should protect what we have.
2. There are several reasons why this plane is obsolete.

Answers and Explanations
Including Strong Openings Practice Set
1. We should protect what little wilderness we have left.
Notice how this statement takes a forceful position right away.
2. This plane is obsolete for several reasons.
The revised sentence is less timid and states its purpose in a stronger tone.

Avoiding Needlessly Vague Language
Don’t just ramble on when writing your GRE essays. Choose specific, descriptive words. Vague
language weakens your writing because it forces the reader to guess what you mean instead of
concentrating fully on your ideas and style. The essay topics you’ll be given aren’t going to be obscure.
You will be able to come up with specific examples and concrete information about the topics. Your
argument will be more forceful if you stick to this approach.
Weak: Ms. Brown is highly educated.
Forceful: Ms. Brown has a master’s degree in business administration.
Weak: She is a great communicator.
Forceful: She speaks persuasively.
Notice that sometimes, to be more specific and concrete, you will have to use more words than you
might with vague language. This principle is not in conflict with the general objective of concision.
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Being concise may mean eliminating unnecessary words. Avoiding vagueness may mean adding
necessary words.

Avoiding needlessly vague language practice set
Rewrite these sentences to replace vague language with specific, concrete language. You may need to
invent details.
1. There are no boundaries to the age of library patrons, and the installation of vending machines is a
scheme that potentially has ill effects where young readers are concerned.
2. Living upstairs from the band has been challenging.

Answers and Explanations
Avoiding Needlessly Vague Language Practice Set
1. Because the library is open to readers of all ages, including young readers who may overindulge in
unhealthy treats, it would be unwise to install vending machines.
The original sentence contains several overwrought phrases and never explains what the “ill effects”
of vending machines would be. The rewritten version makes the argument directly.
2. I can never get enough sleep because the band downstairs holds loud practice sessions every night.
You could have rewritten this sentence in many different ways, but the important thing is to change
the vague “has been challenging” to a more specific grievance.

Rewording Clichés
Clichés are overused expressions that may once have seemed colorful and powerful but are now dull
and worn out. Time, pressure, and anxiety may make you lose focus; that’s when clichés may slip into
your writing. A reliance on clichés will suggest you are a lazy thinker. Keep them out of your essay.
Weak: It began to rain cats and dogs when we arrived at the station.
Forceful: A heavy rain began to fall when we arrived at the station.
Putting a cliché in quotation marks to indicate your distance from the cliché does not strengthen the
sentence. If anything, it just makes weak writing more noticeable. If you notice any clichés in your
writing, ask yourself if you could replace them with more specific language.

Rewording clichés practice set
Read the following sentences and remove any clichés.
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1. Be positive is my motto!
2. Beyond a shadow of a doubt, Jefferson was a great leader.

Answers and Explanations
Rewording Clichés Practice Set
1. I prefer to praise positive actions than to dwell on negative ones.
The unrevised sentence crams two clichés into five words. The revised sentence is both more specific
and more original, which will serve you better in writing an analytical essay.
2. Jefferson was a great leader.
The revised sentence makes an equally strong assertion, but has a less histrionic tone.

Avoiding Jargon
Jargon includes two categories of words that you should avoid. First is the specialized vocabulary of a
group, such as that used by doctors, lawyers, or baseball coaches. Second is the overly inflated and
complex language that burdens many students’ essays. You will not impress anyone with big words
that do not fit the tone or context of your essay, especially if you misuse them. If you are not certain
of a word’s meaning or appropriateness, leave it out. An appropriate word, even a simple one, will
add clarity to your argument. As you come across words you are unsure of, ask yourself, “Would a
reader in a different field be able to understand exactly what I mean from the words I’ve chosen? Is
there any way I can say the same thing more simply?”
Weak: The company is not able to bankroll the project.
Forceful: The company is not able to pay for the project.
The following are commonly used jargon words:
Assistance
Downside
Optimize
Ballpark
Face Time
Originate
Bandwidth
Facilitate
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Parameter
Blindside
Finalize
Prioritize
Bottom Line
Input/Output
Target
Conceptualize
Maximize
Time Frame
Cookie-Cutter
Mutually Beneficial
User-Friendly
Designate
Ongoing
Utilize

Avoiding jargon practice set
Revise the following sentences to remove the jargon.
1. When a parent attempts to correct the bad behavior of a child by positively reinforcing good
behavior, this classical conditioning can become ineffective due to extinction.
2. Foreign diplomats should always interface with local leaders.

Answers and Explanations
Avoiding Jargon Practice Set
1. Attempting to correct a child’s bad behavior by rewarding good behavior can become ineffective
when the reward is withdrawn.
The first sentence was loaded with jargon not readily understood by the average reader. The revised
sentence expresses the exact same thought, but in less technically opaque language.
2. Foreign diplomats should always talk to local leaders.
The verb “interface” is most appropriately used in a technical context. It sounds jarring and
pretentious in the unrevised sentence.
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Ensuring Subject-Verb Agreement
A verb must agree with its subject regardless of intervening phrases. Do not let the words that come
between the subject and the verb confuse you as to the number (singular or plural) of the subject.
Usually, one word can be pinpointed as the grammatical subject of the sentence. Find the verb, no
matter how far removed, and make sure that it agrees with that subject in number.
Incorrect: The joys of climbing mountains, especially if one is a novice climber without the proper
equipment, escapes me.
Correct: The joys of climbing mountains, especially if one is a novice climber without the proper
equipment, escape me.
 Watch out for collective nouns like group, audience, committee, or majority. These take a singular
verb unless you are emphasizing the individuals forming the group.
Correct: A majority of the jury thinks that the defendant is guilty. (The collective is being emphasized.)
Correct: A majority of the committee have signed their names to the report. (The individual members
of the committee are being emphasized.)
A subject that consists of two or more nouns connected by the conjunction and takes the plural form
of the verb.
Correct: Karl, an expert in cooking Hunan chicken, and George, an expert in preparing Hunan spicy
duck, have combined their expertise to start a new restaurant.
However, when the subject consists of two or more nouns connected by or or nor, the verb agrees
with the CLOSEST noun.
Correct: Either the senators or the president is misinformed.
Correct: Either the president or the senators are misinformed.
Some connecting phrases look as though they should make a group of words into a plural but actually
do not. The only connecting word that can make a series of singular nouns into a plural subject is and.
In particular, the following connecting words and phrases do NOT result in a plural subject:
Along with, as well as, besides, in addition to, together with
Incorrect: The president, along with the secretary of state and the director of the CIA, are
misinformed.
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Correct: The president, along with the secretary of state and the director of the CIA, is misinformed.
You can usually trust your ear to give you the correct verb form. However, subject-verb agreement
can be tricky in the following instances:


when the subject and verb are separated



when the subject is an indefinite pronoun



when the subject consists of more than one noun

If a sentence that is grammatically correct still sounds awkward, you should probably rephrase your
thought.

Ensuring subject-verb agreement practice set
Read the sentences below and revise to ensure subject-verb agreement.
1. The arts is a very important topic to discuss at this point in our history.
2. The majority of the organization’s members is over 60 years old.

Answers and Explanations
Ensuring Subject-Verb Agreement Practice Set
1. The arts are a very important topic to discuss at this point in our history.
The verb is plural because the sentence is referring to more than one type of art, even though they
collectively form a single topic of discussion.
2. The majority of the organization’s members are over 60 years old.
The verb must be pluralized because the subject is more than one member.

Avoiding Faulty Modification
Modifiers should be placed as close as possible to what they modify. In English, the position of the
word within a sentence often establishes the word’s relationship to other words in the sentence. If a
modifier is placed too far from the word it modifies, the meaning may be lost or obscured. Notice, in
the following sentences, the ambiguity that results when the modifying phrases are misplaced:
Unclear: Gary and Martha sat talking about the problem in the office.
Clear: Gary and Martha sat in the office talking about the problem.
Unclear: He only threw the ball eight yards.
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Clear: He threw the ball only eight yards.
In addition to misplaced modifiers, watch for dangling modifiers: modifiers whose intended referents
are not even present.
Incorrect: Coming out of context, Peter was startled by Julia’s perceptiveness.
Correct: Julia’s remark, coming out of context, startled Peter with its perceptiveness.

Avoiding faulty modification practice set
Read the following sentences and revise the faulty modification.
1. Inspired by the new love in his life, it took Sam three months only to finish his novel.
2. Having been an avid lifelong reader, a bookstore with a café seems like heaven on earth to me.

Answers and Explanations
Avoiding Faulty Modification Practice Set
1. Inspired by the new love in his life, Sam finished his novel in only three months.
The original sentence contains two faulty modifiers. First, it is Sam, not “it,” who is “inspired,” so Sam
should appear right after the comma. Second, the point of the sentence is that Sam finished the novel
in only three months, not that finishing the novel was the only thing he got done in that time.
2. A bookstore with a café seems like heaven on earth to an avid life-long reader like me.
In the unrevised sentence it is unclear whether it is the author or the bookstore that has been a lifelong avid reader.

Avoiding Unclear Pronoun Reference
A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun in a sentence. Every time you write a pronoun—such as he,
him, his, she, her, hers, it, its, they, their, that, or which—be sure there can be absolutely no doubt
what its antecedent is. (An antecedent is the particular noun to which a pronoun refers.) Careless use
of pronouns can obscure your intended meaning.
Unclear: The teacher told the student he was talented. (Does he refer to teacher or student?)
Clear: The student was talented, and the teacher told him so.
Clear: The teacher considered himself talented and told the student so.
Unclear: Sara knows more about history than Irina because she learned it from her father.
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(Does she refer to Sara or Irina?) You can usually rearrange a sentence to avoid ambiguous pronoun
references.
Clear: Because Sara learned history from her father, she knows more than Irina does.
Clear: Because Irina learned history from her father, she knows less about it than Sara does.
If you are worried that a pronoun reference will be ambiguous, rewrite the sentence so that there is
no doubt. Don’t be afraid to repeat the antecedent if necessary.
Unclear: I would rather settle in Phoenix than in Albuquerque, although it lacks wonderful restaurants.
Clear: I would rather settle in Phoenix than in Albuquerque, although Phoenix lacks wonderful
restaurants.
A reader must be able to pinpoint the pronoun’s antecedent. Even if you think the reader will know
what you mean, do not use a pronoun without a clear and appropriate antecedent.
Incorrect: When you are painting, be sure not to get it on the floor.
(It could only refer to the noun paint. But do you see the noun paint anywhere in the sentence?
Pronouns cannot refer to implied nouns.)
Correct: When you are painting, be sure not to get any paint on the floor.

Avoiding unclear pronoun reference practice set
Revise the following sentences to correct unclear pronoun references.
1. Sports enthusiasts’ desires should not trump the needs of the river and the quiet enjoyment of the
people who live near the river. Their opinions should be taken into account.
2. Caroline telephoned her friends in California before going home for the night, which she had not
done for weeks.

Answers and Explanations
Avoiding Unclear Pronoun Reference Practice Set
1. Sports enthusiasts’ desires should not trump the needs of the river and the quiet enjoyment of the
people who live near the river, whose opinions should be taken into account.
In the original sentences, it is unclear if the pronoun “their” refers the people who live near the river,
or the sports enthusiasts. Replacing “their” with “whose” clarifies matters.
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2. Caroline telephoned her California friends for the first time in weeks before she went home for the
night.
In the unrevised sentence, we do not know whether Caroline had not spent the night at home in
weeks or whether she had not telephoned her friends in weeks.

Correctly Using Parallelism
It can be rhetorically effective to use a particular construction several times in succession to provide
emphasis. The technique is called parallel construction, and it is effective only when used sparingly.
Example: As a leader, Lincoln inspired a nation to throw off the chains of slavery; as a philosopher,
he proclaimed the greatness of the little man; as a human being, he served as a timeless example of
humility.
The repetition of the italicized construction provides the sentence with a strong sense of rhythm and
organization and alerts the reader to the multiple aspects of Lincoln’s character. Matching
constructions must be expressed in parallel form. Writers often use parallel structure incorrectly for
dissimilar items.
Incorrect: They are sturdy, attractive, and cost only a dollar each. (The phrase They are makes sense
preceding the adjectives sturdy and attractive, but it cannot be understood before cost only a dollar
each.)
Correct: They are sturdy and attractive, and they cost only a dollar each.
Parallel constructions must be expressed in parallel grammatical form: all nouns, all infinitives, all
gerunds, all prepositional phrases, or all clauses.
Incorrect: All business students should learn word processing, accounting, and how to program
computers.
Correct: All business students should learn word processing, accounting, and computer programming.
This principle applies to any words that might precede items in a series: either repeat the word before
every element in a series or include it only before the first item. (In effect, your treatment of the
second element of the series determines the form of all subsequent elements.)
Incorrect: He invested his money in stocks, in real estate, and a home for retired performers.
Correct: He invested his money in stocks, in real estate, and in a home for retired performers.
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Correct: He invested his money in stocks, real estate, and a home for retired performers.
A number of constructions always call for you to express ideas in parallel form. These constructions
include the following:


X is as as Y.



X is more than Y.



X is less than Y.



Both X and Y . . .



Either X or Y . . .



Neither X nor Y . . .



Not only X but also Y . . .

X and Y can stand for as little as one word or as much as a whole clause, but in any case, the
grammatical structure of X and Y must be identical.
Incorrect: The view from this apartment is as spectacular as from that mountain lodge.
Correct: The view from this apartment is as spectacular as the view from that mountain lodge.

Including parallelism practice set
Read these sentences and revise to correct parallelism.
1. Homes sell faster or slowly for a wide variety of reasons.
2. The grocery baggers were ready, able, and were quite determined to do a great job.

Answers and Explanations
Including Parallelism Practice Set
1. Homes sell faster or slower for all types of reasons.
In order for the parallel construction to work in this sentence, the two thoughts must have identical
grammatical form. Therefore, “slower” is correct because it is grammatically similar to “faster.”
2. The grocery baggers were ready, able, and quite determined to do a great job.
In this example, there is no need to repeat the verb; the phrase “quite determined to do a great job”
can be treated as the final object in the series of terms.
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Using a Consistent Narrative Voice
True, we have advised you to avoid needless self-reference. But an occasional self-reference may be
appropriate in your GRE essays. You may even call yourself I if you want, as long as you keep the
number of first-person pronouns to a minimum. Less egocentric ways of referring to the narrator
include we and one. If these more formal ways of writing seem stilted, stay with I.
“In my lifetime, I have seen many challenges to the principle of free speech.”
“You can see how a free society can get too complacent when free speech is taken for granted.”
“One must admit that one should not overgeneralize.”
 The method of self-reference you select is called the narrative voice of your essay. Any of the three
previous narrative voices is acceptable. Nevertheless, whichever you choose, you must be careful not
to shift narrative voice in your essay. If you use I in the first sentence, for example, do not use you in a
later sentence. You can shift narrative voice when presenting someone else’s point of view or when
speaking hypothetically, but your authorial voice should always be consistent.
Incorrect: In my lifetime, I have seen many challenges to the principle of free speech. You can see how
a free society can get too complacent when free speech is taken for granted.
It is likewise wrong to shift from you to one:
Incorrect: Just by following the news, you can readily see how politicians have a vested interest in
pleasing powerful interest groups. But one should not generalize about this tendency.

Using a consistent narrative voice practice set
Read the sentences below and revise the narrative voice to make it consistent.
1. Not all wilderness areas are similar to the glorious Ansel Adams landscapes that we all imagine. If
you’ve seen pictures of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, one would be unimpressed by the “natural
beauty” of that massive swamp.
2. I am disgusted by the waste we tolerate in this country. One cannot simply stand by without adding
to such waste: living here makes you wasteful.

Answers and Explanations
Using a Consistent Narrative Voice Practice Set
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1. Not all wilderness areas are similar to the glorious Ansel Adams landscapes that you might imagine.
If you were to see pictures of ANWAR, you would be unimpressed by the “natural beauty” of that
massive swamp.
The narrative tone of most of the passage is personal and does not justify a switch to the more formal
third-person “one” in the second sentence.
2. I am disgusted with the waste we tolerate in this country. We cannot simply stand by without
adding to such waste: living here makes us wasteful.
In this passage, the tone and narrative are impassioned and emphatically first person. The reader is
directly addressed and exhorted to join in a common cause. Therefore, the passage should retain both
the singular and plural forms of the first-person pronoun.

Avoiding Slang and Colloquialisms
Conversational speech is filled with slang and colloquial expressions. However, you should avoid slang
on the GRE. Slang terms and colloquialisms, or overly casual sayings, can be confusing to the reader,
since these expressions are not universally understood. Even worse, such informal writing may give
readers the impression that you are poorly educated or arrogant. Always bear in mind the audience
for whom your writing is intended. Finally, remember that contractions are not commonly used in
formal writing, so try to avoid them altogether in your essays. You should be fine if you keep in mind
the differences between written and spoken English.
Inappropriate: He is really into gardening.
Correct: He is an avid gardener.
Inappropriate: She plays a wicked game of tennis.
Correct: She excels at tennis.
Inappropriate: Myra has got to go to Memphis for a week.
Correct: Myra must go to Memphis for a week.
Inappropriate: Joan’s been doing science for eight years now.
Correct: Joan has been a scientist for eight years now.

Avoiding slang and colloquialism practice set
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Read the sentences below and revise the tone to eliminate slang and colloquialisms.
1. Gertrude has been rockin’ the sales floor for almost thirty years now.
2. Normal human beings can’t cope with repeated humiliation.

Answers and Explanations
Avoiding Slang and Colloquialism Practice Set
1. Gertrude has excelled as a salesperson for almost thirty years.
The tone in the unrevised sentence is too informal. Do not try to make your writing sound like spoken
language; the spoken and formal written registers are very different. Always spell out words in their
entirety.
2. Normal human beings cannot tolerate repeated humiliation.

Avoid contractions wherever possible.
In an academic essay, be sure to maintain a formal voice. One way to adjust your level of formality is
by avoiding contractions (i.e., using "do not" instead of "don't").

Avoiding Sentence Fragments and Run-Ons
Every sentence in formal expository writing must have an independent clause: a clause that contains a
subject and a predicate. A sentence fragment has no independent clause; a run-on sentence has two
or more independent clauses that are improperly connected. As you edit your practice essays, check
your sentence constructions, noting any tendency toward fragments or run-on sentences.
Fragment: Global warming. That is what the scientists and journalists are worried about this month.
Correct: Global warming is the cause of concern for scientists and journalists this month.
Fragment: Seattle is a wonderful place to live. Mountains, ocean, and forests, all within easy driving
distance. If you can ignore the rain.
Correct: Seattle is a wonderful place to live, with mountains, ocean, and forests all within easy driving
distance. However, it certainly does rain often.
Fragment: Why is the author’s position preposterous? Because he makes generalizations that are
untrue.
Correct: The author’s position is preposterous because he makes generalizations that are untrue.
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 Beginning single-clause sentences with coordinating conjunctions—for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and
so—is acceptable in moderation.
Correct: Most people would agree that indigent patients should receive wonderful health care. But
every treatment has its price.

Time pressure may also cause you to write two or more sentences as one. When you proofread your
essays, watch out for independent clauses that are not joined with any punctuation at all or are only
joined with a comma.
Run-on: Current insurance practices are unfair they discriminate against the people who need
insurance most.
 You can repair run-on sentences in any one of three ways. First, you could use a period to make
separate sentences of the independent clauses.
Correct: Current insurance practices are unfair. They discriminate against the people who need
insurance most.
You could also use a semicolon. A semicolon is a weak period. It separates independent clauses but
signals to the reader that the ideas in the clauses are related.
Correct: Current insurance practices are unfair; they discriminate against the people who need
insurance most.
The third method of repairing a run-on sentence is usually the most effective. Use a conjunction to
turn an independent clause into a dependent one and to make explicit how the clauses are related. A
comma is also called for when using one of the FANBOYS (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So) coordinating
conjunctions. You should insert a comma before one of these conjunctions when it separates two
independent clauses.
Correct: Current insurance practices are unfair because they discriminate against the people who need
insurance most.
Correct: Current insurance practices are unfair, for they discriminate against the people who need
insurance most.
A common cause of run-on sentences is the misuse of adverbs like however, nevertheless,
furthermore, likewise, and therefore.
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Run-on: Current insurance practices are discriminatory, furthermore they make insurance too
expensive for the poor.
Correct: Current insurance practices are discriminatory. Furthermore, they make insurance too
expensive for the poor.

Avoiding sentence fragments and run-ons practice set
Read the sentences below and make revisions to correct fragments and run-on sentences.
1. The writer of this letter lays out a cogent argument about why Adams Realty is superior it is
organized, has strong points with clear examples, and is convincing.
2. Leadership ability. That is the elusive quality that our current government employees have yet to
capture.

Answers and Explanations
Avoiding Sentence Fragments and Run-ons Practice Set
1. The writer of this letter lays out a cogent, organized, and convincing argument with strong points
and clear examples to illustrate the superiority of Adams Realty.
The unrevised sentence is turgid and unruly. We have two choices: condense the series of nouns and
adjectives, or break it into two different sentences. We’ve gone with concision for this example. By
deleting the “it is,” which really should indicate the start of a new sentence, we have put the
adjectives describing the argument in a series with commas, and put the nouns into a prepositional
phrase at the end of the sentence.
2. Leadership ability is the elusive quality that our current government employees have yet to capture.
This pair of sentences is fairly easy to revise. The first is a fragment that can easily be incorporated
into the second, as the pronoun “that” refers to “Leadership ability.”

Correctly Using Commas
The proper use of commas constitutes one of the trickier points of style and usage. Different editors
have different preferences and conventions for how and when to use commas. The guidelines below
are ideally suited for use in terse, analytical essays, such as those asked for in the GRE Analytical
Writing sections.
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Use commas to separate items in a series. If more than two items are listed in a series, they should be
separated by commas. The final comma—the one that precedes the word and—is optional (but be
consistent throughout your essays).
Correct: My recipe for buttermilk biscuits contains flour, baking soda, salt, shortening and buttermilk.
Correct: My recipe for buttermilk biscuits contains flour, baking soda, salt, shortening, and buttermilk.
Don’t place commas before the first element of a series or after the last element.
Incorrect: My investment adviser recommended that I construct a portfolio of , stocks, bonds,
commodities futures, and precious metals.
Incorrect: The elephants, tigers, and dancing bears, were the highlights of the circus.
Use commas to separate two or more adjectives before a noun, but don’t use a comma after the last
adjective in the series.
Incorrect: The manatee is a round, blubbery, bewhiskered, creature whose continued presence in
American waters is endangered by careless boaters.
Correct: The manatee is a round, blubbery, bewhiskered creature whose continued presence in
American waters is endangered by careless boaters.
Use commas to set off parenthetical clauses and phrases. (A parenthetical expression is one that is
not necessary to the main idea of the sentence.)
Correct: Gordon, who is a writer by profession, bakes an excellent cheesecake.
The main idea is that Gordon bakes an excellent cheesecake. The intervening clause merely serves to
identify Gordon; thus, it should be set off with commas.
Use commas after introductory, participial, or prepositional phrases.
Correct: Having watered his petunias every day during the drought, Harold was very disappointed
when his garden was destroyed by insects.
Correct: After the banquet, Harold and Martha went dancing.
Use commas to separate independent clauses (clauses that could stand alone as complete sentences)
connected by coordinating conjunctions such as and, but, yet, and so on.
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Incorrect: Susan’s old car has been belching blue smoke from the tailpipe for two weeks, but has not
broken down yet.
Correct: Susan’s old car has been belching blue smoke from the tailpipe for two weeks, but it has not
broken down yet.
Incorrect: Zachariah’s pet frog eats 50 flies a day, and never gets indigestion.
Correct: Zachariah’s pet frog eats 50 flies a day, and it never gets indigestion.
Correct: Zachariah’s pet frog eats 50 flies a day and never gets indigestion.

Using commas practice set
Correct the punctuation errors in the following sentences.
1. Teaching, is not a popularity contest!
2. Pushing through the panicked crowd the security guards frantically searched for the suspect.

Answers and Explanations
Using Commas Practice Set
1. Teaching is not a popularity contest!
The gerund “Teaching” functions as the subject of the main clause, and therefore cannot be set off by
a comma.
2. Pushing through the panicked crowd, the security guards frantically searched for the suspect.
The participial phrase “Pushing through the panicked crowd” is not necessary to the main idea of the
sentence, and should therefore be set off with a comma.

Correctly Using Semicolons
Use a semicolon without a coordinating conjunction (such as and, or, or but) to link two closely
related independent clauses. Additionally, use semicolons to separate items in a series in which the
items contain commas. Be certain that there are complete sentences on both sides of a semicolon
unless you are using it to separate items in a series.
Incorrect: Whooping cranes are an endangered species; and they are unlikely to survive if we continue
to pollute.
Correct: Whooping cranes are an endangered species; there are only 50 whooping cranes in New
Jersey today.
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Correct: Three important dates in the history of the company are December 16, 1999; April 4, 2003;
and June 30, 2007.
Use a semicolon between independent clauses connected by words like therefore, nevertheless, and
moreover.
Correct: The staff meeting has been postponed until next Thursday; therefore, I will be unable to get
approval for my project until then.
Correct: Farm prices have been falling rapidly for two years; nevertheless, the traditional American
farm is not in danger of disappearing.

Using semicolons practice set
Correct the punctuation errors in the following sentences.
1. Very few students wanted to take the class in physics, it was only the professor’s kindness that kept
it from being canceled.
2. Marcus has five years’ experience in karate; but Tyler has even more.

Answers and Explanations
Using Semicolons Practice Set
1. Very few students wanted to take the class in physics; it was only the professor’s kindness that kept
it from being canceled.
The two independent clauses in the sentence have to be separated by a semicolon or a conjunction.
Since “only” does not function as a conjunction in this context, a semicolon is required for the
sentence to be grammatically correct.
2. Marcus has five years’ experience in karate, but Tyler has even more.
When using the coordinating conjunction “but” to separate the two clauses, it should be preceded by
a comma, not a semicolon.

Correctly Using Colons
In formal writing, the colon is used only as a means of signaling that what follows is a list, definition,
explanation, or concise summary of what has gone before. The colon usually follows an independent
clause, and it will frequently be accompanied by a reinforcing expression like the following, as follows,
or namely or by an explicit demonstrative pronoun like this.
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Correct: Your instructions are as follows: read the passage carefully, answer the questions on the last
page, and turn over your answer sheet.
Correct: This is what I found in the refrigerator: a moldy lime, half a bottle of stale soda, and a jar of
peanut butter.
Be careful not to put a colon between a verb and its direct object.
Incorrect: I want: a slice of pizza and a small green salad.
Correct: This is what I want: a slice of pizza and a small green salad. (The colon serves to announce
that a list is forthcoming.)
CORRECT: I don’t want much for lunch: just a slice of pizza and a small green salad. (Here what follows
the colon defines what don’t want much means.)
Context will occasionally make clear that a second independent clause is closely linked to its
predecessor, developing the previous clause further, even without an explicit expression like those
used above. Here, too, a colon is appropriate, although a period will always be correct too.
CORRECT: We were aghast: the “charming country inn” that had been advertised in such glowing
terms proved to be a leaking cabin full of mosquitoes.

Using colons practice set
Correct the punctuation errors in the following sentences.
1. The residents of Mason City do not just enjoy: swimming, boating, and fishing.
2. The chef has created a masterpiece, the pasta is delicate yet firm, the mustard greens are fresh, and
the medallions of veal are melting in my mouth.

Answers and Explanations
Using Colons Practice Set
1. The residents of Mason City do not just enjoy swimming, boating, and fishing.
The use of a colon is inappropriate in this situation because colons should not separate a verb and its
direct object, such as “enjoy” and “swimming.”
2. The chef has created a masterpiece: the pasta is delicate yet firm, the mustard greens are fresh, and
the medallions of veal are melting in my mouth.
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A colon should follow the word “masterpiece” to signal that a list is coming. Note that the list does
not have to be single words; it can be composed of independent clauses.

Correctly Using Hyphens and Dashes
Use a hyphen with the compound numbers twenty-one through ninety-nine and with fractions used
as adjectives.
Correct: Sixty-five students constituted a majority.
Correct: A two-thirds vote was necessary to carry the measure.
Use a hyphen with the prefixes ex-, all-, and self- and with the suffix -elect.
Correct: The constitution protects against self-incrimination.
Correct: The president-elect was invited to chair the meeting.
Use a hyphen with a compound adjective when it comes before the word it modifies but not when it
comes after the word it modifies.
Correct: The no-holds-barred argument continued into the night.
Correct: The argument continued with no holds barred.
Use a hyphen with any prefix used before a proper noun or adjective.
Correct: His pro-African sentiments were heartily applauded.
Correct: They believed that his accent was un-Australian.
Use a hyphen to separate component parts of a word to avoid confusion with other words or to avoid
the use of a double vowel.
Correct: The sculptor was able to re-form the clay after the dog knocked over the bust.
Correct: The family re-entered their house after the fire marshal departed.
Use a dash to indicate an abrupt change of thought. (Two hyphens right next to each other will suffice
to indicate a dash when you’re typing your GRE essays.)
Correct: The inheritance must cover the entire cost of the proposal—Gail has no other money to
invest.
Correct: To get a high score—and who doesn’t want to get a high score?— you need to devote
yourself to prolonged and concentrated study.
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Using hyphens and dashes practice set
Correct the punctuation errors in the following sentences.
1. Harry had every physical advantage—over his opponent—size, speed, strength, but luck was not on
his side.
2. John and his ex wife remained on friendly terms.

Answers and Explanations
Using Hyphens and Dashes Practice Set
1. Harry had every physical advantage over his opponent—size, speed, strength—but luck was not on
his side.
The original sentence uses dashes to separate “over his opponent” from the rest of the sentence,
which is wrong because that phrase is an essential part of the sentence. The list of advantages is a
break in thought, so that's what the dashes need to set apart.
2. John and his ex-wife remained on friendly terms.
The prefix “ex” modifies the word “wife,” and thus requires a hyphen.

Correctly Using Apostrophes
Use an apostrophe in a contraction to indicate that one or more letters have been eliminated. But try
to avoid using contractions altogether on the GRE: using the full form of a verb is more appropriate in
formal writing.
Contracted: We’d intended to address the question of equal rights, but it’s too late to begin the
discussion now.
Full form: We had intended to address the question of equal rights, but it is too late to begin the
discussion now.
One of the most common errors involving the apostrophe is using it in the contraction you’re or it’s to
indicate the possessive form of you or it. When you write you’re, ask yourself whether you mean you
are. If not, the correct word is your. Similarly, are you sure you mean it is? If not, use the possessive
form its.
Incorrect: You’re chest of drawers is ugly.
Correct: Your chest of drawers is ugly.
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Incorrect: The dog hurt it’s paw.
Correct: The dog hurt its paw.
NOTE: Possessive forms can sometimes look like contractions. The word boy’s, for example, could
have one of three meanings:


The boy’s an expert at chess. (contraction: the boy is …)



The boy’s left for the day. (contraction: the boy has …)



The boy’s face was covered with pie. (possessive: the face of the boy)

The word boys’ can have only one meaning: a plural possessive (the … of the boys).
Correct: Ms. Fox’s office is on the first floor. (One person possesses the office.)
Correct: The Foxes’ apartment has a wonderful view. (There are several people named Fox living in
the same apartment. First you must form the plural; then add the apostrophe to indicate possession.)
Possessive pronouns do not use an apostrophe (with the exception of the neutral one, which forms its
possessive by adding ’s).
Incorrect: The tiny cabin had been our’s for many years.
Correct: The tiny cabin had been ours for many years.

Using apostrophes practice set
Read the sentences below and revise for appropriate apostrophe use.
1. People should be allowed to keep their money and use it for the thing’s they want.
2. The young men were students at the Boy’s Latin School.

Answers and Explanations
Using Apostrophes Practice Set
1. People should be allowed to keep their money and use it for the things they want.
The word “things” in this sentence is used as a direct object and not as a possessive. There is no need
for an apostrophe, as the “s” is simply pluralizing it.
2. The young men were students at the Boys’ Latin School.
The apostrophe should follow the “s” in “Boys,” as the term refers to more than one boy.
www.avayeshahir.com

Page 221

References
Printed Sources
Manhattan, (2014), Manhattan Preparation GRE Strategy Guides - 4th Edition. MG, Inc.
Mark Alan Stewart, J.D., (2003), GRE Answers to the Real Essay Questions 2 nd Edition. The Thomson
Corporation and Peterson's.
Magoosh, (2017) Gre Prep by Magoosh – 1st Edition. Corey Michael Blake.
ETS, (2014), The Official Guide to the GRE Verbal Reasoning Practice Questions Volume One. New
York: McGRAW-HILL
ETS, (2016), The Official Guide to the GRE® revised General Test. New York: McGRAW-HILL
ETS, (2016), An Introduction to the Analytical Writing Section of the GRE® General Test. New York:
McGRAW-HILL

Internet Sources
https://www.ets.org/gre

Dictionaries
Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary (2nd edition published 2005): Cambridge University Press.
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (5th Edition): Longman Group Limited.
MacMillan English Dictionary (2002): MacMillan Publishers Limited
The Oxford Talking Dictionary (2006): Oxford University Press
Concise Oxford Thesaurus (2006): Oxford University Press
Oxford Collocations Dictionary 2nd Edition (2009): Oxford University Press
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary (edition 7: 2006): Oxford University Press
Collins COBUILD Advanced Learner's Dictionary (2008): HarperCollins Publishers
American Heritage Dictionary, 4th Edition (2004): Houghton Mifflin Company

www.avayeshahir.com

Page 222

